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PREFACE. 


tained fuch a prefumption, lie might hart? 

\ • 

written more fully, and would certainly 
have been more particular in hisinq nines.- 

4 

What he did write was always oft the fpot, 
from day to day, and was chiefly confined 
to circumftanccs which fell under his own 

observation. 

Many perfons may be apt to inquire, 
what motives could have induced a man 

to undertake fuch an uncommon route, 
with the certain profpe6t before him of 
many fatigues and dangers, particularly 
when, without even a lhadow of pecuni¬ 
ary advantage, he muft needfarily incur a 
confiderable expence. 

In truth, curiofity was the prime mover 
to this enterprize. The Author went to 
India by fea, and having occafion to re¬ 
turn to England, wiflied to vary the* 
feene, inftcad of coming back by way of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Having been accuftomcd to an a<Stive 

life, therefore, having always lived tem- 

■» 

perately, 
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perately, and enjoying a good ftate of 
healthy h,e was induced, v^hen at Bom¬ 
bay, 16 embrace an opportunity which 
then offered of returning by fhipping as 
far as Bussora, though at a feafon when 
the pafTage had perhaps never before been 
attempted, being generally thought im¬ 
practicable; truftingto Providence and his 
own exertions, and poffefsing that entcr- 
•prifing fpirit which enables men to fur- 

mount difficulties and clangers that to 
more timid minds appear infupcrable. 

Various journalifts have written on the 
different routes over-land (as it is vulgarly 
called) from India, each very naturally 
recommending the route adopted by liim- 
felf; thus, fome d&fcribe that by way of 
Suez and Cairo; fome again, that over 
the Great Defert to Aleppo; others have 
recommended to pafs up the Euphrates 
as far as Hilla, then to Bagdad, and 
after that through Assyria, Armenia, 
&c. &c.; but all have been unanimous in 
declaring, that this latter route was per- 

A 4 fedtly 
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fecTly impracticable in the months iron* 
April to September. 

The following fhects, will ^fve to prove, 

r 

that it is practicable at all feafons. If the 
traveller pafs through Arabia in winter, 
when it is temperate, he will find it ex¬ 
cessively cold among, the .-high mountains 
in Armenia. If he fuffer a little from 
the cxccfsivc heat of the fummer in Ara¬ 
bia, which may he juflly faid to be the 
liottcll place in the world, lie will find 

i 

the reft of his journey temperate and 

pleafant, which may be faid to be, in 
fome racafurc, a rccompencc. When the 
Author was in Arabia, at midfummer, 
the fruits were in full feafon, and they 
continued in that ftatc all the way lie 
came to Vienna; and fruits arc in thole 
climes a very great luxury. 

As few Europeans can readily accuftom 
Ihemfelves to the Turki/h manner of 
living, or of accommodation, the Author 
could not recommend a better route to 
Bagdad than the one by which he came, 

3 particularly 
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particularly if the traveller be incum- 
bered ^jnucli baggage. If he fhould 
be entrufted with difpalqlies, and celerity 
be defirable, 'the Author would advife him 
to leave Bussora on hoffeback, and come 
up tlie Great Dcfert in a ftraight line to 
Mil la, accompanied by an Arab* Sheik, 
or a Chookadar*, apd only two atten¬ 
dants. In this cafe, he fhould be pro¬ 
vided with a very light tent to fleep under, 
a quilt to throw over him, and a filial! 
quantity of coffee, bifeuit, &c. By this 
mode of travelling, he may eafiiy reach 
Bagdad in fix days; it requires great ex¬ 
ertions, however; and lew men are able 

i 

at lirli to bear it, particularly if their con- 
flitutions have been enervated by the 
luxuries of the East. 

To any one who may adopt the route 
deferibed in this work, the following 
HINTS OF INSTRUCTION may not be 
unacceptable. 

* An officer in the army, of a rank about equal to 
that of a ferjeant. 


At 
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At Bussgra, he fhould equip himfelf 
in all refpedts like the Arabs. Xt will be 
neceffary for him, as foon as he embarks, 
or even before, to fuffer his beard to grow; 
but, as it may be uncomfortable to wear 
his beard at full length, it will be fuffi- 
cient if*he do but preferve his muftaches. 
This, however, mufV'be particularly at¬ 
tended to, and can by no means be dif- 
penfed with; for, though a man without % 
beard might be fafe in a large city, or in 
any civilized place, yet in a journey of this 
nature, wherein he wilt often meet with 
barbarous wandering tribes, who would not 
hefitate a moment about putting him to 
death if they ftiould difeover that he was 
a Fringui*, he will perceive the neceisity 
of imitating the Arabs in drefs as nearly 
as pofsible. 

As few Europeans have any knowledge 
of the Arabic language, particularly as it 
is fpoken in Arabia, he will be much at 

* A term applied to Chiiftians in general. The 
Arabs call Europe Fringuiftan. 


a lofs, 
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a lofs,v efpc^ially when he has none hut 
Arabs about him. He will, therefore, 
find it ufeful to, have with him a kind of 

L 

vocabulary, to enable him to a Ik ufeful or 
neccfifary quefttons. 

0 

While the Author was proceeding up* 
the Euphrates, lh§ Hie, and the Ti¬ 
gris, he compiled a fmall vocabulary for 
bis* own ufe, which he found, afterwards 
of infinite fervice. 

When the traveller arrives at Bagdad, 
he will find that the Englifli are more 
refpectcd than any other nation ; he will 
therefore feel the necefsity of acting in 
the moll honourable manner in every 
tranfaclion, that he may fupport the dig¬ 
nity of the national chara&er; for fuch 
is the illiberal way of thinking among 
thefe people, that Ihould an individual of 
any country ad meanly, the people wquld 
condemn all his nation; and the bad con* 
dud: of one perfon might thus endanger 
the lives of hundreds of his countrymen, 
who might adopt the fame route. 


From 
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in 

Frotri Bagdad there is but one mode d>f 
travelling, which is under the guidance 
and prote61 ion of the Tatars, or meflengers 
of government. Thel'e mfen are under the 
immediate orders of thc'Bathaw and his 

’•* t 

minifters; but are at all times ready to 
enter info any contract with an individual, 
which they ufually make very profitable 
to themfelves, particularly when they have 
to conduct thofe who are enabled to ob-. 
tain firmauns *; for, by virtue of thefc, 
the Tatars are enabled to take fcveral 
liorfes and attendants, and a large quantity 
of merchandize on their return, which 
pays them very well. In the Author’s fir- 
maun it was intimated that he was ail 
Englifh Conful, which enabled his Tatar 
to obtain guards (free of expence) when- 

t 

ever there was danger to be apprehended 
from the wandering tribes. This is by far 


* Thefe give the Tatar and traveller a greal deal 
of authority over the people, particularly over thofe 
who are appointed by government to accommodate.the 
Tatars. 


tile 
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.the fefeft way of travelling, as the peribn 

of a Conful is feldom infulted. 

' • * * ! 


Great care, l>bw6ver, Ihould he taken 
when an agreement is about to be made 
with a Tatar. It is advffable to ,pay him 
only half of the money agreed for at 
Bagdad, that he mjiy have an intoreft in 
delivering the traveller fafe at Constan¬ 
tinople. Care Ihould be taken alfo, that 


the Tatar does not engage to carry mer¬ 
chandize for any one, which lie will do if 


pofsible. 


The neceflaries which the traveller takes 
ihould be comprdTed into as narrow a com- 
pafs as pofsible. A little tea, coffee, and 
fugar, will be fcrviceable in the winter 
feafon; and fome fpirits, either brandy or 
hollands, may he ufeful; but he fhould by 
.no means be encumbered with either of 
tliefe in fummer,' as it would be highly 
dangerous to drink any fpirits in that cli¬ 
mate in the beat of that feafon. The 
Author himfelf drank very little befide 

water 
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water and between Bvs£oka and 

CoKsTArtxrwopijE. 

The traveller Ihould ^equipped in the 
fame manner as the.Tatar, which will al¬ 
ways e^fure him refpech Some have at- 

% 

tempted to travel under the character of 
the Tatar’s fervants (the Armenian mer¬ 
chants in particular do this); but the Au¬ 
thor confiders it as too degrading for this 
character of an Englishman: The Tatars, 
who are accudomed to travel very lad, 
ufually ride the lnndnnoft liorfe of the 
company, and whip the other beads to 
keep them going. This Ihould never be 
permitted; but whoever attempts a jour¬ 
ney of this kind Ihould be. a good liorfe- 
inan. 

The traveller ought not to encumber 
himfelf with fpecie, except about half a 
dozen piallres, to give as prefents to thofe 
who may render fome little ferviccs. He 
will, it is true, be often folicited for gifts, 
but Ihould always refer the applicants to 

his 



t**EPAC*E, Xf 

his Tatar t that, they 

will not apply a fecfcnd ticrl£. It is much 
more prudent to &ke bills drawn by the 
merchants, which* will ufually meet due 
honour, while they offer no temptation to 
robbers. 

From Constantinople, if the tra¬ 
veller be unacquainted with the language, 
-tl will be neceffary to engage a Janizary 
to conduct him to the frontiers, who will 
be paid in about the fame proportion as 
the Tatars. 

It has often been a fubject of inquiry, 
which is the fpeediefl; method of forward¬ 
ing difpatchcs to and from India. The 
Author is of opinion, that the route by 
which he came mull be the moll expedi¬ 
tious for forwarding difpatchcs to India. 
When the meffenger arrives at Bagdad, 
he can fet out immediately in a Kiraffe 
down the Tigris till he reaches the FIie, 
down which he will proceed till he enters 
the Euphrates. By this channel he may 
be able to icacli Buss ora in three days^ 

which 



ttvi 

which mtfft thucbr^iif^ker than going 

by land to HfttA, from thence d own 

the Euphrates, 

The wfuat mode of forwarding dif- 
patchc^from India is by \hc way of Bus- 
sora, over the Great Jlefert to Aleppo ; 
fiom thence to Constantinople, and 
afterwards by the German port to Vienna 
and Hamburgh. This is certainly done 
at an eafv expencc, and much lefs than by 
way of Bagdad; but the latter would, 
no doubt, lie a quicker route in Cuie of 
jucifity, as the Aiabs ai< oUi^ul to 
crof> tin Cheat Deiut o»» cm •*(!*• 
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. JL HOUGH much has been already 

* 

writ Lon refpefting the communication be¬ 
tween' Great Britain and her Indian 
pollefsions, yet, as thofc pollefsions have 
within a few years been much extended, 
the fubjoct of courfe becomes additionally 
intorelting; and any work that may, even 

in a imall degree, tend to facilitate that 
communication, will, no doubt, be ac¬ 
ceptable to thofc who arc in any way con¬ 
cerned, in trade, or by other connections, 
with the East. 

When the Author undertook this jour¬ 
ney, he had not the molt diftant idea that 
his remarks would ever be required to ap¬ 
pear before the public; for, had he enter- 

m 

A 3 tained 
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S&blA, «««» ENCLAND. 


Cy N the 4h of May 1797, at eight 
p»ii. left Bombay, and embarked on 
board the country (hip Peail, R. Spence, 
Matter, bound to Bussora ; having in 
company James SteVens, Efq. in the 
Civil Service, Capt John Rbid, late 
Commander of the Pimcefc Royal India- 
man, and Mr. James Morlry. 

We had plcafant weather and fmooth 
water, with light airs from the W. . W. 
and N. W.. which continued till the 
J2th, whin we were in lat. 11°. 
>,orth, and 6 L 2°, 16'. Eaft longitude. It 
Alien began to grow cloudy, and the 
wind incrcafed. 
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On thei 15th, in North lat, 14 . 
had a frdh breeze, W. by N Wi& a 
heavy fwefl from the N. W. and a ftrong 
current fetting to the Ea&\^d. 


On thp 17th, at half paft one, I^f. 
patted a fmall lb ip bearing Eaft, jjiftant 
about a quarter of a mile j an4 ^ fun- 
rife, fhe bore S. S. E. diftant five or'.iix 
miles. We fuppofed her to be an Arab 
fhip, called - the Morning Star. With 
fre/h breezes from the N. W. the fhip 
ran at'the rate of feven and eight knots. 


On the 18th we had ftrong gales from 
the Weft, and the weather cloudy. At 
two A. M. wore fliip to the Southward, 
fuppofing that we were in foundings. 
Thick and hazy all round, with a very 
heavy fweil from the N. W. 


On the 20th, in 23°. 20'. North lat. had 
a light breeze and pleafant weather, the 
fhip going five and fix knots, and the wind 
from the S. S. W. At one, P. M. faw 
5 the 
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the land, bearing from N* by E. to 'W'. by 
N. diftant about five leagues, and feveral 
Arab Jboals j^arid at five, P. M. He. round¬ 
ed Cape Ras* el-gat. At fun-rife, on 

- • ~ % r \ V* 

the 21ft, two Arab boats came along-fide 
\*£th fi{h, which we bought at a very 

moderate price. At feven P. M. 'the 

wind %* S. E. fhip going four knots, ob- 

» > 

ferved a^Bow in chafe of us. from her 

- • * 

mafibeuvring (fometimcs hauling her 
* wind, at others failing free), we fufpected 
her to be a pirate. She failed remark¬ 
ably faft, and in an hour was in our 
wake, diftant a cable’s length. She then 
bailed us. Our feapoys immediately 
fired a volley of mufquetry into her, 
when the hauled her wind and ran in 
fhore. 


On the 24th, at day-break, the Great 
Quoin bore S. W. by S. diftant about 
four leagues; extremes of ’the Ifland of 
Kjshme, from W. N. W, “to N. W. 
diftant feven or eight leagues; and the 
Ifland of Ormus bearing N. by E, 
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We now law twenty-two clows in chafe 
of us ; fomc of the fmall ones, failing very 
fail u|>on a witid, foon canit/VrjTwith 11s 
within a cable’s length. They werb full 
of men, who were all arm^d*; we thci;e- » 
fore beat to quarters and prepared for 
action, though many of the large veffels 
had great guns on board. The fmaller 
ones that had come up with us appeared 

afraid lo begin the' attack till the largeV 

had reached them. We were to wind¬ 
ward of the large (lows; and, as a frcih 
breeze fprung up from the We ft ward i 
and thofe veflels are obliged to wear in- 

O 

fteadof tacking, they made much lee¬ 
way, by which circumlbnce we were 
enabled to keep a-head. They conti¬ 
nued to c hafe us till two P. M. when 
we haul very ftrong gales from thcN. W.; 
and, many of the large clows dropping 
- to leeward very fair, they gave up the 
chafe, and ran behind the Illand of 
Kish me. 

1 


The gale increasing, we kept the fea, 
beating to windward under double-reefed 

topfails ? 
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topfails, not choofing to anchor in fhtfre 
for fear of again meeting’* with our ene¬ 
mies. 

•r ' 

On the aStli we faw a large {hip in 
Sharas Roads, under Arab colours. 

■ 

We continued beating to windward 
amongft the illands on the Per/ian fide 

Of the Gulpli, the wind ufually blowing 

from the N. W. till the 30th at noon, 
when the extremes of tlu: Perfian ihore 
*bore from N. N. W. to T-. by S. diffcmcc 
four miles. It was now calm, and fo 
continued for about twelve hours, du¬ 
ring which time many locuIts few on 
board; a common indication of ilrong 
gales from the N. W. which accordingly 
occurred the next day at three A-. M. 
when, the weather being hazy, we fud- 
dcnly ran foul of a large Arab dow clofe 
under our (hip's hows. .She had a boat 
towing.aftern. Our bower anchor hooked 
.her high poop and tore it up, carrying 
&way our fprit-fail-yard, the chain of 
the thank painter, and the bolts out of 
the larboard bumpkin. The Arabs im« 

B 3 mediately 
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mediately fell to prayers* and let the 
dow drift to leeward. At fun-rife we 
faw her in a very (battered 

« 

' 1 * * 

On the lit of June we had very heavy 
gales from the N. W. the (hip pitching 
very mucft, and making more water than 
ufual. At eight P. M. furled the top- 
fails; and at nine, the gale becoming, 
more moderate, fet. clofe-reefed fore and 
main-top-fails, and continued working to 
windward up the Perfian fide of the 
Gulph. 

On the 4th of June, in 28°. 56'. North 
lat. faw a large white molque on the 
Perfian fhore, bearing E. N. E. diltant 
three miles, with a town and feveral 
groves of date-trees along Ihore. At eleven 
A. M. faw the low land about Bushire, 
bearing N. by W. Wc had now a mode¬ 
rate breeze from the N. W.; and on the 
5th, at fix P. M. we anchored in Bushire 
Roads in four fathom water, the town 
bearing Ealt. The Captain immediately 
went on fhore in the pinnace, to procure 

an. 
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rd order .from the Sheik for the fliip to 
receive a pilot from the ifland .of Car- 
rick, ,yrhich order cofU 200 Bombay 
rupees. In the roads we found an Eng- 
lifti brig callctMhe Baflfein, belonging to 
Captaip Tqrin, chartered by the go¬ 
vernment of Bombay to take hale goods 
and difpatches from Bombay to Bussorah. 
She had failed from Bombay three weeks 
before we did; and Captain Torin in¬ 
formed us, that he had been captured by 
twenty-two dows near the ifland of 
Kisiime; that he was two days in their 
hands; that when they took him, two 

large clows, one on each fide, boarded him 
with above 100 men each, beating their 
tom-toms, and giving their war-yell; that 
the weight of the men made his veffel heel 
very much ; but they had, after plunder¬ 
ing him by taking away his powder and 
his pump-gear, with fundry other arti¬ 
cles, releafed him, partly on account of 
liis belonging to the Englifli Eaft India. 
Company, but chiefly in compliance 
with the intercefsion of a paflenger, bro¬ 
ther to the Nabob of Masulapatnam, 

B 4- a Mufl'ulman, 
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a MuflTulman, who could fpeak^a- little 
Arabic. The Arabs told the Captain, 
thaj they were at war with the ! -Emaui£ 

of Muscat, and had ini (taken liis Vellel 

9 * 

for the Morning Star' belonging to 

Muscat. The fame veflels ■ had two 

% 

years before captured a French brig, 
coppered, which was then lying behind 
Kishme; and about feven years back 

y 

had made prize of another (hip called 
the Beigly Beig, from Bengal for Bus- 
sora, and which was (till lying on the 
rocks behind the Quoins on the Arabian 
(hore. We now learned that the large 
lhip which we faw in Sharas Roads 
was a man of war belonging to the 
Emaum of Muscat, with above 1000 
men on board, fent to cruife againft the 
dows. 

On the <>th, at four P. M. got under 
way. At three A. M. tacked; dirtance 
off Carrick three miles. At lour A. M. 
hovc-to till day-light, when we made 
fail with light airs from the S. W„ the 
lead conftantly going. At five A. M. 



HOWARDS ENGLAND. 9 

ill 16 fejlom, and before we had time to 
take another caft with the lead, the fhip 
ftruck. on *t reef of white coral rojks* 

and duck fad. Wc founded aroiiiid the 

■ ♦ *' 

and found 10£ feet water forward, 
5f fathoth* aftern, and 4 } fathom abroad 
the main-mad. It was near high water 
when die {truck, and the {hip drew about 
15 feet water upon an even keel. We 
hftifted out the pinnace and long-boat, 
and carried out the beft bower anchor 
aftern, which wc let go in 10 fathom 
water, and attempted to heave her off. 
Not fucceeding, however, we fired two 
guns, and font an Arab (one of the crew) 
on fliorc to the Sheik for afsidance. 
Meanwhile wc ftruck the top gallant 
yards and mads, and threw done ballad 
overboard. At nine A. M. the Sheik 
Sui. liman, with fix boats and a hun¬ 
dred men, came to afsid. Wc employed 
ail hands in lightening the fhip; loaded 
the fix boats with rice, putting a fenpoy 
in each to guard it; and made many at¬ 
tempts to heave the lliip off, but to no 
purpofe. At noon there came on a drong 

breeze 
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breeze from the N. W.; and had we not 

9 

been upon a weather Ihofc* the /hip muft 
in^itabJy have gone to pieces./' 

I 

n 

On the 7th, at four P t tyh we weighed 
anchor with the . long boat, * carried it 
further «out, brought the cable to the 
capffan through the cabin windows, and 
had it taught. The Sheik and his 
people Hayed on board all night, the boats 
with the rice lying at anchor near the 
/hip, and a feapoy remaining in each. 
At half part five A. M. of the 8th, the 
wind Hill blowing frefli from the N. W. 
fet the top-fails aback; and, the tide 
riling much higher than on the preceding 
evening, hove the fhip off without having 
received any apparent damage, not mak¬ 
ing more water than ufual. We now 
took the rice on board, cleared the fhip 
as- foon as pofsible, weighed, ran off Car- 

rick Town, and anchored in 11 fathom. 

* 

Captain John Reid and myfelf went 
alhore in a country boat, to try if we 

i 

could lhoot any antelopes, of which there 

were 
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* 


were many on the ifland, having firft ob¬ 
tained the Sheik’s permifsion. Wc took 
with us,two Arab guides, and prefei#y 
faw about twenty antelopes, which, how- 
everj were fo very fhy, that wc could not 
get near enough to have a /hot; nor do I 
think it pofsible to take them Without 
hawks, the mode ufually pra<5lifed in 
thofe countries. The fwifteft grey¬ 
hounds would be of no ufe, for the an¬ 
telopes are much fwifter of foot than any 
animal I ever law before. They are of a 
light fawn colour, about the flze of a 
goat, but with longer legs, and have 
/mall horns almolt eredt. 

We direfted our walk to the higheft 
part of the ifland, which appears to have 
been a volcanic jprodu£lion, having coral 
rocks and fea /hells on its very fummit; 
and in many places great quantities of 
lava have run down towards the fea. 
Mere is plenty of good water, but very 
little vegetation, except near the fprings. 
Being on fliore in the middle of the day, I 

found 
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found the heat much greater than I had 
ever experienced in India. . 


Oh our return to the? (bore, We found 
the Sheik dividing among his people the 
fifteen bags of rice which lie had received 

w 

from Captain Spence for his trouble. He 
feemed to be perfectly fat is bed with the 
quantity, though it appeared to Captain 
Reid and myfelf to be but a fmall 4 re- 
compenfe for the important fervices he 
liad rendered in faring both fliip and 
cargo. 


The Sheik was about fifty years of age, 
but could neither read nor write, lie 
begged of us to give him fome fmall 
fhot, which we did, and added to it all 
the powder we had with us. We were 
ajfo flrongiy inclined to have given him 
both our fow'ling-pieces, could we pofsi> 
bly have fpared them, fo much were we 
plcafed with the good man’s conduft. 

The ifland of Carrick, which con¬ 
tains between fix and feven hundred in¬ 
habitants, 
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habitants, is about twelve miles long and 
feven broad. It-abounds with goats, but* 
has very few cows, and no bcafrs ffcf 
prey, Nor are there any fowls, tame or 

i 

wild* except Hock and turtle doves, of 
which we (hot fevcral. It produces very 
few vegetables, particularly at thuffeafon, 
the hcat being fo intenfe as to deltroy all 
vegetation, except in the immediate vici¬ 
nity of water. Wheat, rice, and barley, 
however, are grown, but not in fuin- 
cicnt quantity to fupply the inhabitants, 
the principal part of whole food is filh, 
whjch they catch in abundance all round 
the illand. There is alfo very fine turtle, 
but the natives do not eat it. 

On the 8th, at three 1\ M. a pilot, 
named Zodun, having taken charge of 
the Ihip with jiis trankoy*, we weighed 

* A veficl about the fize of a Pctcr-boat, fharp at 
both ends. It is built of very rough pieces of wood 
rudely put together, and covered over with a thick 
coat of bitumen, with which the country abounds. 
Thefe veflels fail very fail either end firft, having no 
dtfinction of head from Hern. 

I 1 


and 
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arid made fad with a f(erfi breeze from 
Weft, be^eeti /the iftand 

caned KoRqq£5Bct the Perfian ftiore, 


A 


On the 9th and 10th we had lijjpUand 
variable airs, and were often obliged to 
anchor, not being able to ftem the tide. 


On the 10th, at midnight, the pilot fent 
his trankey to found for the bar. 


At fix A. M. of the 11th, faw the 

* 

trankey at anchor in 2* fathom, bearing 
N. N. E. diltant three miles, with her co~ 
lours up, a fignal for her being on the 
bar. At eight A. M. weighed and made 

fail, the land bearin'? N. W. At eleven 

* 1 / 

i 

A. M. crofted the bar 21 fathom for two* 

cafts with the lead, then 3, and 3| the 

reft of the way over. At noon faw the 

entrance of Bussora River, N. W. difV 

7 ^ 

tant off fliore three leagues. At half paft 
one P. M. anchored in five fathom; and, 
while we were at anchor, a great many 
pelicans hovered about the fhip. 


MONDAY, 


TOWAKBS ENGLAND 



4 

4 * 

' * 

* Got the (hip under way about one 
A. M. and made a very good tide’s work," 
gaining about 12 leagues. 

At nine o’clock Captain Reid and 
myfelf went alhore on the Arab fide of 
the river, taking with us our guns; but 
we only fhot a few wild pigeons, pro¬ 
cured fome eggs and greens from the 
Arabs, and bought a bullock for fix 
piaftres. The extent of our walk inland 
did not exceed about half a mile, which 
fpace was planted throughout with 
date-trees, the male trees being gene¬ 
rally planted North Weft of the fe- 
rAales, becaufe the wind ufually blows 
from that point. The males are very 
eafily diftinguilhed, being^ higher than 
the females, and not fo full of leaves at 
the top. The ground is full of cuts for 
the purpofe of letting in the water from 
the river at tide-time; for without this 

the 
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tlie dat6s would not thrive,' as thev rc- 
quire much moifturc. '*« 


/. * , 


. ^ 7 . 

After we had palled through the plan- 
• '* s *’*• - 1 ! 
tation, we entered fomc - viliiige^ r oi\,the 

edge of the Defect, beyond' which neither 

trees n<5r other vegetation were to be 

feen. All our profpedt con fitted of a 

burning defert covered with a crutt of 

fait, making a noife under the feet tirrii- 

lar to that can fed by walking on frozen 

fnow. 


Without being on there in the middle 
of the day, and at the fcafon near Mid- 
funimer, a ttrangcr to this country could 
not pofsibly form any idea of the heat 
upon the Defert. I he bare feet of an 
Kuropean would be blitiered in a mo¬ 
ment, and I felt fomc inconvenience to 
mine, even through a pair of Itrong 
boots. 


The hoiifcs here are built of clay, and 
covered with the leaves of the date-tree, 
2 The 
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~ The inhabitants are very numerous, and 


moft of them tetye weak eyes, occafioned, 

^ ’ * tr * 


probably, by the reflection of the fun 
upon the defert. Their drefs is very fim- 
plej that of the men being in general no 
more' than a woollen cap to defend the 
head from the fun; and a coarfe woollen 
cloak, with fhort wide fleeves. I thould 
obferve, that an Arab always wears his 
Woollen cap, though he has often no other 

cloathing. The woman’s drefs is equally 

Ample, being only a few yards of blue 
cotton cloth wrapped round them. 


Thefe people have numerous flocks of 
cattle, iheep, and goats, which they drive 
every morning at fun-rife to the river fide, 
where they find very good pafture. They 
are watched all day by men, women, and 
children, who frequently amufe them- 
felves by bathing in the river; for an 
Arab, when he has an opportunity, will 
bathe five or fix times a day.' The flocks 
are always driven back at fun-fet to the 
villages, where they remain all night. 

C Every 



18 A JOURNEY FROA% INDIA, 

< <■ 

T 

* • 

Every village and fixed refidence is fur- 

' i *’ 1 t 

rounded with a lofty mud itedly to defend 
it from beads of prey, particularly lipns, 
which are here very numerous. 

A 

a 

The Arab women were not fo. fliy as 
we expected to find them. They feemed 
much entertained by the novelty of our 
drefs, and very civilly offered us milk, 
bread, &c. Their bread is in cakes, but not 
fine; and their milk is not very .palatable 
to an European, being curdled ahd quite 
four. It immediately turns four after fun- 
rife; but we found that the Arabs pre¬ 
ferred it in that Rate. Being much 
amufed with the novelty of the feene, 
we remained longer on fhore than we 
intended. The fhip, however, getting 
-under way, fired a gun, and hoifled a 
iignal for us to return on board. 

* V 

* % 

. On the Perfian fhore are the ruins of a 
-very large and ancient city, extending 
about twelve miles along the banks of the 
river* and containing many tombs whi£h 

flill 
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itill appear entire. We were informed, 
that this city Wa& deftroyed by the Perfian 
Emperor, Nadir Shah ; and among the 
ruins we defcried feveral wolves. * 

The tide not continuing fo long as we 
expedted, we had only gained about 
twelve miles before we were obliged to 

anchor at three, P. M. the wind blowing 

flfrong from the N. W. 

% 

In the whole extent from the fea to 
this part of the Perfian tide of the river, 
there is very little culture, and but a 
thin population. It appears, however, to 
have been once well cultivated; there are 
ftill many embankments to prevent the 
river overflowing the country, and nu¬ 
merous canals to water the ground, fimilar 
to thofe on the oppofite Arabian Ihore. 
As to plantations, we only faw a few 
draggling date-trees, which, being neg¬ 
lected, bore very little fruit. 


C 2 


TUESDAY, 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 13i 

0 

We weighed anchor this morning, at 
two o’clock; but the wind {till blowing 
frefli from the N. W. and very little flood 
tide, we only gained about five miles, and 
anchored again at five. 

* 9 

We now faw numerous herds of cattle, 
ftieep, and goats, with a great many 
horfes, on the Arabian fide of the river. 
An Arab Sheik, or a man of any confe- 
qlienee, ufually keeps feveral horfes ready 
faddled, in cafe of any alarm, and is al¬ 
ways ready to ride off at a moment’s notice. 
Thcfe horfes are fed with grafs cut by the 
fide of the river at low water, or on fome 
of the iflands, which are very numerous. 
For this purpofc they make ufe of large 
balkets, covered with a coat of bitumen, 
which efte&ually keeps out the water, and 

r 

two men will paddle in them at a tolerable 
rate. Some of thcfe balkets are large 

enough 
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enough to carry a dozen people, and are 
frequently ofed as ferry-boats. 

% - 

The wind in creating from the N. W. 
we.were not able to move with the after¬ 
noon’s tide. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14. 

This morning at three o’clock, the 
wind falling a little, we weighed, ran 
about fix leagues, and anchored again at 
feven. The tide now falling off very 
fait, and the wind (till blowing from the 
N. W. we had no profpedt of reaching 
Bussora for fome time. Capt. Spence, 
therefore, difpatched an Arab fervant with 
a letter to the Company’s Refident at that 
place. 

On the Arabian fide of the river the 
culture and population were nearly the 
fame as before; but the Perfian fide had a 

i 

better appearance. Vegetation was^ there 

C 3 much 



22 A JOURNEY FROM *#DIA, 

i m | 

much more flourifhing; and at fun-fet, a 
confiderable tribe, with theif flocks, began 
to pitch their tents, not appearing to have 
any fixed refidence. They lighted fires, 
which continued burning all night, » 

V 


THURSDAY, JUNE 15. 

Weighed anchor at three o’clock; but, 

the wind continuing as before, only gained 
about fix miles. The Perfian fide of the 
river improved in its appearance, having 
a few fmall villages clofe to the river fide, 
and fome date-trees. It being rather 
fwampy, there were alfo a good many 
willows, and a few elm-trees. 

The Arabian fide, too, looked better than 
what we had lately pafled, being cultivated 
farther from the river. The date-trees 
being planted about ten feet from each 
other, and full of leaves at top, afford a 
very good fhadc; and the people are en¬ 
abled to cultivate the ground during th.e 
whole day, without fuffering much in¬ 
convenience 
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convenience trom the heat of the fun* 

n • t jr 

which Out of thO fhade, and in the n>id.dle 
of the day, is at this feafon not to be en¬ 
dured. We found here a very ftrong 
brtfwn Toil, which does not appear to want 
any manure, nor do the Arabs at this 
place ever make ufe of any. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 1G. 

Got under way this morning at four 
o’clock. The wind continuing as before, 
and very little flood tide, we only gained 
two leagues. 

The Perfian fide of the river now exhi¬ 
bited a high degree of cultivation.. We 
•faw many inhabitants and numerous flocks 
and herds; but had not much intercourfe 
with the people, as they are not fo much 
to be trutted as their oppofite neighbours 
the Arabs. They are a very ltrong, robuft, 
hard-featured people; and their drefs is 
nearly iimilar to that of the Arabs. A 

C 4 piece 
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piece of blue caliico, about five yards 
Ipng, is the whole of the woman’s drefs, 
and the children are entirely naked. The 

x I 

men have a very ferocious appearance, 
and will deftroy whomfoever they can 
overpower, which renders it impofsible to 
travel much in this country. Wild hogs 
are very numerous among the marfhes, 

and there are various kitfds of game in 
great plenty, which affords fine fport to a 
Ihooting party ; but it will be always ne- 
ceffary to go in a confiderablc body, and 
never very far from the river, to avoid 
being cut off by the favage inhabitants, 

The Arabian fide of the river was near¬ 
ly the fame as before, except that the 
canals were cut farther inland, which im¬ 
plied of courfe more cultivation. Some 
of the canals are very broad, and I crofsed 
over feveral in the wicker bafkets before 
deferibed, which are indeed very conve¬ 
nient where there is not much current. 


SATVRpAY, 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 17. 

« 

Got the fhip under way this morning 
at fire o’clock; but for want of wind, only 
gained about two leagues. 

A party of us went out a-fhooting on 

the Arabian fide of the river, but were 

• 9 

not very fuccefsful in our fport. Extend¬ 
ing our walk inland about three miles, 
we found the whole well watered by 
means of canals from the river, and the 
population was very great. The dates 
and other trees afforded an agreeable lhade, 
and made our little incurfion very plcafant. 
We found great abundance and many va¬ 
rieties of garden vegetables; fomc of them 
European, and fevcral peculiar to the 
country. Belide the dates, which are 
the chief fupport of the inhabitants, there 
were great quantities of ’ pomegranates 
nearly ripe; red and white grapes, fome 
of them ripe; an abundance of oranges, 
Jimcs, and lemons, but none of thefe had 

attained 
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attained maturity. There were alfo many 
well-tafted apples, chiefly of the kind 
called codlings, but a little iweeter than 

thofe in England. We took with us about 

• ^ 

a bulhel of thefe, for which we p&id a 
very tricing fum. 

« 

I was very much pleafed with this little 
journey; and, though I had lately been 
in the ifland of Ceylon among the 
cinnamon, in the Traveneore country, 
and in every port on the Malabar coaft, 
I certainly fhould give the preference to 
this place; for the abundance of various 
kinds of fruits, the fragrant fmell from 
the oranges, lemons, and fweet-feented 
Ihrubs, and the agreeable fhade of the 
lofty date-trees, rendered it a mod de¬ 
lightful fpot. 

• » 

e 

The inhabitants, too, were remarkably 
civil. There being no regular road, we 
frequently loft our way; and they would 

very readily offer their fervices to conduct 

% 

us into the right path. 


We 
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We had, however, one advantage, 

i i'it i 

which ftrangers to this country can feldom 
enjoy; I mean in having fevcral Arabs 
belonging to the ihip, who could interpret 
for iw. Wc therefore never went on fhore 
without taking fome of them with us. 


SUNDAY, JUNE IS. 

Weighed anchor this morning at five, 
rah about two leagues only, and anchored 
again at nine. 

At half paft three in the afternoon I 
fet out for Bussora by land, with an 
Arab guide. We were frequently Hopped 
on the road by foldiers; but my guide al¬ 
ways fatisfying them, I was permitted to 
pafs without moleftation. Many of the 
inhabitants feemed to view me with alto- 
nifhmcnt; and in all probability fome 
of them had never feen an European be¬ 
fore, this part being out of any accuf- 
tomed road, and where no one can travel 


on 
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on horfeback on account of the numerous 

* «*■ 

canals.:' 


The country through which I patted 

••• 

had a delightful appearance, being*well 
watered, and in luxuriant vegetation. Ex- 
lenlive crops of wheat, barley, and paddy, 
were nearly ripe; and of fruit and ve¬ 
getables the quantity was immenfe. The 
city of Bussora is fupplied from this 
neighbourhood, and the Turks and Arabs 

confume a very large quantity in proper- 

« 

tion to their other food. 


After walking about ten miles, at half 
paft lix o’clock T reached the Englilh fac¬ 
tory at Bussora. Here 1 obtained a 
horfc, and a guide, alfo mounted, and 
fet out immediately from Bussora for 
Margill, the country refidence of Sa¬ 
muel Manesty, Efq. the Refident. 

t 

This ftands about three miles above the 
city, and is pleafantly fitualcd on the 
banks of the river. 


I remained 
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I remained a week at Margill,. dur- 

jng wliich time I experienced every mark 

* 

of civility and liofpitality. 

Manesty fills the office of Refi- 
ilent with great ability, and is dcfervcdly 
eltcemed by every one who has tUe pica-- 
furc of knowing him. His conduct, in 
every inftancc, is molt truly that of an 
Ktlglijli gentleman ; and he has rendered 
Government very clfential fcrviccs during 
the profent war, by feizing the French 
difpatcl ics, and preventing that nation 
from carrying on any corrcfpondence with 
India by land. 

During my flay I frequently vilited the 
city of Bussora, which is very large 
and extremely populous. The Bazar, or 
Market-place, is near two miles long, 
and appears to he well fupplied. It 
abounds w ith drugs of various kinds pecu¬ 
liar to the country, and which, though 
of confiderable value in Europe, may be 
bought here at a. moderate price, money 

2 
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being of more value here than in many 
other countries. 

European manufactures are. fcarce and 
dear; and the people prefer thofic of 
England to all others. Our fuperfine 
broad cfoth, and our watches, will fell for 
more than double what they cod in 
England. 

The length of the city walls, from the 

river toward the Great Defert, is about 

four miles, and from North to South about 

three miles. The walls are chiefly built 

of clay, and of courfc cannot make any 

very flout refiflance, particularly againft 

artillery. Of this, however, there is very 

little in the country; in the city, I ob- 

ferved only ten pieces, mod of them brafs 

indeed, but only two or three of them 
■ 

ferviccablc. Being expofed to the fun, 

the carriages were dropping to pieces. 

> m 

Here arc feveral mofques and minarets, 
many of which are very handfomc build¬ 
ings. 
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ings. Some of the latter are entirely 
covered with variegated tiles, which have 
a very fmgular appearance. Moll of the 
public buildings, as mofques, minarets, 

and hummums, are built of brick; but 

the Englilh factory is f now by far the beft 
ftruCture in the whole city. 

Within the walls are feveral vacant fpots 
not built upon, and which appear to have 
been occafioned by fire. The houfes in 
general are very indifferent, being chiefly 
built of clay with a fmall proportion of 
bricks. Their timbers are the trunks of 
date-trees, not fquared, but round, and 
in the fame ftate as when brought from 
the plantation: they are alfo very foft 
and fpongy, and will not la ft long. The 
very thick walls, and thefc clumfy tim¬ 
bers, form together a very uncouth piece 
of architecture. 

* 

The roofs are flat, and furrounded by a 
parapet. Here the inhabitants fleep du- 
• 5 rin g 
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ring the fummer feafoh, in the open air. 
To an European every lioufe appear? like a 

prifoif* as it can receive no light from the 

• m 

ftreet^ becaufc it has no windows. Every 
houfe forms a fquare, arid the inhabitants 
have no communication with their neigh¬ 
bours. * Within the fquare are' various 
offices; fome under ground, where the 
people retire during the heat of the day. 
The kitchen, the water, and not unfre* 
quently the horfes, are kept on the 
ground door. The hall, where they re¬ 
ceive company, the harem, and many 
.other offices, are on the fccond, which 
has generally a gallery fupported by pil¬ 
lars continued nearly round the inflde of 

the whole building. They have generally 
two flights of fteps; one leading to the 
hall, where alone Grangers are admitted ; 

the other leading to the harem, to which 

■ * 

none but the family can have accefs. 

Women of the higher clafs are feldom 
feen out of doors; but when they do go 

but. 
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out, they are always veiled* Many of 
the Arab women, particularly of the 
lower clafs, expofe their faces. 


Both men" and women (laves are fold 
publicly in the Bazar. I have before 
fald, that the city is very populous. The 
majority of the people are Arabs, the reft 
are Turks and Armenians. The Turks arc 
mdftly men of fome confequcnce, either 
being officers in the army, or holding 
fome other polls under government. The 
Armenians are the merchants, and fome 
of them arc very rcfpectablc. They have 
a conliderable trade with the East Indies, 
and chiefly to Bengal. In this trade 
fcveral (hips are employed, the larged of 

which does not exceed 400 tons, on ac- 

■ 

count of a difficulty in crofting the bar. 
? The lhips from Bussora to Bombay, or 
« Bengal, ufually receive a full cargo, 
the greater part of which cbnlilts of cop¬ 
per in fmall cakes and drugs- of various 
kinds; and the Bombay (hips generally 
takb dried fruits. It is very feldom, how- 

D ever, 
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v evcr, that a veflcl fails to any part of 
India without taking a confiderable num¬ 
ber of , Arab horfes. There arc many in¬ 
fiances of lliips carrying away lilver, in 
bars and fpccie, to the amount of twenty 
lacks of rupees, the fpccie chiefly in 
Spani/h'dollars and Venetian fequins. The 
greatc/i part of the trade of this branch 
of the Turkith empire is in the hands of 

i 

the Armenians, who, when they havo a 
confiderable i'uui on hand, in order to 
prevent the Turks from laying hold of it, 
(which is fomctiincs the cafe) export -it 
to India, where they often receive 12 
per cent, intereit. The intcrcit is ufually 
remitted back in piece goods, with which 
they iupply the grealeft part of the 
Turkiih empire. A confiderable quan¬ 
tity of fugar and rice alio is frequently 
imported from India. The fpecie is fent 

9 

here by the Armenians to their corre- 
fpendents in moll parts of the empire; 
confiderable funis likewife are often fent 
from Constantinople. Thefe are ufu¬ 
ally forwarded under the care of the 

Tatars, 
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Tatars *, meflfengers of government, who 

receive a handfome premium for their 

trouble. Tim Tatars, however/are Tome- 

times robbed and flain by the wandering 

tribes, who in formidable bodies infeft 

the greater part of the Turkifh dominions 
m m % 
in Asia. An innance of this happened 

only a month ago, when a Tatar, return¬ 
ing from Const; ntinople to Bagdad 
with 6000 Venetian fcquins, \\ attacked, 

robbed, and murdered, between 1 )iar- 

« 

bekir and Mosul. 


With refpedt to the Arabs, the mofl 
numerous clafs of 'inhabitants, there are a 
few refpeetabJe men among!} them; hut 
great numbers are extremely poor, la¬ 
bouring very hard forfmall wages. With a 
very little pay, however, they are enabled 
to fupport their families; for their drefs 
colts them little; and their food conliits of 
dates, bread, and water, with which they 


* Ufually, but very improperly, printed Tartar. 
See,“ Campbell’s Journey over-land to India,” and 
other works. v It is pronounced Tatar ', the accent 
being on the laft Syllable. 

D 2 


are 



S# A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

* » • + 
'are perfectly fatisfied ; and indeed, though 

their‘food is fo fimple, they have, gene¬ 
rally {peaking, twice the ftrength of 
Europeans, and are able to endure much 
more fatigue. « 

* • , 

The Greets in this city are fo extremely 
narrow, as frequently to admit only one 
horfe at a time; added to which, they are 
in many parts fo very rough as to make it 

difficult for horfes to pafs. 

Here is a Roman Catholic Church, a 
tolerably good building; and the people 
of that perfuafion are not in the lcaft rao- 
leftecl. 

Every perfon wears the drefs of the 
country, particularly muftaches. I met 
here with the famous Armenian Joseph 
Emin, who had been many years in Eng¬ 
land, and has lately publifhed, in the 
Englifh language, his travels and adven¬ 
tures, written by liimfelf. He propofed 
going with his fon to Bengal, and thence 
to take him to England. I made him 

an 
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an offer to take his fon with me to Engs* 
land, as he would have been a very good 
interpreter, undemanding the Artfienian, 

t u ^ 

Arabic, Turkifh, and Engliih, languages. 

i ' 

The fon, who was about 17 years of 
age, was very willing to accompany me; 
but the father, after deliberating fome 
time, determined on following his origi¬ 
nal plan. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 25. 

■» 

Every thing having been prepared, 
under the diredlion of Mr. Manesty, for 
our departure for Bagdad, an Arab 
Sheik, named Abdallah Teef, a very 
rcfpedtablc man, engaged to conduct us 

i 

lafely thither; for which we paid him 
1300 piaftres. This fum, it is to be ob- 
ferved, was only for three boats and 
guards, having ourfelves' provided a good 
flock of provifions of all forts, with cu- 
linary utcnfils, cooks, and other fervants, 
which coft us 500 piaftres more. 

D 3 
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tffc* ■■ ’ 

The clothes provided for each perfon ■ 
' were as follow : 

p 

\ Arab cam el ine, or riding cloak. 

2 Under coats. 

2 Pairs of drawers. 

i i 

2 Shirts. 

# 

3 Cumberband. 

1 Turban. 

1 Woollen cap; and 

1 Pair of yellow flippers. 

t 

# 

Our boats being brorg! . up »o Mar- 
gill, at live o’clock \vc touk leave. 

Mr. Manesty, and embarked; two 
the boats containing the pallengers, the 
other boat our additional guards: Imme¬ 
diately alter embarking, wc were d refled 
fo as exactly to rcfemblc the Arabs in our 
appearance; and our muftachcs were now 
'"own pretty lohaving never lliaved 
flnee we left 11. u.. 

v 

i 

Every attention v/as paid u> our pcrional 
fafety, the Sheik being always in one of 
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our boats, and his brother, Ahmood 

.Soleay, id tire other. 

0 * 

■*Y i 

As thefe boats were admirably calcu¬ 
lated for their intended purpose, the fol¬ 
lowing account of them may not be unac¬ 
ceptable ; 

j Qefcriptioji of the boat generally called a 
Donch, hut fometimes a Kiraffc , ufed by 
the Arabs upon the rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris. 

t 

The extreme breadth is 7 feet 9 indies. 
The length 42 l'eet. It is built of ftrong 

Cj v.y 

rough timbers at 18 inches dithmee, con¬ 
nected by imall rough pieces of board, 
and covered with a coat of bitumen about 
half an inch thick on the outlidc, which, 
in cafe of a leak, is very eafily repaired. 

The infide is lined with the fame kind of 

> 

rough boards, none above 3 feet long, and 
of very unequal breadths; the lining is, 
of courfe, full of holes.—Some of thefe 
boats, inftead of boards, are covered with 

D 4 balket- 
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« 

balket-work, having a coat of bitpmen 

r » 

upon it.—-They are very fharp at *e#ch. 
end, and fail fall.—Their oars are rough 

< *1* s • '. 

pole’s, having a piece of board tied on 
with* a cord. They have betides ft non g 
timbers, which go down to the keel, and 
are- abouf 3 feet above the gunwale; thefe 
are full of notches, to which they faften 

«r 

the oars with ftrong kya rope; and by 
thefe means they either raife or lower tlie 
oar, as is molt convenient. They have no 

tiller; but are enabled to fteer with great 
accuracy by means of a ftrong kya rope 
fattened to both Tides of the rudder; and 
they very feldom ufe more than five oars 
at a time. 

* 

AVe had part of the boat, abaft the 
malt, covered with mats to defend us 
from the fun, which wc found of great 
fervice. 

f 

$ 

In the fore-part was a place built with 
brick and clay for the purpofe of drefsing 
our vidtuals; and this' convenience we 

F * 1 

found 
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found of great ufe, as it enabled us to 

provide every thing lieceflary without de- 

* ^ 

laying the paflfage by frequent landings. 

% 

T«hefe boats nfually go from Hill a 
down the Euphrates to Bussora in three 
days, and are feldom four. From Bagdad 
down the Tigris to Bussora they can 

t 

never go in lefs than eight days, though 
the ftream is much more rapid than the 
Euphrates but it is above twice the 
length, on account of the many windings, 
and it runs a great way to the Eaftward 
towards Persia. 

i 

We had a very pleafant breeze from the 
Southward, and with fails and oars went 
at the rate of five miles an hour, fleering 
due North till 12 o’clock. 


MONDAY, JUNE 26. 

.The wind decreafing, we continued 
rowing till day-light at thp rate of three 
miles an hour, when we flopped a fhort 

time 
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liifie on tlic Perfian fide of the river, for 
our people to refro/h. 

* 

On the Arabian fide, above Margill, 
there is neither cultivation, inhabitants, 
nor evcri vegetation, except near the 
banks of the river, where we faw a great 
number of camels grazing. Here was alfp 
much game. 


The Perfian fide of the river had a 
better appearance, exhibiting extenfive 
plantations of date-trees, and many vil¬ 
lages. 

The river is here about two miles broad, 
bearing N. N. AV. and S. S. E. 

The tide fetting down, and having little 
wind, we were obliged to track. At ele¬ 
ven o’clock we eroded the mouth of a 
very large river on the Periian fide, called 
by the natives Shat-el-Ajam ; which, 
in Arabic, fignifics a river of Persia ; 
and they had no other name for it. 


At 
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• At one o'clock we arrived at Corny,, 
the conflux of the rivers Kv p hrates, and 

Tigris. Here we remained two hours, 

% 

and observed that the Tigris bore E. N. E. 
and tiie Euphrates due W. A ihip of 

war was moored near the middle, be- 

• 7 

tween the two rivers, as a gunrd-thip, and 
to prevent veflels pulsing without paying 
cu Atoms. The two rivers, united here, form 
an immenfe body of frcfli water. 

From lli is place to the Per flan Gulph is 
■ 

called by the native* Kiiat-el-Arab. 

Tlie tide has fckloin any influence fo 

far as Corny, except at the full and 
change of the moon; and even then the 
water is onlv railed a little; the current-is 

w * 

not turned. 

Corny is fuppofed by fomq learned men 
to have been the feito qf the Garden of 
Eden. Its prefrnt wretched appearance, 
however, gives it no pretentions to the 
name of the Terreftrial Paradife, as de¬ 
ferred by Milton. It is a fnaall village, 

fur- 
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fuifrounded by a mud wall; containing few 
inhabitants, with very little cultivation. 
There is, indeed, a fmall plantation of 
date-trees between the village and the 
river, and which forms a very agreeable 
ihade. ( Here the Arabs fit and fpend moft 
of their time, feeming to depend for their 
livelihood much more on their exactions 

from paflengers, than on their own in- 

» • 

duftry. 

The officers of the cuftoms expe&ed a 
prefent from our Sheik; but as he had no 
merchandize under his care, he did not 

pay any thing. 

% 

We left Corny at three o’clock, and 

went up the Euphrates, which is called 

by the Arabs Sh at-el-Fraate. We now 

croffed over to the weftern banks of the 

river; but having little wind from the 

Eaft, and being obliged to track and row, 

we went at the rate of only three miles 

" * 

an hour. The country here was very ; 
little inhabited, being wet, fwampy, and 
covered with reeds and willows. I fired 
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at a crane among the willows; and rn- 
ftantly after the report, a large hetfcTof 
wild hogs ruihed out, fome of thenh of 
fuch extraordinary fize, that at fir ft fight 
I copld fcarcely believe they were hogs. 
Their colour is. a deep red. In the 
neighbourhood of Bussora fome wild 
hogs have been killed, vvhofe carcafles 
have weighed 10 ewt. Englilli. As the 
Afabs do not cat them, they are permitted 
to remain unmolcfted. It is faid, that 
they continue growing as long as they 
live; and indeed the immonfe fizcof fome 
of them feems to fanction fuch an opinion. 

At fun-fet we faw fevcral jackalis 
prowling near the banks of the river. I 
fired at one with ball, and killed it. 

■ 

Wc continued rowing and 1 racking till 
eight o’clock, when we made our boats 
faft to the woilern banks of the river near 
a large tomb, where we remained, all 
night, but had very little reft, the muf- 
qiiitoes being extremely troublcfomc, and 
the howling of the jackalis, wolves, and 
5 oilier 
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otfter wild hearts, in tlise neighbourhood# 
.rendering our fituation truly difmal., 


TUESDAY, JUNE 27. 

f . 

At day-break we rcfumcd our voyage. 

•* j a y 

tracking up the right bank of the river. 
The country here afforded a pleating pro- 
fpe£l, abounding with plantations of date- 
trees and fields of com. At two o’clock 
we patted feveral Arab encampments, near 
wiiich were great numbers of cattle, buf¬ 
faloes, fhcep, and goats. At three we 
palled a breach in the right bank of the 
river, which has overflowed the Great 

Defea t for about three hundred miles, and 
has alarmed the inhabitants of Bussora 
and that neighbourhood very much. The 
cxcefsivc heat of the fun, with the ini- 
meufe numbers of filh and animalcules 
that perifh when it dries up, ferve to pu- 
trily the air, which in general proves fatal 
to great numbers; and hence the Arabs 
call it the water of death . 


Here 
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Here were many men employed to ftop 
the breach; but with all their humble ef* T 

forts, it appeared that it would be feme 

* 

time before they would be able to accom¬ 
pli lh it. They were carrying along cm- 
banlcmcnts made of bundles reeds, 
which were often forced awny^Jiy the 
ltrcarzi as loon as they were laid. 1 am 
perfuaded that half a .dozen Englifhmen, 
with proper implements and materials, 
would complete in a few hours what fifty 
of tliefe people could not finiih in a week. 


At fun-fet we made our boats fail to 
the right banks of the river, on which we 

V.y 

remained all night; but, as on that pre¬ 
ceding, wo could get very little reft on 
account of the mubpiitoes, and the hor¬ 
rible noifes made by the wild beads in 
the vicinity. 


WEDNI’SDAY, JUNE 58. 


• At day-break unmoored, and conti¬ 
nued tracking as before. We palled lcve- 

5 ral 
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rat t«ore breaches in the banks, which had 
overflowed great part of the neighbouring 
country, and prevented the inhabitants 
from fowing their corn and paddy. We 
likewife pafied feveral Arab encampn^ents 
with abundance of cattle. Our continu¬ 
ing' always on the fame fide of the rivet 
was matter of choice merely, and becaufe 
we did not perceive any thing interefting 
on the oppofite ftiorc. The courfe of the 
river is from W. to W. by S. 

% 

At fun-fet we arrived at a very large 
town on the right bank of the river called 
Suke-shue. Here Mr. Stevens, Captain 
Reid, and myfelf, procured each a rnuf- 
quito tent, which we found of infinite 
fcrvice, as it enabled us to get a little 

fleep, which we very much wanted. 

Though we always laid upon the bare 
ground , wc were now enabled tofleep very 
comfortably, being relieved from thofe tor¬ 
menting infects, by whom I have been 
frequently fo much bitten as to be fcarce- 
ly able to open my eyes. 


THURSDAY', 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 29. 

We remained at Suke-shue the whote 

H 

day, fome of my boatmen having behaved 
impertinently to Ahmood Sollay, who 
drew his tolwa on one of them, and was 
with difficulty prevented from taking his 
lie*ad off. Our Shdik, therefore, difcharged 
the boat and crew, and procured another of 
the fame kind* Of courfe, all our ftorcs 
Were to be moved * and a new place built 
for our cook to drefs the victuals in. 

Wc Were here treated by our Sheik 
with a dinner in the Arab iafhion. It 
confided of a dozen and a half of fifli, 

about the fize of mackarcl, fryed in ghic ; 
a. dozen boiled fowls; and cakes made of 
barley flour, frcfii baked, with plenty of 
milk. We fat upon the ground, agree¬ 
able to the ciiftom of the country, in a 
garden adjoining the river, under the 
ffiade of a grove of date and fig-trees. 
The fifli, fowls, and bread, were very 

E * fweet 
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and good; but the milk was four, 
ancf not very palatable to an European, 
W#did not make ufe of knives and forks, 
as in Europe, but ate with our fingers, as 
the Arabs do, tearing the fowls and fifh in 
pieces; and the Sheik feemcd highly 
plcafed r oy our compliance with their 
cultoms. 

* 0 

I was much amufed *by obferving the 
dexterity of the Arab women in baking 
their bread. They have a iinall place 
built with clay, between two and three 
feet high, having a hole at the bottom,' 
for the convenience of drawing out the 

a/hes, fomething fimiiar to that of a lime 
kiln. The oven (which I think is the 
molt proper name for this place) is ufually 
about fifteen inches wide at top, and gra¬ 
dually grows wider to the bottom. It 
is heated with wood, and when fuffici- 
ently hot, and perfectly clear from fmoke, 
having nothing but clear embers at bot¬ 
tom (which continue to reflect great heat)^, 
they prepare the dough in a large bowl, 
and mould the cakes to the defired fize 


■ * 


on 
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on a board or (tone placed near the ov^i. 
After they have kneaded, the cake tc^a 
proper confidence, they pat it a 
then tofs it about with great dexterity in, 
one hand, till it is as thin as they choofe 
to make it. They then wet one fide of it* 
with water, at the fame time wetting the 
hand and arm with which they put it into 
the oven. The wet lide of the cake ad¬ 
heres fad to the tide of the oven till it is 
fufBciently baked, when, if not paid pro¬ 
per attention to, it would fall down among 
the embers. If they were not exceed¬ 
ingly quick at this work, the heat of the 
/oven would burn the Ikin from off their 

hands and arms; but with fucli amazing 

dexterity do they perform it, that one 
woman will continue keeping three or 
four cakes at a time in the oven till (he 
has done baking. This mode, let me add, 
does not require half the fuel that is 
made ufe of in Europe. * 

. 

SuKE-SHUE is a very large and popu¬ 
lous town, and the relidence of Sheik 
Twyney, a very powerful Arab Prince; 

E 2 / having 
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haying under his government the whole of 
thi right banks of the Euphrates, from 
||#&rly as high its HILla down to Bussora. 
He was once in Open rebellion again!! the 
Turkish government, and took poflefsion 
of the city of Buss ora. Being defeated 
by the prefent Bafliaw of Bagdad, he 
fled into Persia ; but afterwards returned 
to folicit his pardon; and as lie was much 
revered by the Arabs, and likely to prove a 
powerful enemy, the Bafliaw thought it 
prudent to pardon him, and reinftate him 
in his government. He was not here, lioW- 
ever, at this time; for, being a molt able 
general, he had been fent by the Bafliaw 
of Bagdad, to oppofe the progrefs of the 
IVaaby, who is extending his conquefls 
up the vvellern lhore of the Perflan gulph, 
almolt as high as Grain, and propagating 
a new religion, which* like Mahomet, 
he enforces by the fword. 

The Sheik’s army amounts to thirty 

thoufand men; of whom ten thoufand 

% 

are Turkilh foldiers, and twenty thoufand 
Arab recruits. 


I took 
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I took a walk with our Sheik through 

* ■ ' % V**" 

the town, and went into the Bazar, 

market, which is about a mile long. It 
is opened at\fun-rife, and continues till 
nine V clock; it is then fhut up, opened 
again at three, and continues till /un-fe.t. 

The Sheik alfo took me into a coffee- 
lioiifc, where I was treated with coffee, 
after the cufioin of the country. I was 
alfo obliged to fmoke tobacco, they pre¬ 
ferring me with a pipe about a yard and 
half long. I fat down on a mat crofs- 
legged, like the reft of the company, and 
they ferved the coffee in a fmall China cup 
about the fize of half an cgg-flicll; but I 
could not get either milk or fugar, with¬ 
out which the beverage was rather Ui> 

pleafant, till I became accuftomed to it. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 30.. 

This morning the Sheik who officiated 
in the abfcnce of Sheik Twyney paid us a 

E 3 vifit, 
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'jjpfit, and brought his daughter with him. 
.She was about twelve years of age; and 
every perfon was obliged to ftand in his 
prefence, except ourfelves and our Sheik. 
I had here an opportunity of obforving 
the refpect which the Arabs pay to their 
Chiefs. An Arab of diftindtion, having a 
letter of fome confequence for the Sheik, 
prefented it on his knees, and received it 
back again in the fame pofture, the fecre- 
tary having, after reading the letter, put 
the Sheik’s feal on the back of it. 

4 

h 

The Sheiks and principal people wear 
on the left hand a neat filver or gold ring, 
in which a fquarc ftone is fet, with their 
names engraved on it at full length. On 
this ring they lay a thick ink, till it will 

make a fair imprefsion, then ft amp It on 
the letter, and this ferves for their figna- 
ture. Some of the ftones are red, and 

» w i 

• 4 

fome white cornelians. 

i 

We were much peftered here by a num¬ 
ber of people having different diforders; far, 

they 
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they imagine that an FAirppean can 
all complaints, and implicitly' 
whatever is prescribed for them. 


•:$r 

. 

CUtP 



Gur Sheik now engaged to take another 
boat under his protection to Bagdad. It 

t 

contained a few bales of Benga*l piece- 
goods, and had for pafl'engers an Arme¬ 
nian woman, with her Son, about Sixteen, 
and two daughters, one about fourteen, 
the other thirteen years of age. 


Setting out from Suke-shue at eleven 
o’clock, and leaving one boat behind, we 
crofsed the river, and tracked up the left 
banks till three o’clock, when we rc- 
crolfcd, and made our boats fa ft near a 
village called Gomceeek, where we 

pitched our tents. 


There being much game in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, I took my gun, and having an 
Arab with me to carry my powder and 
fhot, faw fome beautiful green birds, which 
I wifhed much to examine. It was not 
long before I brought one dowiv; but the 

E 4 Arab 
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ran immediately and cut off its head, 
calling out win, zain , meaning that it was 
very good to eat. I afterwards lhot feve- 
ral birds of different kinds, all of which 

A 

the Arab ferved in the fame way, ,nor 
could I prevent him. 


«> 


Several branches of jthe river meeting 
at this place, we found ftationed here a 
Collector of the Cuftorm, who was a na¬ 
tive of Constantinople, on which he 
valued himfelf not a little. He was a 
very great drunkard, and would do any 
jLhing tor wine. We gave him a few botr 
ties of Shiras, confidcring old Madeira and 
old Claret as too good for him. He was 
greatly pleafcd with our prefent, and foon 

became intoxicated. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1. 

We waited here this morning till nine 

p’clock for one of our boats which had 

* 

been left at Suke-shue; as foon as it 

* 

jsame up, we departed. 

5 


The 
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The fiver, a little above this .place, 
very broad, nearly as far as the eye cab 
reach; but in many parts it is fo very 
/hoal, that reeds make their appearance 
above the furface of the water. We novv 
altered our courfe to the Eaitward, and 
entered a river called by the Araffs Shat- 
el-Degela, which communicates with 
another named Shat-el«Hie, being a 
branch of the Tigris. 


t. 


I cannot quit the Euphrates without 
taking notice of its falubrious water, which 
is by much the moft pleafant that I ever 
tafted. Though very muddy when it is 
firft taken up, it foon becomes perfectly 
clear; and while I could get this water, 

I had not the leaft delirc for either wine 

or fpirjts. We continued tracking up the 

river (or rather carial) called Shat-el- 

Begela till fix o’clock, when we made 

> 

our boats faft to the banks, and pitched 
our tents not far from fomc Arab encamp- 

i « A 

ments. 



#8 
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ur Sheik' represented to us, that this 
was a very dangerous fituation, and re¬ 
commended us to keep our arms in our 
tents, in cafe of an attack. We had each 
a gun, a brace of piftols, and a fabre;* and 
our Sheik, his brother, and all the guards* 
remained under arms during the flight. 
They placed fome centinels at a diftance 
from the tents for fear of a furprize, and 

parted the watch-word “'from one to an¬ 


other the night through. We were not, 
however, molefted. 


To be obliged to have wcapfop- . ■ r n • 

* 

fide while lying down on the Oat -art I* 
to take a little reft, was what. ( had never 
before experienced. Whoever travels, 
through thefe countries, ought not to put 
fo ntuch value on his life as I conceive 
Europeans in general do where they are 
perfectly fecure, except from cafualties. 
This country is in a ftate of perpetual 
warfare; many of the inhabitants, under 
no controul, live in a ftate of nature, and 

of the nobler pafsions. 

They 


are not fufceptjble 

i 
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They murder and plunder, withoutre- 
morfe, all whom they can overpower, and, 
are at war againft all the world, except 
their own tribe. Such is the prefent ftate 
of “one of the moft fertile countries in the 
univerfe. No traveller is fafe, having 
rcafon tc expe<Sl every mopicnt to be at* 
tacked by a fuperior force; but when I un¬ 
dertook this journey I was perfectly re- 

and prepared to encounter diffi¬ 



culties and dangers. Our Sheik conduced 
. imfeif n**»oh to our fatisfadion, and did 


tyvty' tin 
table. 


his power to make us com- 


SUNDAY, JULY 2. 

This morning we ftruck our tents at 
day-break, and at eight o’clock arrived at 
the head of the Degel^l, when we en¬ 
tered a larger river, which is divided into 
two branches: the one that we went up 
running S. E. the other W. We pro¬ 
ceeded up thi$ river in a courfe almoft 
due N. 

Whether 
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^whether thefe branches have been cut 
to water the country, or not, is uncertain-; 
but I am inclined to think they have. 
The ground for about forty yards from the 
river is ufually three Or four feet higher 
than it is further inland. This I have fre- 

V 

quently pbferved when J have gone 
a-lhooting. The larger branches are often 
near a quarter of a mile broad, and the 
fmaller about half that didance. They 
make the country through which they run 
exceedingly fertile; but I have no doubt 
that theie different branches arc much 

larger than they were originally, and that 
they are dill incrcafing, as tiic Tigris, 
from which they are fupplied, is much 
more rapid than the Euphrates, parti¬ 
cularly at this feafon, when the frdhes 
arc coming down from the fnowy moun¬ 
tains. 

At twelve o'clock we entered the river 
called by the Arabs Shat-el-Hie, run¬ 
ning from The N. N. \V. We found it db* 
vided into three other branches, befide 
the one at which we entered; two branches 

running 
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running Weft, and one Eaft of that^iite 

* 1 

canie up. At one o’clock, pafsing the 
mouth of a river running from the Eaft, 
we continued tracking till four, when we 
refted an hour to refrefti, and at fix made 
our boats faft to the banks, where we re¬ 
mained all night. 

I obferved that our Sheik always chofe 
a? open a country as he could find, to re¬ 
main in all night, for fear of being at¬ 
tacked by the Arabs at a difad vantage. 

a 

We were again much dilturbed by the 
jackalls, who feemed very near us, and 
made a molt hideous noife. 


MONDAY, JULY 3. 

We (truck our tents, and let out at 

r 

fun-rife, continuing to trafck up the river 

* 

Shat-el-Hie. At ten o’clock the courfe 
of the river was from N. N. E.; at eleven, 
due North, and it continued nearly North 
till fix o’clock, when we made our boats 

faft 
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faft to the banks, and were foon after vl- 
fited by iome Arabs on horfebacfc. They 
were about twenty-in number^ armed with 
fpears and tolwas. As the horfemen ap¬ 
proached, ,our Sheik, with a double-bar¬ 
relled gun in his hand, walked about twenty 
yards to meet the Chief of the other party, 
who alfo advanced before his people about 
the fame diftance. After fome conver- 
fation between the two Chiefs, the whole 
advanced. I obferved that the Chief was 
mounted on a beautiful Arab mare, and 
remarked it to be a general rule, that 
Sheiks and men of confcqucncc are always 

mounted on mares, which arc ufually va¬ 
lued at three times the price of liorfes. 

To thofc who are Grangers to the lan¬ 
guage, manners, and cuftoms, of this 
country, it is no unufeful thing to re¬ 
collect, that W'hcnever a man is mounted 
On a marc it may be depended on that he 
is above the common clafs. Drefs can¬ 
not be relied on; for a Sheik will often 
have his meaneft fervant drefled much 

r 

better than himfelf, and will eat out of 

the 
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the fame difh with him, as if they werfe" < 

* 

equals. 

i 

Shooting being the only amufement I 
could enjoy, and here being plenty of 
game, I wiihed to embrace every oppor¬ 
tunity. I had ufually taken an *Arab or 
two with me on thefe expeditions; but 
here I could not prevail on any one to ac¬ 
company me, and was particularly defired 
by the Sheik not to go, there being much 
jungle, from which I might be furprized 
t)^ the Arabs, or attacked by lions, which. 
lie faid were very numerous in this, neigh¬ 
bourhood. Our Sheik fully expected a 
right-attack, and therefore, with his 
brother and all the guards, remained un¬ 
der arms all night, the Sheik conitantly 
walking round our tents with a double- 
barrelled gun in his hand. A very good 
look-out, and probably the preparations 
which the horfemen obferved us to be 
making for our defence, presented our 
being moleltcd. 


TUESDAY^ 
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'TUESDAY, JULY 4. 

* 

A 

This morning we ftrijck our tents* and 
departed at a quarter paft four o’clock* 

At fix we arrived where two rivers meet; 

» ^ \ 

one branch running from the N. N. W* 
the other from E. by N. We took the 
latter, and continued tracking till twfelve 
o’clock, when we refted under the thade 
of fome willows till three; for, in the 
middle of the day, the heat of the fun was 
fo excefsivc, that our boatmen were not 
able to endure it. They were in general 
nearly naked, having no other covering 
than a fmall woollen cap, which barely fits 
the crown of the head. The courfe of 

the river winding from North to IVeft, we 
obferved the banks of tliofe large branches 
feven and ei^rht feet above the furfacc of 

- O 

the water. 

v 

I have not feen one ftone the natural 
produce of the country fince I left Bus- 
jsora, but a foft brown foil, very deep; 

and 
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and a bank of feven or eight feet does 




make the leafl alteration in the colour of 

* m 

* 

the foil. The rdpid current continues 
deepening the beds of thefe rivers, and in 
confequente the Arabs arc not able to 

water many parts of the country, which 

, • < 

render’s it uninhabitable except# on the 

■c 

banks of the river. Where they cannot 
have water, the excefsive heat of the fun 
fooji deftroys all # vegetation, and^ particu¬ 
larly at this feafon. 


• At five o’clock we palled a village on 
the Weftern banks of the river, called 
Waasut. The river is here above half a 
mile broad. Our Sheik was particularly 
careful not to go near the village, but con¬ 
tinued tracking up the oppollte banks, and 

made as much liafte as pofsible. “ All 

the inhabitants,” faid the Sheik, “ are 

defperate thieves, and have no mercy on 

thofe who are fo unfortunate as to'fall into 

* 

tlicir hands; for they are under no govern¬ 
ment or controul except that of their own 
leaders, who arc every whit as bad as them- 
felves/* 




66 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA,* 

, At fix o’clock we made our boats faft to 

the weftern banks of the river, # *not being 

. * 0 # K 

able to find a convenient place on the oppo- 
fite fide. We pitched our tents eiofc to 
the water’s edge, the Sheik keeping a good 

look-out tor fear of a furprize; nor was 1 

permitted to thoot, for fear the report 
Ihoulci difeover where we were, having a 
very thick jungle behind us. - 


WEDNESDAY, JUDY 5. 

I 

4 

ft 

-ft 

We it ruck our tents and fet out this 
morning at one o’clock, our Sheik not 
thinking it fafe to remain in fucli a neigh¬ 
bourhood after the moon went down. At 
fix o’clock we Hopped to refrcih, and in 
half an hour continued our courfe, the 
river winding very much, and bearing 
from S. W. to North. We refted under 
fome willows from twelve till two; and at 
three arrived at the town called Hie, from 
which tliis river takes its name. It is fi- 
tuated on the Eaftcrn banks; and, the in¬ 
habitants of this town not being much 
2 better 
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better than thofe of Waasut, our Sheik: 
mufterechall his- guards a‘ little above thp 
town, amounting to thirty then, all ex¬ 
ceedingly well armed, and dreflcd in their 
belj cfdthes. On account, I fuppofe, of 

their formidable appearance, our Sheik 
was not required here to pay Any thing. 

V 

Hc'fpread a carpet on the ground, and 
\tfith his brother, and another principal 
officer, fat down, having all the guards 
under arms drawn up near them. Mere 
they were vilited by the principal men in 
the town, who were treated with pipes 
and codec. The Sheik, however, kept 
the double-barrelled gun lying on the car¬ 
pet before him* and ready to lire in a mo¬ 
ment; the other officers and men being 
equally prepared. 

This ceremony rnuft appear very ftrange 
to thofe who ate wholly unacquainted 
with the lingular manners and cuttoms of 
thefe people; but all this caution is per¬ 
fectly necelfary till they have given the 
. falam and ate together. When that has 

F 2 been 
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*been done, there can be no room for ap- 
prehenfion. An Arab, after he has eaten 
or drank with another, let him be ever fo 
great a ftranger, and of whatever religion 
or country, would foonerperifh than fjiffer 
him to receive the lead injury, either in 
perfon or property; and whoever, in dif- 
* irefs, puts himfelf entirely under the pro- 

te&ion of an Arab, may rely upon being 
defended in the mod faithful manner. ‘ 


An inftance of this lingular trait in the 
character of the Arabs occurred not long 
ago. A Frenchman was carrying dif- 
patches to India, acrofs the Great Defert, 
from Aleppo to Bussora. He had with 
him an Interpreter, and an efcort of about 
eighty men, moftly on camels. When 
about, five days journey from Bussora, 
they were attacked in the . evening by a 
wandering tribe of Arabs. The MefTenger 
had a double-barrelled gun, with which 
he fhot the Sheik of the hoftile party; 
but they rufhed with fucb fury at the firft 
onfet, that before he had time to charge 
again, he was cut down with a fabre. 
5 Mod 
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Moft of the Meffenger’s guards being 
killed, they were (tripped by the con- 
querors, and the Mcflenger ^among the 
reft, it being imagined that lie was dead. 
After the engagement, the Arabs lighted 
fires to make coffee and rcfrefti themfclves; 

and, as is cuftomary with thtfm, fat on. 

■ 

the ground in a circle round the fire. 

* The Mcffcnger’s wound not proving 
mortal, (for though he had one fide of 
his face cut down, his fkull was not mate¬ 
rially injured) he at length recovered hit 
fenfes; and finding himfelf entirely naked, 
as well as much weakened by the lofs of 
blood, he had nearly given himfelf up to 
defpair. But, recolledting to have heard 
of this fingular difpofition in the Arabs, 
he refolved to try the experiment, as the 
only means of faving his life, or putting 
an end to his cxiftence. He took a view 
of the Arabs fitting roufid the fire, and 
fingled out him whom he thought moft 
likely to be the Chief, as being the oldeft- 
looking man in the company. Naked as 

F 3 he 
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fag was, and almoft covered with blood, 
tie rufhed into the ring, and threw him- 
felf at his feet. His conjecture was right. 
This old man was the Chief, who immedi¬ 
ately covered him with his cloak. I^le 
was now at a lofs for an Interpreter; but, 
'on fearch bbing made, the Inlrepreter was 

found in a fimilar fituation, wounded, but 

• * 

not dangeroully. The Meffengcr liad his 
clothes and difpatclies returned to him; 
and the Chief entered into an agreement to 
deliver him fafe at JSussoka, on theMef- 
fenger promifing to pay him one hundred 
Venetian fequins. Botli parties performed 

their agreement; the Meflenger arrived 

fafe, and had engaged a dow to take him 
to Muscat. This having reached the 
Engl illi Kcfident’s ears, he feized the 
Meilengcr with his difpatchcs, and had his 
wounds dreffed by the Englifh Surgeon. 
It wa» imagined that the Mcllengcr, if 
frittered to proceed, . would not have 
reached India, as his wounds required 
much furgical afsiftance. 


But 
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But to return from this digrefsion: 

4 

i 

It is cuftomary for thefe people to lay 
very heavy contributions on vefiels and 
pafifengers that pafs this way, or plunder 
them when they do not comply \^ith their 

f 

demands; and in cafe of the lead refift- 
ancc, .they will feize the boats and murder • 
evpry perfon on board. In this they have 
an advantage over boats going up the 
river, which being obliged to track againft 
bpth wind and dream, their progrefs is 
feldom more than four miles an hour; but 
going downwards there is very little dan¬ 
ger; for the current being very rapid, and 
the wind ufually blowing fre/h from the 
N. W. all vefiels go at a great rate, and 
particularly the fmall doncks, which fail 
remarkably fad. Hie is a fmall town 
furrounded by a mud wall; but the in¬ 
habitants are very numerous in proportion 
to the dze of the place. We left it at five 
o’clock, and continued tracking till half 
pad feven, our men making more hade 
than ufual, to get as far as possible out 

F 4i the 
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the reach of thofe people, left they Ihould 
attack us in the night. We made our boats 
faft to the oppolite banks of the river. 

The lociifts in this country are very 'nu¬ 
merous. v I caught one this evening of a 
different colour from the common locuft, 
and much larger. Its very extraordinary 
appearance induced me to make a Iketch 
of it from life, of the exadt natural fize. 
Every part of it is green, except the under 
icings, which are crimfon; and when fly¬ 
ing it has a beautiful appearance. The 
eyes are very remarkable* 


THURSDAY^ JULY 6 . 

This morning at four o ? clock we ftruck 
our tents, and tracked brilkly till eight, 
when we refrelhed, fet out again at ten, 
and continued tracking till fix in the 

i « « * 

evening, without any delay. We then 

T r * \ * 

fecured the boats, and pitched our tents 
on the Eaftern banks of the river. 


4 


I took 
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I took an Arab with me and went- 
a-fhooting about a mile from the river, 
where 1 found a great many partridges. 
This part of the country, excepting about 
fifty*yards by the river fide, is a perfect 
defert, though it appears to have been 
once cultivated, there berig ftill the re¬ 
mains of canals that have been cut to 

# 

w^ter the country, at diftances of about 
two hundred yards, on the banks of the 
river, and communicating with each other 
inland. In fome places banks have beeiij, 
made all round, to keep the water, as in 
paddy grounds. 

The river here runs fo rapidly that it 
has deepened its bed; the banks are ten 
feet perpendicular above the furface of 
the water, yet at that deptlr there is not 
the leaft variation in the colour of the 
foil. 


■*#* 

The furface of the earth at a diftance 
from the river is whitifh, having a mix¬ 
ture of fait for about half a foot in depth; 

and 
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and below that, a dark brown earth, the 

m 

fame as on the banks of the river. 

At a great diftance to the earthward, we 
faw a long chain of .lofty mountains rang¬ 
ing N. W. and S, t E. called the Curdiltan 
mountains. 



FRIDAY, JULY 7. 

We fet out at four o’clock this morn¬ 
ing; and at eight, by an E. N. E. courfe,. 

• r '$* 

entered the river Tigris, called by thei' 
Arabs, Siiat-el-Amaar. Nearly oppo-'- 
lite, on the eaftern banks of the Tigris, 
is a fmall town called Coote, off which 
fcvcral (lout velTels were lying at anchor. 

The main body of the river runs S. S.E.; 
and from the bed obfervation I could 

make, it appeared that the I-Iie, which 

ii 

we came up, had been originally a canal 
cut to water the country, but had in 
courfe of time increafed to a very large 

river, 
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river, containing much more frelh water 
than the Thames. 

# 

* 

t 

The" Tigris is here above a mile broad; 

and, though reckoned at its height, on 

account of the fnow malting upon the 

mountains, the banks were upwards of ten 

feet perpendicular above the furface of 

the water. Several large droves of camels 

were grazing upon*its banks. 

> 

■ 

» 

"We found the river very ( rooked, wind¬ 
ing from N. N. E. to South. At fix 
Otelock palled a Turkilli camp pitched on 
fcjhfc, weftern banks, and made our boats 

t * 

fait to the fame banks, about half a mile 
above them. The Turki/b tents had a 
very handfome appearance, fome being 
red, others green, and fome white. The 
army confiltcd of fix thoufand horfe; and 
the Bafhaw had two armed vclfels to at¬ 
tend him on the river; thefe were about 

150 tons burden each, and were built 
much like the Grabs in the East-Indies. 


This 
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This army had been fent to punifh fome 
rebellious Arabs. in this neighbourhood, 
who had murdered the Sheik of Hill a, 
and feveral other officers under the Turkilh 

Government, Our Sheik drefled himfelf 

> 

■» ^ 

and half a dozen of his flaves in their bell:.. 

♦ 

plothes, and p.:i J a viftt to the Bafhaw* 


SATURDAY, 'jUI*Y 8. 




We {truck our f at three o doc! 

r 

this morning, and ' Mu-ied rowing a 
tracking inceflimtly till twelve, when we 
relied under fome willows till three, the 
courfe of the river winding from S. W. to 
Weft. We found an intolerable ftench 
from the Weltern banks, and were in¬ 
formed, that it proceeded from the bodies 
of fome Arabs who had been put to death 
by the Turkilh army. We were alfo told, 
that many of the Chiefs of the rebellious 
Arabs had efcaped by flight on the ap¬ 
proach of the army, leaving behind them 
their flocks, which were feized by order 

of 
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of the Bafhaw, and driven to Bagdad to 
be fold. 

We tracked till half paft fix o’clock, 
and then pitched our tents on + hc weftern 
banks of the river. 


SUNDAY, JULY 9 . 

ft 

£ Mit a: faur o’clock, and conti- 

, i 

niitft wing J tracking till twelve^ 

,*vhc** v - .1 <;n hour to kill a bul¬ 

ly ’ /be co.uv of the river winding 
Iron* N. W. to N. M. E. we tracked till 
three o’clock, and Hopped an hour to re- 
frefii; then tracked up the weftern banks 
till half paft fix. 

I took my gun, attended by an Arab, 
and went a-lhooting upwards of a mile 
from the banks of the river. I fliot feve- 
ral kinds of birds, particularly fome very 
fine partridges, which were nearly of the 

r 

fize of Englifli pheafants. 


It 
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It did not appear that this part had ever 
been cultivated; nor did I perceive any 
ligns of vegetation, except near the banks 
of the river, which are in general covered 
with a thick jungle of willows and fhrubs* 
The Arabs are frequently obliged to cut a 
paflage<through the jungle, for their fheep 
and cattle to get to the river; and the 
banks are in many places lb deep, that 
they are even obliged to cut them, land 
make a road to the water’s edge. 

•' ^ i ' , • 

V 

At the upper end of a fmall idarid, 
near the middle of the river, wc faw the 
wreck of a large dow, hull under water. 
She was loft there three weeks before, and 
was worth ten lacks of rupees, having on 
board lour lacks of Spani/h dollars, and 

other Ipccie 
per for Bussora. The owners have R 
guard to watch her, and purpofe weighing 
her when the river is at the lowed, which 
is ufually about Chridmas. 


and being loaded with cop- 


Thougli the river is here at lead two 
miles broad, two of the guards, who were 

dationed 
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Rationed lo watch the veflel, fwam acrofs. 
In fwimming they greatly afsift them- 
felves by the (kin of a goat, blown like a 
bladder, which they keep under their 
bread:, where, however, it is not fattened, 
but only kept in its pofition by one hand, 
while they pufh forward with the other 

a 

and their feet; and in this manner they 
can crofs the river almoft as foon as a boat. 
TIicir clothes, atjd fometimes their fire¬ 
arms, they fatten on the top of the head, 

0 

apd Calrry them over perfectly dry. Thcfe 
men having informed us, that \vc fhould 
be much more comfortable on the oppofite 
banks, where there was very little jungle, 
wc crotfcd the river at nine o’clock. 


MONDAY, JULY 10. 

Before wc fet out this morning, we 
were vifited by fome Arabs from the 
neighbouring encampments, -which ex¬ 
tended, to the right and left, as far as the 
eye could reach, having with them innu¬ 
merable flocks of flieep and herds of cattle. 

We 
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We were perfectly fafe among thefe people; 
and our Sheik informed us, that we became 
wholly out of danger as we approached 
nearer the feat of government. We fet 
out at fun-rife, and palled feveral droves 

C 

of camels grazing on the banks. The 
river rait very crooked till eleven o’clock,- 
when we entered a long reach lying N.E. 
and S. W. the ftream very rapid, and 
about a mile and a half Inroad. 

' * 

* * 

I had here an opportunity of obferving 
the progrefs of the hot winds, called by 
the natives Samiel, which fometimes prove 
very dcftructive, particularly at this fea- 
fon. They are molt dangerous between 
twelve and three o’clock, when the at- 
mofphere is at its grealeft degree of heat. 
Their force entirely depends on the fur- 
face over which they pafs. If it be over 
a defert, where there is no vegetation, 
they extend their dimenfions with amazing 
velocity, and then their progrefs is fome- 
times to windward. If over grafs, or any 
other vegetation, they foon diminilh, and 
lofe much of their force. If over water, 
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they lofe all their ele&ricat fire, and 
afcend; yet I have fomctimes felt their 
cffefts acrofs the river where it was at 
lealt a inile broad. An initancc of this 
happened here. Mr. Stevens was bathing 
in the river, having on a pair of Turkilli 
drawers. On his return from the water, 
there came a hot wind acrofs the river, 
which made his drawers and hintfelf per¬ 
fectly dry ip an inftant. Had fuch a cir- 
cumfftmcc been related to him by another 
perfon, he declared, he could not have 
believed it. I was prefent, and felt the 
force of the hot wind; but fliould other- 
wife have been as incredulous as Mr. 
Stevens. 

Captain Reid, who had often been my 
companion in (hooting (an amufement of 
which he was equally fond as myfelf), 
having been unwell, I had been deprived 
of his company for above a week paft; 

and he now became fo much overpowered 
by the excefsivc heat, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk. The heat being alfo too 
much for our rowers, at noon we made 

* 


our 
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our boats fall to the eaftern banks of the 
river, where our people refted under the 
fhade of forric willows for two hours. 

Going through the jungle to the edge 
of the Defert, I faw fome partridges at a 
little diftance, and was tempted to try if 

m 

1 could get a fhot; but having only my 
flippers on, I found great inconvenience 
from the exccfsivc heat of the Defert, and 
was glad to get back again to the river; 
for, though my feet were not bliftered, 
yet the fkin foon after peeled off the foies. 
Hitherto I had always worn a pair of ftrong 
boots, which I found extremely conve- 

* «r 

niont both with refpeft to the heat, and 
as a faleguard from the reptiles and veno¬ 
mous infers, which in fome places were 
very numerous; and I was particularly 
careful never to go out again fo lightly 
equipped. 

At two o’clock we refumed our voyage, 
and continued tracking up the eaftern 
banks of the river till half paft fix. 
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.My feet being very tender from what I 
had fuffered at noon, and an impenetra¬ 
ble jungle lying behind us, in which 
our people faid there were many lions, I 
contented myfelf with lhooting pigeons 
by the river fide near the boats, whither 

they came in great numbers td drink at 
■ 

fun-fet* 


TUESDAY, JULY 11. 

' We fet out again at half pat! four 
o’clock, and tracked up the eatiern 
banks, the courfc of the river winding- 
very much, and bearing from N. Ik to 
Weft. At noon we crofted, and tracked 

up the weftern banks, till the evening, 

■ 

when we recrofted, and pitched our tents 
near an cxtenfive Arab encampment, 
where the river was above a mile broad. 
Our Sheik, not being under any appre- 
henlion from the neighbouring Arabs, 
lay down near our tents, and took his re¬ 
gular fteep. 


G 2 


Captain 
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Captain Reid was now become exceed¬ 
ingly ill, and, asitfcemcd, rauft inevitably 
peri(h without fome medical afsiftancc. 

He was much troubled with bile, and had 

■ 

a liver complaint. I had brought fome 
medicines w r ith me from India, made up 
by our fifrgeon, and wifhed to give Cap¬ 
tain Reid an emetic to take off the bile; 
but on examining my drugs, though 
clofely packed in a tin cafe, I fourftl the 
whole entirely fpoiled, having got wet 
when the (hip was branded on the ifland 
of Carrick. 

In this neighbourhood were many pe¬ 
licans, by far the largeft birds that fly. I 
often (hot at them, hut was never able to 
take one. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 12. 

We fet out this morning at four o’clock, 
and continued tracking till two; then 
Hopped till three to rcfrelh. The river 
winding as before from N. E. to Weft, 

with 
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With fhort reaches, we met feveral Kiraffes 
laden with refrefhments for the Turkifh 
army, the cargo of one of them confining 
entirely of water melons. 

We continued tracking till^half paft 
fix o’clock, having been interrupted fome 
time by a difpute among our boatmen, 
who fought up to the middle in water, 
fome with fpears, others with to 1 was. 
Several fpears were broken, but no lives 
loft. Our Sheik remained a quiet fpec- 
tator of the affray, the quarrel being en¬ 
tirely among the boatmen, and none of 
his people being concerned in it. 

We made our boats fall to the caftera 
banks of the river, and pitched our tents 
near the ruins of the ancient city of 
Ctesiphon. 

THURSDAY, JULY 13. 

Departing this morning at half paft 
four, we tracked up the caftern banks* 

G 3 and 
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and often obferved, that in many part* 
the current fetting againft thepi had worn 
them away confiderably. The banks 

m 

being near ten feet perpendicular above 
the furface of the water, wc faw the 
foundations of ft. S ral ancient buildings, 
which were chiefly of brick, and fo 
fbongly cemented together as often to 
overhang the water. Here were aijo vifi- 
bic a great many earthen jars; fame half 
expofed, others ready to fall into the river; 
and feme of them were of lingular con- 
ftriuftion. 


The river here takes a circuit to the 
fouthward for about ten miles, and leaves 
only a narrow neck of land, on which 
are ftill (landing many lofty walls and 
towers, being fragments of ancient 
Ctesiphon. 


Wc met with fevcral flout vcflels, fome 
upwards of two hundred tons burden, 
Jaden with fire-wood, and bound to BAG¬ 
DAD. They appeared to me of fuch a 
lingular conftru&ion, and fo ill adapted 

2 for 
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for the purpofc, that I W&s 
take a lketch of one of them, 


*r 




t » 


The rudder is compofed of a great 
quantity of rough timbers very aukwardly 
put together,’ and is guided by a tiller. 
They are built of very coarfe materials, 

and covered with a thick coat of bitumen. 

* 

The lofty head is generally ornamented 

<wnn a.| 

> /They form altogether a very un- 


xouth fpecimen of naval architecture, and 
require twenty, and fometimes thirty 
trackers; but when the wind blows throng, 
eyen they are not able to move them. 


On my enquiring the reafon why they 
made ufc of vefl’els fo ill adapted to the 

purpofc, that a roan with a very flight 

knowledge of naval architecture might 

foon difeover their inconveniences, and 

* 

obferving, that a veflel built upon a plan 
iimilar to our ware barges would carry as 
much cargo, draw lefs water, and might 
be worked with one-third of the men; the 

G 4? anfwcr 
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anfwer I received convinced me of the 
danger and inu&Jity of attempting any in¬ 
novation among thefe people. I was told, 
that the children invariably continued to 
follow the trade of their forc*fathers; thus 
$hc fons of a carpenter are all carpenters, 
&c.; that their fore-fathers had always ■ 
built veflels upon the fame plan, and that 
it would be reckoned very prophane in 

them to deviate from the CulTom of'their 

* 

anceftors. This completely folves the 
problem, and /hews to what a length fu- 
perftition and prejudice is carried among 
them. 

Thefe people have continued from the 
earlieft period to fpeak the fame language, 
wear the fame kind of drefs, and eat and 
drink in the fame manner. Their mode 
of warfare is (till the fame; and fcarcely 
the flighted deviation has taken place in 

their manners and cuitems, prejudices and 

pafsions; though almoft every other na¬ 
tion has undergone a thorough revolution 
within a few centuries. 


Should 
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Should a man here, <jD|*VMfccd of a 
defe<5l in any branch dHfadc, offer to 
adopt an improvement* complaint would 
loon be made to the Mufti, and the artift 
probably pay for his temeiity with his 
life. 


At fun-fct we pafled Javer, on the 
werterr^J^i nl^s o f the liver. Though but 
a lmall town, it is much celebiatcd on 
account of a very beautiful mofque that 
fronds in it. At nine o’clock we eroded 
the mouth of a large river running from 
the North, called by the Arabs Shat-el- 
Deaal, and at half pall nine made our 
boats faft to the eaftern banks of the river, 
which were here upwards of twelve feet 
above the furface of the water. They 
were likewife fo fteep that we could 
fcarcely afeend them; and wc found the 
top of them fo rough w ith, fmall Ihrubs, 

that we were obliged to clear a place be¬ 
fore we could lie down. Among tliefe 
fhrpbs, however, were many of delightful 
fragrance. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, JULY 14>. 

We fet out this morning at two o’clock, 
^nd continued tracking till two in the 
' afternoon, when we reached Bagdad. 
The river was very crooked, being nearly 
round the compafs, yet f rom .. _rjac e 
where we fet out in the morning was only 
three hours walk by land. 

We arrived at the houfc of Mr. J. 
Renaud (an agent to Mr. Manesty, of 
Bussora), which was very conveniently 
fituated adjacent to the river. 

An Engl Whin an has at Bagdad a 
privilege which is not granted to the peo¬ 
ple of any other nation. Whatever bag¬ 
gage he may have with him, inftead of 
being taken to the Cuftom-houfe, is al¬ 
lowed to be carried to the place where he 
is going to refide, and air officer of the 
cuftoms is fent thither to examine it. 


This 
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This privilege was obtained by the foli- 
citation of Mr. Manestyui favour of his 
countrymen, and will at all times he ad¬ 
vantageous to the interelt as well as the 

n 

convenience of a traveller. 

I 

i 

Bagdad is feated on the eaftern banks 
of the Tigris. It is a large and populous 
citj^y^eu^ing. along the banks of the 
river about three miles; and the length of 
the walls from the river being about two 

gives it the form of an oblong 
fquarc. The houfes, though very inferior 
to the European, arc much better built 
than thofe of Bussora, but nearly in the 
fame ftile. 

Many of the public-buildings, fitch as 
mofques, minarets, and liummums, are 
conftructed of hewn Hone, and make a 
very handfome appearance., Here is alfo 
an extenfivc Bazar, which is well fupplied 
with variety of articles; but the prices in 
general are much higher than at Bussora. 


the 
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The Armenians are the principal mer¬ 
chants here; the manufactories carried on 
are few, and thofe confined to articles for 
immediate ufe, as fliocs, boots, clothes, 
fadlery, and culinary utenfils. 

0 

< 

The Armenians at Mosul fend great 
quantities of copper down the Tigris to 
Bagdad upon rafts of ti mber ^taj^xiedto - 
gether. On their arrival the rafts are fold, 
wood being very fcarcc here. The copper 
is afterwards thipped for Bussora on-bc^J 
large dows, which are ufually about fix 
months in performing the voyage thither 
and back again. The copper is in final 1 
round cakes about fix inches broad, and 
nearly two inches thick in the middle, 
but gradually Hoping to the edges. It is 
of a quality nearly the fame as Englilh 
battery cake copper. 

This trade, which has not long been 
carried on, is fall increafing to a very great 
extent; for fometimes fhips fail from Bus¬ 
sora laden almoft entirely with copper; 

and 
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and I am porfuadcd that it will in time 
prove prejudicial to the Englifh manufac¬ 
tories. Labour being much cheaper in 
tliefe countries than in Europe, they arc 
enabled to carry it to a market at a much 
cheaper rate ; and this makes it very pro¬ 
fitable to thofe at prefent concerned in.it. 

Though Bagdad is much better built 
than J.11V 'TJftjUi Lity in this part of the 
world, it is ft ill very inferior to many 
cities in Europe. Every houfe wears the 
appearance of a prifon, as described in 
Bu.ssora, but compofed of better mate- 
rials; they arc in general of brick, and the 
timbers very good, being thofe which are 
floated down the Tigris. 

■ 

The ftrects are very narrow and dufty. 
I had near half a mile to go every night 
to flcep, and ufually fet out about eleven 
o’clock, always taking a Tiirkifti fervant 
with a lantbern, as it would 'have been 
very dangerous to walk at fuch a time 
without a light. Scorpions, tarantulas, 
and other noxious infers, were very nu- 

1 merous. 
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mcroiis. Of the former I have frequently 1 
kilted four or five in a night; they are of 
the large black kind, and their ffingS often 
prove mortal. 

All perfons at this feafon of the year 
fleep oh the tops of their lioufcs; and I 
have often been entertained by feeing the 
people run oil' with their clothes in their 
hands at lun-ri fc ; fo r as ’fOTJrraaTT llUS «fen 
above the horizon it becomes cxcefsivcly 
hot, 1 loon learned, however, that even 
looking over our own parapet-wall w&s'a 
deed of danger; for that the Turks would 
not helitatc a moment to fhoot at any per- 
fon whom they might difeover overlooking 
their lioufcs. The houfc where I lleptwas 
near the middle of tlie city, and very 
lofty, none being higher in the city, ex¬ 
cept the minarets, the feraglio, and a few 
lioufcs belonging to the minifters and prin¬ 
cipal officers. 

Here are many cranes, much larger and 

very different from any that we have in 

Europe. They build their nefts upon the 

tops 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 


95 


tops of the minarets and the loftieft 
houfes, where they are never molefted, 
ancl are in confequencc very tame. I have 
often been within two yards of their nefts 
without exciting in them any fear. 

As there are no canals to water the city, 
many poor people are conftantly employed 
in carrying water from the river in fkins. 
SofftCTakeftufTtfieir backs, while others 
have a ties and mules. 

*Witliout the walls, to the weflward, is 
entirely defert, not having the tea ft traces 
of vegetation, except on the banks o*f the 
river. Behind the city, to the northward, 
the fame barren nets prevails; there is no 
water nor any cultivation. To the eaft- 
ward, along the banks of the river, there 
are excellent gardens, which extend about 
tour miles; and a great many houfes filled 
with inhabitants ltand without the walls. 

The city, however, is chiefly fupplied 
with fruits and vegetables from the oppo¬ 
site 
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fite fide of the river, where there is much 

cultivation. 

% 

The fiafliaw and foine of the principal 
people have country feats in this neigh¬ 
bourhood. This was the feite of ancient 
Seleucia, built by Seleucies, one of 
Alexander’s generals, who fucceeded 
to the government of this part of the 
country; and fcveral oPiTtrcMns are ftili 
to be met with in Bagdad. The gold 
coin is worth about two guineas; it bears 
as ftrong an imprefsion of the head as the 
ancient Roman coins, but has a long 
beard. 

A little farther, towards IIilla, arc 
Hill to be feen feme ruins of ancient Ba¬ 
bylon. 

■ 

During my Bay at Bagdad the Turkilh 

army, confifting of hx thoufand horfe, 

returned from their encampment on the 

banks of the Tigris; and their crofsing 

■ 

the river over a bridge of boats at the 

upper 
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Upper end of the city at fun-rife in fegu*- 
lar procefsion* had a very pretty appear-* 
a nee. The day before their arrival they 
fent to Bagdad as many fhcep and cattle 
as fold for a lack and a half of piaftefs* 
Thcl'e were the flocks that belonged to the 
rebellious Arabs* 

M 

Bagdad at prefent is fuppofed to con- 
tffili more tiealuVe than any city of equal 
fize in.the world; and the immenfe quan¬ 
tity of fpecie and bullion found in the 
coffers of the late Kya (or Prime Minifter) 
of Bagdad feCms to warrant fuch a con- 1 
je6ture. He was murdered a few months 
ago by confpirators employed againft him 
by the prefent Kya; and when the Bafliaw 
feized on his property, an exa£l: account 
was taken of his treafure, which amounted 
in value to upwards of 3,000,000k fterling* 

The following ftory is related of the 
late Kya by the merchants; and many of 
them* much to their forrow, are enabled 
to voucli for the truth of it; it alfo proves 
to what a length many of the Turkilh 

H Minifter# 



$8 A JOtJRttEY FROM iftDlA, 

% 

Minifters and Balhaws carry their tyranny 
and oppression. He was a man (fay they) 
of fuperior abilities, had the confidence of 
the Bafhaw, and kept a molt llri£t watch 
d^er the conduct of all officers, civil and 
military; hence it was, that fo many of 
them readily joined in the confpiracy. 
lie was withal very avaricious, and in¬ 
vented many lingular methods of adding 
to his treafure; among others, the follow¬ 
ing proved very productive: he always 
kept fpics over the merchants in the Ba* 
zar; and when he heard of any difpute 
among them, he would firffc fend for one 
of the parties, quci'tion him refpedling the 
matter in difpute, and, under a plea of 
the government being in want of money, 
enquire how much he would give to gain 
his caufe. The fum was ufually in pro¬ 
portion to the wealth of the complainant, 
and the animofity between the parties; 
fometimes fo much as four or five thoufand 
piafter?. He would then fet this man 
afide, fend for the other party, and ex¬ 
amine him rcfpe&ing the quarrel, and as 
to the fum that he would give to gain his 

caufe. 
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caufe. This done, he would confront the 
two parties, and decide in favour of him 
who had given the greater fum, returning 
the other his money, with fome harfti cen* 
furos of his conduct. At length this pra£*» 

tice of the Kya was attended with a very 

" % 

good efFcdh The merchants found them- 
i'elvcs fo egregioufly fooled and fleeced, 
that whenever any difpute occurred, they 
\ferc very gladto fettle it amicably among 
themfelves, taking all pofsiblc care to pre¬ 
vent its retching the cars of the Kya. 


The prefent Kya can neither read nor 
write. lie was originally a Georgian have 
boy, and brought up in the Ilaram; but 
was afterwards raifed to an inferior office 
on the military eftablifhment. Having 
heard that the Balhaw’s daughter wifhed 
to marry him, he gained over fome of the 

military and civil officers, and caufed the 

* 

Kya to be murdered one evening as he wa$ 
returning from the Seraglio. When the 
Bafhaw heard of it he immediately fled for 

proteftion into the Haram, where he con- 

H 2 cealed 
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cealed hlmfelf till he was informed that 
no injury was intended towards him. 




► 


There was a confiderable commotion in 
the city for a few days, which, however, 
was foon fettled by orders being iffued, 
that whoever was found in arms in the 
flreets fhould immediately be put to death. 
The prefent Kya was foon afterappointed 
to fucceed, and married fa the Bafhaw’fc 

i 9 

daughter. 


When it became neceflary to tranfmit 
an account of the affair to Constanti¬ 
nople, it was ftated, that the late Mi¬ 
ni Aer had intended to poifon the Bafliaw, 

* 

which was the caufc of his being put to 
death. 


I have often feen the prefent Kya; he 
does not appear to be thirty years of age, 
is comely, and has a very graceful figure; 
but in all probability he will not continue 
long in office; the lives of princes in this 

country are extremely precarious, perhaps 

more 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 101 

* » » ' 

< \ ** 1 | 

more fo tlian in any other country in the 

univerfe, as no lefs than feven have been 
affafsinatcd within the laft twelve months. ; 

r 

yhe laft of thefe was the celebrated v 
Sheik Twyney, who was flain, while afleep 

in his tent, by a Dave belongfng to the 

■ 

"Waaby. This happened only a week ago; 

the news arrived foon after we came to 

• > _ 

•Bagdad, aitd*has very much alarmed the 
government, becaufe much confidence 
was placed in the fuperior abilities of the 
Sheik, and he was fully relied upon to 
check the progrcfs of the Waaby, who 
immediately after attacked and defeated 
the Turkifh army, and it was apprehended 
that he would reach Bussora. 

Few Europeans Iran fa 6t any bufincfs at 
Bagdad, or keep any Confuls there. The 
Englifh have no Conful, but their bufinefs 
is managed by an Armenian named Coja 
Makell, a very refpedtable man. I had 
letters to another Armenian merchant 
named Coja Stephon Babeck, a very 

worthy man, who {peaks tolerably good 

H 3 Englifh, 
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Englilh, and, I believe, is the only rdi- 
dent in the whole city that underftands 
a word-of it, 

i 

^ The French at prefent have here^ a 
Conful named Rousseau, who is a rela¬ 
tion of th6 famous writer Jean Jaques. 
They do not, however, carry on much 
tj bufmefs here, having at prefent no com¬ 
munication with India. "The* French, ^ 
during the prefent war, have often at¬ 
tempted to fend difpatchcs to India by 
way of Bussora and Muscat, but thefc* 
have always been intercepted by the vigi¬ 
lance of the Eaft-India Company’s Reft-' 
dent at Bussora. Ileie are feveral 
Frenchmen, who appear to have very little 
employment; many offered me their fer- 
viccs as interpreters and companions to 
Constantinople; but I refufed their 
proffers, as fervants are at all times, and 
particularly on fuch a journey, a very 
groat incumbrance; and I would never 
recommend a perfon who travels to em- 

V 

ploy any other than the people of the 

country he may be in. 

The 
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The following eircumftance fervefc td 
fliew in what refpect the Englifh are held 
here: 

Mr. Renatjd, though only a clerk 
Mr. Manesty, about five o’clock one 
afternoon waited on the Bafhaw for a 
firraaun for me. As he was pafsing near 
the Seraglio, he heard fome men crying 
*out mbit lamentably. On enquiry he was 
informed, that they were to receive two 
hundred lafhes each, a punifhment ahnoft 
' equal to death, lie defired the people to 
defift, as he could not bear to hear the 
men’s fhricks, (who by the bye had only 
received five or fix llrokcs on the foies of 
their feet) and he would intercede with 
the Bafhaw to mitigate their punifhment. 
On his mentioning this affair to the 
Bafhaw, the latter replied, that for his 
fake he would not only relcafe them, but 
would fend them to his houfe, where they 
ihould be entirely at his difpofal. 

As foon as Mr. Renaud returned, he 
told us the circumftance. About nine 

H 4* o’clock 
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s / 

o’clock the fame evening, while we were 

*t fuppgr on the top of the houfe, tho 

1 ► 

two men, both Arabs, were brought up 
us, ftill uncertain of their deftiny. Mr, 
||kENAUD, who (peaks the Arabic as flu¬ 
ently as Englith, told them that he had 
prevailed with the Baftiaw to rpleafe tliem, 
and they were now at full liberty to gq 
where they pleafed. It is iinpofsible tq 
give the reader an adequate idesf pf the 
alteration in the poor men’s countenances 
when they heard this. They fell on their 
knees, and prayed to Gon and the Prophet 
to protect theq* deliverer. 


Captain Reid being now exceedingly 
ill, and there not being the kail profpedt 
of his recovery, my other companions 
being alfq unwell, I began to prepare for 
my departure; Mr. Renaud having ob¬ 
tained my paflport, or lirmaun, under the 
pathaw’s feal, and having alfo engaged a 
Tatar, named Siad Ahmep Aga, to at? 
tend me. 


The 
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T^e Mookadar (or keeper of the feals) 
paicl us a.vifit, which was conlidcred as A:; 
very great honour. He gave directions’^,'J? 
the Tatar in my prefence to be attentive J 
to tlig prefervation of my perfon and pro- 
perty, for that otherwife he fhould forfejp 
his head. I had now for the firft time an 


opportunity of observing the ceremony of 
perfuming &c. which is ufually paid to 
men of jconl'equence. But the Mookadar 
was an exception to one very general cuf- 
tom amongit the Turks, as lie did not 
fmokc tobacco. On his taking leave he 
was complimented with an elegant white 
muflin turban and cumberband, the arti- 
f cles molt commonly prefented on vifits of 


ceremony, 


My Tatar drefs being ready, as well as 
trappings of my horfe, I began to pre¬ 
pare for my departure from Bagdad. 
Though I was to travel under the title of 
Conful, yet it was neceflary to wear the 
Tatar drefs, to avoid being infulted by the 

populace, as is always the cafe when they 
discover an European, whom they call 



Fringui. 


1 
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Frtngui. I had alfo my .head Ihaved, 
which I found to be of great feryice, as it 
kept me cool, and was more convenient to 
me in wearing the Tatar drefs. 

# 

I had entered into a written agreement 
with my Tatar to give him eight hundred 
piaftcrs; live hundred to be paid in ready 
money at Bagdad befcne my^ departure, 
*and the remaining threcThundred on my 
fate arrival at Constantinople ; and he 
engaged not to take any otticr paflengers 
or merchandize under his care. I look 
bills fiom Bagdad on Constantinople 
both for my Tatar’s three hundred piafter*, 
and Ihe/moncy I had provided for the re¬ 
mainder of my journey. I had alfo let¬ 
ters of credit on Constantinople from 
' Mr. Manesty, in cafe I Ihould have oc- 
cafion for more money. 

- My drefs conliiicd of a yellow cap about 
a foot high, broad at top and almoft flat, but 
becoming gradually narrower till it fitted 

the head. The lower part of the cap was 
covered all round with black lamblkin 

5 about 
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about four jntln$s deep* tbO* 4 $nfide 
and quilted, arnfon the upper pari 
with Wool e*ttemely tight* Beihg fc|$df" 
calculated tp jstjfift any weapon, it is a# 
e^pell^nt fafeguaid to the head* Tfiif*, 
.cap, which being very heavy, feels m* 
pleafantly at firft, is cjuled a Culpack, and 
is only worn by the Tatus. My otlier ar¬ 
ticles of apparel weie, a biown cloth coat 
trimmed with a broad black filk binding, 
wrapping quite round tbe body with Ihort 
wide fleeves, and hanging down to the 
calf of the leg; blue Tuikiih trowfeis 
tiimmed with black filk binding, made 
very wide, but buttoning tight round the 
f^daH of the leg; and itroog red boots to 
pt$T over the trowfers as high as the calf 
. of the leg* The under-drefs is a luikifii 
gown. With long Beeves buttoning Uofc 


round the wrift; and a fhiit without a 
collar* Turks of alt ddcriplions have the 
neck entirely baye, r Ihe latars wear 
drawers; but 1 wore a pair of firong leather 
breeches under my tfpwfors, which I found 
of very great for vice. A cumber band 

about 
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about fix yards long was tie<£ very tightly 
my waift, and in tliis 1 hang a 
brace of piftols, be fide having a large 
Turkifh fabrc fattened round niy middle 
with a belt. My European clothe% and 
whatever I had not immediate occafion for, 
J had packed up in wax cloth; Ihirts, 
Stockings, and other necettaries that I 
fhould have occafion for on the journey, I 
had put into a leather-pouch, which was 
fattened behind the faddje. 


THURSDAY, JULY 20. 

V 

Being with my Tatar completely 
equipped, at five o’clock our horfes were 
brought, and I took leave of my compa¬ 
nions. Captain Reid was reduced almott 
to a fhadow by the excefsive heat of the 
climate: he had been my companion in 
many agreeable cxcurfions, and I could 
fcarcely refrain from tears on thus taking 
leave of him, without the fmalleft liope 
of ever feeing him again. 


W© 
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We rode near« mile through the Bazar, 
where the merchants, having beenv : ap¬ 
prized when I ftiould go, were waiting 
with their letters. My Tatar took, I am 
fure, t upwards of two hundred under his 
, charge, this being the only method they^ 
have of forwarding lottcrs from one city 
to another. The merchants and Tat" * 
are, therefore, always upon very good 
terms; and the office of Tatar, as it is of* 
the greateft truft, is alfo very profitable; 
for, befide their other emoluments, they 
receive confiderablc prefents from the mer¬ 
chants. The letters are not any great in¬ 
convenience to them, giving no farther 
trouble than the mere carriage; for when 
a Tatar arrives at any confidcrable city, 
the merchants immediately go to theConac 
for their letters. 

Near the weftern gate of the city a 
caravan was preparing to fet out, feveral 
hundred camels being already loaded. 

As foon as we were without the gates 
we fet off at a brifk trot, the fir ft part of 

our 
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Our road being a perfect dcfcrt, without 
the lead appearance of vegetation. Having 
ridden about four miles, wc overtook the 
Tatar’s fervant with three horfes, the one 
on which he rode had my European 
clothes, a few neccflarics belonging to the 

_ b» 

Tatar, and a couple of leathern bottles 
yith water. The fccond horfe had only a 
cloth on him and a bridle; beinj| brought 
3s a referve, in cafe of any accident hap-' 
pening to the other horfes. The third was 
laden with two bales of merchandize, a 
thing cxprefly againfl: our agreement. I 
had actually deprived myfelf of many ne- 
ceilarics that I might not be encumbered; 
and now finding that my Tatar had de¬ 
ceived me, I thought of returning to 
Bagdad, and charging him with his 
breach of contradt. Reproaching him for 
his conduct, I threatened to return, which 
alarmed him very much, as fuch a ftep 

would in all probability have ruined him* 

He folemnly allured me, that he iliould 
only take them to Mosul. 


Though 
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Though muchdifconcerted by this Coa-s 
du£t ill my Tatar, yet having aheadyp&Hi 
him five hundred piaftefs, I thougMTit 
better to proceed, even though I might bo 
detailed a few days. The Tatar then pro* 

, mifing to make as much hafte as pofsiblc, 
we continued our journey, and about ninfc 
miles from Bagdad arrived at the banh$ 
of a branch of the Tigris. The road was 
here very rough, and full of ftuntetl 
ihrubs. We foon left the river, and at 
ten o’clock paired through the town of 
Yankja. In the vicinity were feveral 
flocks of fheep, watched by ihepherds for 
fear of the jackalls, which were very nu¬ 
merous, and made a moll hideous noife. 
On crofsing a plain weflward of Yankja, 
though between ten and eleven o’clock at 
night, I felt much inconvenience from a 
hot and fulphureous wind. I tied a hand¬ 
kerchief over my mouth and nofe till it 
pailed us, and my Tatar did the fame \ 
but I began to apprehend tome danger. 

■ A 

As thofe winds were fo ftrong even in the 
night, what havopk might they *not make* 
when the fun was at its height, and the 

earth 
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earth at its greateft heat f> We continued 
©if journey at the rate of about five milest 
an hour till eleven o’clock, when we ar¬ 
rived at a town called Doucolla, where 
we flept in the open air on a quilt syid a 
pillow, with all our clothes on. This place 
and Yankja are both fmall ftraggling 
towns, every houfe being furrounded by a 
feparatc mud wall. , 


FRIDAY, JULY 21. 

t 

We fet out this morning at half pail' 
four o’clock, and were foon joined by a 
Turk with a fervant and three liorfcs. 
We paflfed through feveral villages, and 
faw many very line fields of corn, with 
great quantities of game. Small cuts that 
led from a large canal fupplied the country 
with water, and made it very rich; the 
bridges over thefe cuts were narrow, and 
fometimes dangerous for the horfes to pafs, 
being only, a few flicks laid acrofs, and 
covered with clay. 

V 


The 
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The Turk, to (hew his dexterity, we$t 

/• 

0 

on full gallop over one of thofo*fe|idgjfesT 
but his horfe fell down, and threw hfti* to 
a condderable diflance. 

T 

•0 

t % 

We continued our route at the rate of 

m 

four miles an hour till half pad fix o’clock,. 
when we arrived at a Conac in a fmall 
village, called Mope. Here 1 breakfafted 
on eggs and milk, and went to deep under 
the lhadc of fomc trees near the canal. 
A very fine dream of clear water rail 
through the village, ki which were large 
quantities of turtle. 

We fet out again at half pad four 
o’clock, galloped for l’ome time over an 

open defert country, and at feven ar¬ 
rived at a fmall town, furrounded by a 
mud wall, called Mass abb as, near the 
banks of the river Deaal. In this neigh¬ 
bourhood were the remains of foiiie mili- 

■*< 

tary entrenchments. Wc faw alfo feveral 
wild hogs, fome of which were very large. 
They came out to feed at fun-fet, and one 
of extraordinary fize drew near us, and 

I did 
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did not appear alarmed. Being very well 

mounted, I rode full gallop towards him 

with fabre in my hand, expecting the 

creature would have run away; but 1 was 

foon deceived; for when I came near.him, 

* 

he put liimfelf in a pofture of defence, 
presenting one tide, and inclining his head 
towards me. I thought it prudent to 
make a precipitate retreat, and am of 
opinion that had I attacked him he would 
have deftroyed both myfclf and horfc; for, 
though I had both a fabre and pittols, I do 
not imagine that I could have made any 
imprefsion on fuch a monftrous animal. 

We now rode at the rate of five miles an 
hour, eroded the river Deaal over a hone 
bridge which had two very lofty hone 
pillars at one end, and at half paft nine 
o’clock arrived at a village called Chu- 
buccan, where we flept 'on the bare 
ground in the ojpen air. 


SATURDAY, 
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SATURDAY, JULY 22. 

At half pad one o’clock, as we were 
remounting, a large party of* Arabs on 

« s 

horfeback entered the village. We pur- 
fued our journey at the rate of four miles 
an ho in;; and at four o’clock again eroded 
\he river Deaal over a (tone bridge at a 
village called Deaal-abbas. Before day¬ 
break we met fovcral parlies of Arabs on 
horfeback between Chubuccan and this 
place; but they did not moled; us, and we 
very feldom flopped to fpcak to them, 
only giving the cudomary falutalion as we 
palled. Here 1 procured bread and new 
milk, on which I made a very com fortablc 
breakfad. We mounted again at half pad 
four, and, turning due Ead, patted through 
a well cultivated country along the banks 
of the river Deaal till fix o’clock, when 
wc arrived at Adanaque. 

This town is fituated at the foot of a 
„ range of mountains, running Ead and 

X 2 Wed. 
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Weft, and is well watered by fome clear 
rivdlSa^that run from the mountains. 


Though here is plenty of ftone, yet all the 
houfes are built with clay, and are only 
one ftory high. In this place cranes are 
f fo abundant, that there is fcarcely a houfe 
#hich has not feveral nefts upon it. They 
are very tame, and the inhabitants never 
moled them. When any tiling, dilturbs 
thefe birds, they make a violent clatter 
with their long beaks, which is fometimes 
repeated by the others all over the town; 
and this noife will l'ometimcs continue for 


feveral minutes. It is as loud as a watch¬ 


man’s rattle, and not much unlike it in 

\ 7 

found. 


From Adanaque we fet out on frefli 

» 

horfes at half pall four o’clock, and at¬ 
tended the mountains by very narrow 

paflcs. Some were cut through the folid 

rock, giving room only for one horfe to 
pafs at a time. On the top of one of thefe 
mountains fome Arabs were encamped, 
who exa&ed a few piafters from my Tatar. 
There were indeed*! only half a dozen of 

them, 
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them, but they were all well $rjnsd» and 
I obferved them getting their niat^ilocks 
ready, in cafe my Tatar had refufed to 
comply with their demands. It requires 

r 

fome time for a man to prepare a match¬ 
lock, as he has to ltrike a light.- They ar<& 

° 1 • • 

very certain at a fteady mark, but othcN^ 
wife cannot be depended upon. They are 
chiefly.riflc-barrels, and the Arabs are near 
- a quarter of an hour in charging them. 

After crofsing thefe mountains \vc en¬ 
tered an extenfive vale, through which a 
confiderable river runs from Welt to *Eafl, 
called by the natives Siiat-el-Narin. 
There w v feveral Arabs with their flocks 
on the banks of the river, which we eroded 
at fun-fet. Though a confiderable body 
of water, it is a line clear ftream; but lias 
no bridge over it near this place. 

¥ 

About the banks of this river were fe¬ 
veral very curious animals, a fpccies of the 
Jerboa as deferibed by Buffon. They 
burrow like rabbits, feem very tame, and 
run very faft upon their hind legs. The 

I 3 tail 
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tail r y|. extfpmely long in proportion to 
the ood^j 'and has a large white tuft at 
the end. When fitting on the ground 
they have much the appearance of rats, 
but are about twice the lize, and of* a 
gillie lighter colour. 

^|We continued our journey, travel ling at 
thfc rate of about three miles an hour, and 
at ten o’clock arrived at a town called 

, s 

Kara tap a. Here my Tatar difmilfed tl*e 
fervant he brought from Bagdad, after 
giving him a fevere horfe-whipping. At 
eleven we fet out again on lVefli liorfes, 
the Turk and his fervant hill accom’^’w¬ 


ing us - . 


SUNDAY, JULY 23. 

After we left Karatapa, though the 
road was often very rugged, and we had 
fometimes difficulty enough ta difeern 
any track, wc rode full gallop the greater, 
part of the way. One fervant ufually 

leaxls one or two* h or fes, and thofe are 
2 whipped 
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whipped by the Tatar or other fjei 
who follow. One of the fervan^Ppl^'tip 
to whip my horfe; but, being as well 
mounted as any of the party, I thought 
myfelf able to ride as well as they. It 
alfo appeared to me fomewhat difgracefujv 
to fuffcr my horfe to be whipped by another -i 
pcrfon; and on one of the fervants itrikh? 
my beaff, I turned round and lathed hil 
•This was a broad hint, to be furc ; but it 
had the defircd effect; for they never 
offered to whip my horfe afterwards. 



Travelling ftill on lull gallop, we paffed 
more, of thofe encampments where the 
An. "ttioned to exact money. As ' 

the iiitj . as very dark, no moon being 
viiible, and the roads exceedingly rough, 
there was fcarcely a horfe among the party ' 
but had one or more falls, though thofe 
cattle are in general very fure-footed. 

i 

We arrived at KuppREEat half part tw4 
o’clock, after crossing the river Nart# 
over a done bridge. 

I 4. 


At 
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. A& pfour o’clock we fet out again on 

f '' > - * 0 

freOtliOTfes, and palled over a very barren 
country, not meeting with a lingle habi¬ 
tation, We continued along the bales of 
a chain of hills on our right, running I^alt 
and Well, and, though galloping all the 
way, met*' with no accident, the road 
Bteing in general very good. Some of our 
liorfcs, however, were fo much tir^d, that 
we Were obliged, to leave them behind, 
and mount the led horfes which are al¬ 
ways kept in referve. At half'pall fix 

o’clock wc arrived at a town called Tus- 

■ 

■ 

comar tee, where wc relied. 

Tuscomartee is very plcafantly litu- 
ated to the North, at the foot of fomc 

hills, and is well watered by feveral clear 
Itreams that flow from them. It c6m- 

\ r 

mands a very fine profpedt over an exten- 
flve valo to the South; in which it Ihould 
feem that in- winter there is a great deal of 
grafs, if we might judge from the long 
brown tufts that ftill nfinained, The fun 

■t 

is fo very powerful at tl^js feafon as to de- 
fl.roy all vegetation, except near the rivulets 

i? (hut 
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that flow from the mountains, 
find numerous flocks of Iheep and herds 
of cattle. Thefc, however, the llicpherds 
are always obliged to drive to the town in 
the evening, on account of the wild hearts. 
Though we had a view over this vale for 
near fifteen or twenty miles, I could not 
difeover a Angle habitation. 


'Our fare at the Conacs was tolerable, 
and the people were very attentive. In¬ 
deed, if any of the fervants, or even the 
mailers of the Conacs, had neglected their 
duty, my Tatar would not have failed to 
give them a good liorfe-whipping. 

Their mu Lion is very fine, as is their 

poultry alfo. Their kids too arc very good; 
but they drefs their victuals too much for 

an Englishman, and cat extravagantly of 

1 » 

the fat. Their bread is ljioftly in thin, 

^ & 

cakes, and tolerably good. My diet here 
was chiefly bread and milk. 

*? 

- ! ? 

At four o’clock in the afternoon wc left 

Tuscomartee; and, galloping the whole 

of 
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/ over a barren country, arrived 

0 

at half pad: fix at a town called Taook. 

a 

Taook is fituated on the North of the 
fame extenfive vale, which is about twenty 
miles o\;cr, and has a chain of mountains 
pn each fide, running Eatl and Weft. 



We fet out from Taook at*, half paft 
eight o’cloc k, and, after riding about Tour 
miles, arrived at a town called Tepelt,ee 
in the fame vale, watered by feverah 
ftreams flowing from the. mountains on the 
North. We did not flop at Tepki.eee, 
but continued our journey, riding at about 
four miles an hour, the roads being very 
rough, and i'ometimes intricate. 


In the nights, which were now very 

f 

dark, I could not but think that going full 
gallop over fucji rough ground muft be 
attended with fome danger; and I there¬ 
fore checked my^Tatar; but while the 
day-light continued permitted him to go 
as laft as he chofc. ■’* 

t 

The 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 

r » 

The Tatars are excellent riders, 
the greater part of their time on 
back; they have not, however, the lead 
regard for the beads, but gallop up hill or 
down without didindtion, and keep on till 
f omctimes the horfes fall under the fatigue, 
unable to go any farther. Nevertheless, 
thefe horfes are much more hardy and 
able to endure fatigue, than thofe of Eu¬ 
rope. The riders do not feem to be much 
afraid of a fall, which often happens in 
galloping down hill; for the cap preferves 
the head, the cumbcrband the body, and 
the drong boots the legs; and the loot is 
very cafily difengaged from the dirrups, 
which are iron-plates, nearly as long as 
the foot. 



MONDAY, JULY 2i. 

> 

We continued riding moderately till 
two o’clock, when we arrived at Kir- 

coos, alfo fituated in-the vale before- 

% 

mentioned.. 
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•'.. we fet out again on frefh horfes at three 

" 1 K 

6’clock, and foon after aicended the chain 
of mountains on our right. Near the 
fummit we found fcveral Naplitha pits. 
Thefe are dug out of the rock, are*about 
three feet deep, and into them the Naphtha 
oozes in a thick liquid, having a very ftrong 
fmcll, nearly rcfembling that of our coal- 
tar. Juft above thefe pits w$re feveral 
rocks of fait. 


a ‘ 


Wc foon after found ourfelves ampng 
fome hills ftiaped like hay-cocks, which 
appear to have been fo formed by water, 
being covered with pebbles and fhells, 
like thofe ufually feen on the fldes of 


rivers. 


Toward the top of this chain of moun¬ 
tains, thefe round hills were very large; but 
they gradually diminished for about two 
miles, when we defeended into an exten- 

five vale. ” . ■ 

v " * 

4 

' « 

1 . % 

% * 

This was to us a great relief; for it was 
moft unpleafant travelling among thofe 

5 hills. 
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hills, being obliged to make fe 
courfe, and finding them in fome plate fa 
extremely ftcep, that it was with diffi¬ 
culty our horfes could keep their feet, the 
roundifh pebbles giving way under their 
tread. Some of thole hills towards the 

i 

bottom were not much larger tharna good- 

■ 

fized hay-cock; and fecn from the vale 
below they had a very lingular appear¬ 
ance, extending from Eaft to Welt, as far 
the eye^ebuld reach. 


JPhis immenfe range of mountains ap¬ 
pears as if it had once formed a barrier. 
Along the top arc the remains of a very 
ftrong wall, built with ilone and cemented 
with bitumen. 


Soon after we had defeended into the 
vale, we pufhed on, in a gallop the greater 
part of the way, to Alton Kuppree, 
where we arrived at half pait feven o’clock, 

A 

* 

i 

This is a large and populous town, built 
on an ifland forixied by the river Alton, 

dividing’ 
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itfelf clofe above the town, and' 


limiting again a little below it, the town 
nearly covering the whole ifland. Here 
is at prefent a very large garrifon of Turk¬ 
ish foldiers; and the town may be deemed 
impregnable, being difficult of acccfs, and 
the ufa of artillery not known in this 
country* 


¥ 

. * * 

r r . , 

On entering the town we craned the 
river, over which is a done bridfgg of one 

r 

arch, the higheli I ever faw. The paffiage 
over this bridge is very 
being exceedingly fteepon both tides, and 
like a Gothic arch running up to a point 
in the center. The pavement upon the 
bridge too is very bad, and my horfe had 
fcveral falls before I got over it. This 
town is at prefent the capital of Turkith 

Curdistak, and a Bafhaw rclides in it. 

•• 

/ 



We fet out again at five o’clock in the 
afternoon, and on leaving the town eroded 
the other branch of the river, over which 

bridge of two a Hl es. fk This fiver con¬ 
tains 
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Hfife 


• * 


t* 




tains a large body of water, and fidlsititd 

i 

the Tigris, a few miles below the town., 

Soon after we left Alton Kuppree, 
we entered a very line and well cultivated 
counfry, fertile in corn and garden vege¬ 
tables, the former being then abojit to. be 
cut.' A journey of about fix miles brought 
us again among hills, with very little culf 
tivatiom**nor did we fee much fertility till 
'wc arrived near Evrill, which is thirty- 

two miles from Alton Kuppree. * 

* ^ 

4 •• 

fevRiLL appears to have been formerly a 
place of tome importance, for it exhibits 
the remains of an old cable on the top of 
an artificial hill on the Welt fide of the 

m 

town, and in the vicinity are fovenil Naph¬ 
tha pits. It is faid to be the ancient Arbe- 
la, near which Alexander fought with 
Darius, and the country for fome diftance 
round it is an open champaign. We did 
not change horfes here, but jeontinued our 
journey four miles farther, and at eleven 

o’clock arrived at a ,town called Akxava. 

** 

For 
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J Forthe greatcfl part of this ftage the road 
very good. 


TUESDAY, JULY 25. 

1 

This morning we fet out from Ankava 

at half palt one, and, riding very fail, at 

five reached a fmall town called Killick, 

on the banks of the river Zakf. . Here 

* 

was a caravan waiting to crofs the river, a 
patfage that mult take up a confiderable 
time, being without boats. The horfes 
and camels fwim acrofs, three or four at 
a time, being led by a man who fwims 
buoyed up by a goat’s Ik in inflated with 

winds which lie keeps under his breaft. 

The merchandize and paflengers arc car¬ 
ried over on a platform, which is fupported 
by the fame kind of Ikins blown up in 
proportion to the weight they have to 
carry. Wq. r cr oiled over in. this manner, 
and were not detained long, the conduc¬ 
tors of the caray|n giving us, as itrangers, 
the ^preference. " 


The 
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The Zarp is a very large aud perfectly 

clear river, flowing from fome very higti 

* 

mountains to the northward, capped with 
fnow. The country near the river appears 
to bfi very fertile, and produces great quan¬ 
tities of corn, which the inhabitants were 
employed in cutting. Having crofled the 
Zarp, we were foon re-moimtcd, and 
after ridiflg about fix miles through a fer¬ 
tile country, arrived at another confldcr- 
able river called the Hazir, which flows 
from near the fame fourcc. This is not 
fo large as the Zarp, but as there were 


no conveyances, it was with fome difficulty 
we were enabled to forcl it, being now un- 


ufually high on account of the fnow melt¬ 

ing from the mountains. 


AVe rode very faft over a fine champaign 
for about lix miles further, and at eight 
o’clock arrived at a town called Kara- 
koosh. 


Horfcs not being ready,. we had to wait 
an hour, though I wafc very anxious to get “ 
to Mosul this morning, as X thought it 

K would 
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would gain me a day. Horfes were 
brought a little after nine o’clock; but 
the fun was now become oxcefsively hot, 
the inhabitants began to retire into the 

ihade, and fome of them down into deep 

* . 

vaults. " This part of the country is 
reckoned the moft dangerous at this feafon, 
on account of the Samicl winds, which 
arc now at their greateft ftrchglh, and 
more people arc dcltroyed by them than 
in any other way. Both my Tatar and 
myfelf being exceedingly well mounted, 
wc fet out at full fpeed, and continued 
that pace molt part of the way, which is 
near twenty miles; for the Samicl winds 
were beginning to life before wc could 

c5 

reach Mosul, and they would have gained 

t 

lirength fo fait, that 1 have no doubt if 
we had been an hour later, expofed as wc 
were, the whole party, men and horfes, 
would have been laid dead on the ground. 


We readied Mosul at a quarter before 

eleven o’clock, after crofsing the Tigris 

over* a bridge of boats. From my long 

* 

expofufe to the fun, the fkin had come 
off both fny hands and face. Immediately 

5 oix 
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on my arrival I went to bathe in* the hum* 
mums, which I found very rcfrefhing. 

Mosul, which is faicT by fome of the 
inhabitants to be the ancient Nineveh, is 
plcafantly fituated on a declivity upon the 
right banks of the Tigris* What it'may 
formerly have been I cannot fay, but it is 
now a very large town, and contains many 
Jiandfome buildings, exclufive of the hum- 
mums, mofqucs, and minarets, which are\ } . 
all built of hewn ftone. 

m 

v 

Here is not fo much referve of manners 
as in the cities to the call ward, women of 
all deferiptions being nearly as much cx- 
pofed as ill Europe. The town is very 
populous, and comprifes men of various 
religions; but the great bulk of the inha¬ 
bitants are Curds, or, as the Arabs call 

them, Kurks. 

1 * 

* * 

I took a guide and went over mod part 

of the town. The Bazar is^largfe and Well 
fupplied; and mod of the articles, except 

t *■ 

K 2 . clothing, 





A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 


clothing) are very moderate. The people 
appeared much more induftrious than any 
1 had feen before fincc I left India. Va¬ 


rious manufactories are carried on, and in 
feme they excel the Europeans. Their 
faddles and trappings for horfes, in parti¬ 
cular, are very elegant. They alfo make 
carpets of filk, with flowers worked in 
them, which feem to vie with the belt of 
our manufactures. They arc alfo very, 
dexterous in making edgings and trim¬ 
mings of various kinds, both for men and 
women. Their manufactories in coppej;. 
and iron too arc very numerous; and a 
great variety of articles made of thofe 
metals arc font down the Tigris as low as 


Bussora, exclufive of the immenfe quan¬ 
tity of metal fent down unmanufactured; 
for they get the ore in abundance from the 
mountains to the northward. 


The town of Mosul is furrounded by a 
ftrong lofty wall built with hewn ftone. 
^he’fpaGe w^jiir the wall is not entirely 
occupied by hoijrftfs, many places being 

•* covered 
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covered with ruins, which proves tliat it 
has once been much more populous than 
at prefent. 



Directly oppofite the Conac where I 
Hopped was the Court of Juftiye. The 
trials here arc very Aiort; for in lefs than 
five minutes after the prifoner is taken be¬ 
fore the.court, if he be found guilty, he 
fc conveyed to receive his punifhment. 
The Court of Juflice is opened at fun-rife; 
byt it does not continue above two hours, 
for, as the reader will perceive, they have 
a method of difpatching buflnefs very 
quickly. 

I met here a Venetian Padre named 
Moneur, with whom I converted in Latin, 
which lie fpoke very fluently. He had re¬ 
cently received letters from Constanti¬ 
nople, giving an account of thp French 

* y * » 

having invaded his country, at which 
he feemed much conceraecL, 'He was a 
ver.y intelligent pleafanHrhanj andtouch 
more learned than many of the fraternity. 
He had his mifsion from the Pope, had 

K 3 been 



A, r JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

been at Mosul two years and eight 
months, and intended going to India 
very foon. There was not a perfon in the 
whole town that underftood either French 
or Englilh. 

* t ..1 

I here found that I could not proceed 
by. the ufual route, on account of the 
then turbulent Itate of the country. The 
inhabitants of Jesseera were in open re¬ 
bellion a gain It the Turki/h government, 
had killed the J3alhaw, and committed 
many other oxceiTes. I was alfo told, that 
it was very dangerous to no even a few 
miles from Mosul without a (trong guard. 
In confequence of this information, my 
Tatar waited on the Bafhaw with the 
iirmaun, who immediately ordered a 
guard of an officer and fixteen horfemen. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 26. 

• * - g# i ' • 

' » 

I 

At four o’clock in the afternoon we 
were informed that our guards and fer- 

•> k\ / 

vants were ready. We mounted, and 

found 
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found them waiting for us at the, 
gate. 



I had now the mortification to find my 
Tatar again breaking his promifc by taking 
thc*merchandizc further, 'lhougft I had 
not hitherto been much detained by- it, I 
thought that it might be a temptation to 
the numerous liordi s of banditti that in left 
this country; but as l had no alternative 
I was forced to fubmit to this grofs impo- 
fition. The horfes belonging to the whole 
party were exceedingly good, and this 
was perfectly ncccfiiiry, as we had to travel 
upwards of a hundred and fifty miles be¬ 
fore wc could obtain frefh ones. The of¬ 
ficer’s horfc was a beautiful white Arabian, 

exceedingly fwift. 

> 

Soon after we had left the town, many 
of the horfemen, to give their beatts a 
breathing, exercifed with their fpears, 

which to me was one of the fineft fights I 

V Jjt 

had ever beheld. The 0$i«?er wore a learlet 
gown and cameline; lys cap was near two 
feet high, and ihapccl like the crown of*a 

K 4 * hat,; 
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hatj^feis beard was long and black; and 

he was about thirty years of age. The 

■ 

foldiers were dreffed in white, withfcarlet 
caps and turbans, and only wore muf- 
taches. 

# 

The unfettled date of the country com¬ 
pelled us to travel up the right banks of 

the Tigris. We rode moderately at about 

■ s » 

four miles an hour, and at feven'.o’clock 
arrived at a fmall village on the banks of 
the river, where we refreftied. The coun¬ 
try through which we had palled from 
Mosul to this village is very well culti¬ 
vated, producing great quantities of corn; 
and nearly the whole cf the way we faw 
ruins on both fidcs of the river, fome at a 
confidcrable didance, and others clofe on 

i 

the banks. This village is fituated on the 
top of an almoft perpendicular cliff, about 
a hundred and fifty yards above the river. 

We fet out again at eight o’clock, our 
guard now amounting to twenty horfemen. 

The rOad foon became very hilly and 

/ - 

rugged; but after wc had got through 

fome 
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fome very flcep and narrow paries, 
only one liorfc could go at a time, we 
again came to the banks of the Tigris. 
The night was dark, and the road fo very 
bad, that it was with much difficulty we 
could make any progrefs. We now turned 
4 to the fouthward, leaving the Tigris' on 
our right, and joined a large caravan going 
to Diarbekir. It conlilted of about two J 

thoufand’*camels, three thoufand a lies and 

« 

mules, and one thoufand holies; the whole 
being conducted by an Arab Sheik, with 
a conliderable number of guards. 



THURSDAY, JULY £27. 

Soon after we had come up with the 
caravan, which was about one o’clock in 
the morning, feveral Tatars going to Di- 
areekir joined our party; for, though 
equipped to travel much falter than a ca¬ 
ravan, they were afraid to pufh.. forward. 
There are no fixed refidencesin this coun¬ 
try*, and it is at prefent much infefted by 
wandering hordes of banditti. When the 

Tatars 
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joined our party it amounted 
to forty horfe. We now rode faflcr than 
the caravan, which formed a continued 
line of full fix miles, and came up with 
the head of it at five o’clock. We then 
flopped by the fide of a fmall rivulet on 
an extenfive plain. Hercalfo the caravan ' 
flopped, unloading their beads of burden, 

and pitching their tents as they came up. 

« 

My Tatar not having provided proper 
accommodations, I was obliged to lie 
down on the bare earth with all my clothes 
on. 1 flept, however, till feven o’clock, 
when the fun became very hot, I then 
went into the Arab Sheik’s tent, and 
breakfafted with him. 

Near this rivulet is a lofty mound of 
earth, which commands an extenfive prof- 
pedt over the plain. On the top of this 

mound the Sheik kept a watch the whole 
day, to prevent a furprize. Of thofe lofty 
mounds of earth there are many in this 
country, and they are no doubt artificial, 
as they always Hand fingly on extenfive 

plains. 
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plains. They mud, however, have 
much labour, fomc of them being ex¬ 
tremely large. 

I Jierc caught fome locufts of. an extra¬ 
ordinary fize, and very thick in proportion 
to their length. They have no wings, 
move (lowly, and arc eafily taken. I Coon 
found it .necclliiry to be careful that they 
did not fiite me, for I am perfuaded that 
they could eafily have bitten my finger to 

the bone. 1 tried one with a twig about 

» 

as thick as a quill, which it bit through in— 
ftantly. I then dilfeeted one, and on ex¬ 
amining one of its grinders found it nearly 
as large’ as a human tooth, and fo hard, 
that I was not able to make any imprefsion 
on it with my penknife. The grinders 
were nearly the colour of mahogany. 

Finding, that we were not molefted by 
(lies or other infers, and aferibing this 
circumdance to the cxceisive heat of th$ 
fun at tliis feafon, I made an experiment 

on one of thefe large locufts, by expofing 

1 1 

it to the fun, which actually killed it in 

lets 



140 . A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

✓ * 

lefsThan'aa*hour. I alfo found that flics, 
when cxpofed in the middle of the day, 
fell down almoft inftantly; and that all 
kinds of infe6ts muft either get into fome 
fhade, or inevitably perifli. t 

The Sheik was under fome apprehenflons 
that he fhould be attacked, and took, of 
courfe, every ncceflury precaution. He 
kept about fifty horfemen ready to mount 
in a moment, and font others eight or ten 
miles round as a patrole. It was near this 
place that the Tatar whom I have men¬ 
tioned before * was murdered, and this 
circumftance was flill frcfli in the minds 
of the people. It mull:, however, have 
required a very confiderable force to have 
cut off this caravan, there being nearly as 
many men as beads of burden, and every 
one armed with fome fort of weapon. 
The greateft part had long fpears, and 
though thefe might not appear very for¬ 
midable againlt regular European troops, 
they are perfectly well adapted to tjie 


# Page 35- 


prefent 
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prefent mode of fighting in th^Country^ 
Some of the people had bows and arrows,’ 
and, indeed, one of the Tatars was armed 
with them. This man was very dexterous 
in fljooting; when on horfeback, he car¬ 
ried his bow and quiver Hung over , his 
flioulder, and appeared capable of doing 
more execution than the fpear-men. 

. The ground whereon we were en¬ 
camped was covered with long dried grafs 
and tobacco leaves, both quite brown 
and withered; for no green thing appears 
here, except in the immediate vicinity of 
water. 

0 

Some of the people belonging to the 
caravan fet the grafs on fire to leeward of 
the encampment, which ipread very ra¬ 
pidly, and quickly confumed its fuel. 

5 

> V ' 

At half paft five o’clock we fet out with 
this immenfe caravan, which required two 
hours to be put in motion; and our Mosul 
guard now returned. 


FRIDAY, 



* 
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FRIDAY, JULY 28. 

We continued in company will? the 
caravan till three o’clock this morning, 

1/ iT/ 4 

travelling at the rate of only three miles 
an hour. The forcinoft perfons of the 
caravan then began to pitch their tents by 
the tide of a rivulet. 

Being joined by the Diarbekir Tatars 
and live Arabs, which made our party 
amount to twenty horfo, we now left the 

u m 

caravan, and puihed forward, at the rate 
of fix miles an hour, over an onen defert 

7 i 

country, in which not a habitation nor 
any fpecles of cultivation were to be feen. 

i 

At fun-rife we came to fome rivulets, 

\ 

wbofe banks were covered with grafs and 
rtiihes, growing very thick and long. 
Among thefe were fc.vcral wild hogs, 
which rulhed out to the neighbouring 
plain as We approached. I faw one 
drove of about twenty running towards a 

rivulet, 
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rivulet, as if they intended to crofstts;ai*d 
all the noife the whole party could make 
was not fufficient to turn them. Being 
exceedingly well mounted, I purfued them 
at fitll fpeed, having with me two Arabs 
armed with their long fpcars. W(^overtook 
them at the rivulet, when the whole herd 
ruthed through, and ran acrofs the plain, 
except one, which attempted to hide him- 
felf among the ruflics. The Arabs with 
their fpcars foon found him out. lie at¬ 
tempted to run acrofs the plain after the 
others, but we purfued clofely, and turned 
him. I foon found that the Arabs were 
more dextrous than myielf, for they had 
fpeared him before I was able to get a cut 
at him with my fabre. After be had been 
wounded two or three times, he became 
exceedingly furious, and ran at our horfes, 
while we endeavoured to keep him off with 
our weapons. The Arabs had the advan¬ 
tage with their long fpears, as T could not 

cut him with my fabre till I was-very near 
him. Through my in attention and want 
of experience, he at one time a&uatly 
touched my horfe with his tufks, and, | 

was 



£ 144 A JOURNEY FROM INDIA, 

$ eT $ A ,ear bein S demounted. Such 
* an accident might have proved fatal, as 
the hog would foon have deftroyed me 


while on the ground. He alfo touched 


one of the Arabs horfes, but did not greatly 


injure either, the horfes being very quick * 


in their motions. He foamed at the 


mouth, and fnatched at the fpears, or any 
thins: that came near him. While he had 
Strength we were all afraid to clofe upon 
him, and only wounded him as he run at 
us. He foon, however, became weak 
through lofs of blood, and wc then clofed 
upon him, fpearing and cutting till at laft 
he fell. X did not obferve that he made 


the lead noife either during the chace or 
while we were killing him. He was rather 
under the middling ftze, and his colour 
was a deep red. 


The reft of the party did not interfere, 
but remained quiet fpedtators, and were 
highly entertained. To me it was one of 
the greateit treats that could pofsibly have 
happened, as I had never witnefted any 
thing of the kind before. X had frequently 

fecn 
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fcctt wild hogs, and had wiftied /jnuch t(*, 
attack them, but was afraid to do it alone, 
and am now fully convinced how impru¬ 
dent it would have been. They defend 
themfelves much longer than I could have 
• imagined, and when irritated iif) animal 
can be more furious. We left the hog 
dead upon the ground, and foon after¬ 
wards faw a very large brown wolf. 

We again continued our route at the 
rate of fix miles an hour, till half pad 
eight o’clock, when we arrived at one of 
thofe artificial hills fituated on an extenfive 
plain by a pleafant iivulct of clear voter. 
There is no fixed refidence to be feen near 
this place, and the tents are only tempo¬ 
rary, to accommodate travellers who are 
obliged to pafs through this unfrequented 
route on account of the prefent difturbed 
ftate of the country. 

We fiept in a tent pitched by the fide 
of the rivulet, and I was fortunate in 
getting a little bread and milk. I bathed 
in the rivulet, and found it very refrelhing. 

L I alfo 
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I alfo felt much eafe and comfort from 
having my head fhaved, and always wafhed 
my head in cold water whenever I had an 
opportunity. 

t 

At five ( p’clock in the afternoon we again 
mounted our horfcs; and after travelling 
ten miles nearly due Weft, over an open 
country which appears to have been once 
inhabited and cultivated, though now en-* 
tircly forfakcn, we came to fome fine 
ftreams of water, on the banks of one pf 
which are the ruins of a city, which ap¬ 
pears to have been once very extcnlive, 
and nearly in the ftiape of a half moon. 
Here were many hewn ftones of very large 
dimenftons; and among the ruins I faw a 
ftone coffin, with the lower part entire, 
but could not difeover any infeription 

either on the ftones or on the coffin. 

/ 

About this unfrequented place no living 
creatures are to be feen, except wild hogs, 
a few wolves, and fome eagles, the latter 
very tame. The ftreams, however, 
abounded with fffh. 


We 
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We continued our route nearly due 
Weft till nine o’clock, when, having 
crofted a rivulet, we turned to the north¬ 


ward. One of our party about this time 
loft # his way, but on his firing a piftol, we 
were enabled to find him. The night being 
very dark, and there being -no road or 
path to follow, it was fometimes with the 
utmoft difficulty that we could proceed. 


# 

m 

At midnight we reached a fmall place 
called Thies, which contained merely a 
few lioufes built on one of thofe artificial 
hills of which I have before made men¬ 
tion. We refted here half an hour; for I 
was now almoft exhaufted with hunger 
and fatigue. 


SATURDAY, JULY 29 . ^ 

■ 

* 

We fet out again fronj Thies, at half 
paft twelve o’clock, without having been 
able to procure any refreftiment. Soon 
after our quitting the place we loft our 
way, it being extremely dark, * and got 

L 2 into 
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igtOi Com#-iwampy ground, from which it 
Was near an hour before we could extricate 
ourfclvcs. We then eroded feveral ftrcams 
that flow from a chain of mountains to 
the northward, and rode briikly till three 
o’clock, when we arrived atNissiBiN. 

I congratulated myfelf on again enter¬ 
ing an inhabited country, with marks of 
cultivation, which I had not feen fince It. 
quitted the neighbourhood of Mosul. 

m 

Our Arab guides now left us; but we 
were itill fifteen in number, and for a 
party fo large we were not able to pro¬ 
cure a fuflicient number of liorfes before 
feven o’clock. 

Nissibin is at prefent a fmall and mi- 
feriible place; but the many circumjacent 
ruins imply that it has once been of more 
confequence. 

We had now got into the common road; 

but moft of the party being badly mounted, 
we were obliged to travel flowly. The 

fun 
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fun becoming exceedingly h<it£ ; £wi$ed 
much to get to Mardin as footi as pof-* 4 
fiblc. 

i 

About fix miles weftward fromNissiBiN 
are fome magnificent ruins of an ancient 
palace, which appears to have been very 
lofty, fome parts of the building being 
ftill of a great height. I had the curiofity ‘ 
to ride into the inner fquare, where I 
found fome Curds drawing water from a 
well in the centre about forty yards deep. 
The water was very cold and exceedingly 
clear. The walls of the building are of 
altonilhing thicknefs; a (tone ftaircafc re¬ 
mains almoft entire; and fome parts of the 
walls, which have been undermined, arc 
fo ftrongly cemented, that in their fall 
they ftill adhere together. 

We now parted through a finely culti¬ 
vated country, a chain of lofty mountains 
on our right ranging Eaft and Weft, having 
their fides covered with fir-trees, 

L 3 


About 
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*:^ki6ut twelve miles weft ward of* the firfl 
ruins is another heap, among which a very- 


lofty arch remains entire. Near thefc 

ruins, and a little out of the road towards 

the mountains, were fome young Curd 

women rnilking their goats. I took my 

Tatar with me, and procured fome milk. 

The features of thefc women were much 

handlomer than thofe of the Arabs, and 
► * 

they are nearly as fair as the women in 
England. 


Being now again expofed in the middle 

of the day, I fullered much from the ex- 

cefsive heat of the fun. The hot winds 

too began to collect; but before they had 

acquired ftrength enough to be dangerous, 

we pafled the village called Arin, and 

afeended the fide of the mountain towards 
• * 

Mardin, when I happily found myfelf 
out of their reach, as they never prevail 
in elevated fttuations; and I have fre¬ 
quently obferved, that whenever they 
fhape their courfe towards a mountain, 
they foon fubfide. From near the top of 

5 thefc 
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thcfe mountains, I had an opportunity of 
obferving the progrefs of the hot winds* 
which was nearly fimilar to what I had oU- 
ferved of them when on the banks of the 
Tigris, with this difference only, that 
this" being a mountainous filuation, and 
the other quite level, they here loflrthcis 
force by approaching the mountains, and. 

in the other cafe by crofsing the river. 

/ 

Though there is much cultivation and 
fomc fine palturc in the vale below, the 
people are obliged to drive their flocks 
towards the mountains, whenever and fo 
long as thofe winds prevail. 

The afeent was by a bad road, and our 

progrefs fo ye ry flow, that it was three 

■ 

o’clock in the afternoon before we arrived 
at Mardin, and our horfes were com¬ 
pletely tired. 

* 

Mardin, fituated at the top of a very 
lofty and rugged mountain, is a city of 
confiderable fi2e, and very populous. The 
greater part of the inhabitants are Arme- 

L 4 nians. 
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tuanV?whoare very induftrious, and carry 

I i * _ 

oitffeVeral manufactories. The city is fur- 

m 

rounded by a ftrong and lofty wall built 

with hewn (tone; and on the fummit of 

the mountain is a ftrong fort, on which 

a few cannon arc mounted, 

* 

The city is built on the fouth fide of the 
mountain, at a part where it is extremely 
fteep. The houfes are much better built 
than any that I had feen fince I left In¬ 
dia. The ftreets run Eaft and Weft, and 
have fteps communicating from one to an¬ 
other. The bates of the houfes in the 
upper ftreet are even with the tops of the 
houles in the ftreet below. The city is 
very well fupplied with water, and of 
good quality, 

% 

The inhabitants, who feem to be a hof- 
pitable wcll-difpofed people, enjoy a pure 
air, have as fair complexions as the people 
in England, and in general appear ruddy 
and healthy. Many of the women are 

very beautiful, and expofe their perfons 
nearly as much as the ladies in Europe. 

% Provifions, 
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Provifions, and vegetables in particular* 

■ f 

arc plentiful, good, and cheap; thfey Iiaye 
alfo moft kinds of fruits, and of the fineft T : 
quality, the climate being exceedingly 
hot in the valleys, and temperate on thp 
mountains, 

I found here a mifsionary from Rome, 
with whom I converted in Latin. He was 
an intelligent plcafant man, and informed 
me of many occurrences in Europe, of 
which I had not before heard. The mif- 
fionaries correfpond with each other all 
over the Empire, and are fpeedily ac¬ 
quainted with every material tranfa&ion 
both here and in Europe. 

The Turks are of a difpofitjon precifely 
the reverfe, and appear perfectly indif¬ 
ferent to every thing that does not imme¬ 
diately concern them. 

* 

* 

This city, by its fituation, may be faid 
to be impregnable; and i'ome hiftorians 

affirm, that Tamerlane laid fiege to it 

for 
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for three years, without being able to re- 

r 

thlce it. 


Finding that it would be dangerous tra¬ 
velling to Diarbekir without protection, 
my Tatar waited on the Bafhaw witfi the 
firmaun; who immediately gave orders for * 
a guard. 


SUNDAY, JULY 30. 

f 

We left Mardin this morning at eight 
o’clock, accompanied by one of the Di¬ 
arbekir Tatars and his attendants, and 
defeended the north fide of the mountain 
on which the city is built; of which, 
though very deep and rocky, every little 
patch of ‘ground capable of cultivation 
bore proofs of the induftry of the Arme- 

i 

nians, in abundance of grapes, apples, 
pears, plumbs of various forts, cucumbers, 

> 

•melons, and almoft all kinds of European 
fruits and vegetables. 


After 
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After we had crofted this lofty chain of 

J «. «. 

mountains, we reached atv extendve range 
of round hills, the bottoms of which were > 
cultivated udiercver there was water. The 
Curd women here labour in the fields as 

M 

Well as the men, and refemble much the 
peafantry of England. Among thefe 
hills we continued travelling for near 
twenty miles, when they gradually dimi- 
t nifhed as we defeended, and cultivation 
re-appeared. Some people were fowing, 
and others reaping. They have cattle and 
horfes in abundance, very few iheep, but 
a great number of goats, which feem bet¬ 
ter adapted to the lituation. The bills in 
general were thickly planted with trees, 
and wc did not get clear of them till half 
part two o’clock, when we arrived at the 
place where we were to receive our guard 
for Diarbekir, 

* 

We found here a great number of fmali 
theds made of the branches'of trees, having 
their door-ways toward the North; The 
people live In thefe in preference to lioufcs 
at this fcafon of the year, and they were 

very 
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very full «f inhabitants, who appeared to 
bfe all diligently employed. 

The women drefs differently from both 
the Arabs and Turks. They wear cap 
like that of a Iluffar, feven or eight 
inches deep, covered with a white cloth, 
and bound with a fliavvl or handkerchief 
round the forehead. Part of the white 
cloth prote&s the neck from the fun; but 
the face below the forehead is entirely 
expofed. Over their under drefs, they 
wear a loofe gown with ihort wide fleeves, 
tied round the waift by a fafli. They 
wear no ftockings, but have yellow Turkifh 
flippers. 

They fpin with a rock and fpindle, and 
I have feen fome of them weaving. I be¬ 
lieve them to be as happy people as exift 
in the world, and, indeed, content ap¬ 
pears in every countenance. 

We dined in one of thefe houfes, or 
rather fheds, with fome Turkifh officers, 
among whom was the commandant qf 

a party 
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a party ftationed here, to wliojii my 
Tatar prefented the Bathaw’s order for a 

* 

guard. Though I have called it dining, 
the fact is, that I could not eat their 
vicrtu^ls, every dilh being rendered fo very 
# fat and greafy. Fortunately, however, I 
prevailed on one of the women to go and 
milk a goat for me, and made a comfort¬ 
able meal of milk and bread. 

It was eight o’clock in the evening be¬ 
fore we fet out, being obliged to continue 
on our Mardin horfes. After we had 
palled over this uniform range of hills, we 
had Hill to travel through fome ftcep partes, 
among which, about ten o’clock, it being 
then very dark, a laughable circumftance 
occurred,. The commander of our guard, 
who appeared> to be a man of courage, 
faw a bealt moving at a little dirtance. 
As we were far from any habitation, the' 
whole party thought that it wsis a lion, 
and the lize and colour of the animal fa¬ 
voured the deception. The officer muf- 
tcred his troops, moft of them being ex- 
■ ceedingly well mounted, and armed with 

long 
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lo&gfpears, and rode toward the luppoled 
lion in a body; nor was it till they were 
almoit near enough to fpear him, that 
they were undeceived, by difeovering that 
it was a hog. t 

i ■ i 

On enquiry I found that among thefe 
hills lions arc very numerous, and deftroy 
many of the flocks belonging to the in- 
duitrious inhabitants. 

I-* 

At eleven o’clock we forded a river, on 

* 

whofe banks were a great many tents be¬ 
longing to numerous gangs of banditti 
who infelt this part of the country. As 

foon as we had palled them, our guard, 

» 

expecting that they would follow us, halted 
for a quarter of an hour, while we conti¬ 
nued our route. The robbers, having ob- 
ferved the troops, did not make any at¬ 
tempt, and our guards foon overtook us. At 

twelve o’clock wc forded the river Tigris. 

% 

* 

At Mardin, and to the fouthward of 
that extenflve range of lofty mountains, 
the Arabic is the prevailing language. To ■ 

the 
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the northward, the Turkilh language is 
more common. 


# MONDAY, JULY 31. 

» 

After we had forded the Tigris, 
which was here very broad, we entered a 
fine level well-cultivated country; and 
travelling at the rate of four miles an 
hour, at half paft four o’clock we again 
forded the Tigris at Diarbekir. We 
had to wait till fun-rife, however, before 
the gates could be opened. 

* 

Diarbekir is a large populous city, 
and the capital of an extenlive province 
of the fame name. It is pleafantly fitu- 
ated on an eminence upon the weftera 

banks of the Tigris, and furrounded by 

* 

af ftrong lofty wall built \vith hewn ftone. 

On the land-lide it has once been pro- 

• * 

tedted by three walls and two ditches, 
pact of which are ftill to be feen. Toward 
the river, which runs nearly half round the 
• city, nature has ftrongly fortified it by a 

Md 
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rolidf tocJ^&bout twenty feet perpendicu¬ 
lar. On the walls are feverat towers, in 
which a guard is conftantly kept. 

9 

They have alfo fome cannon there, 
chiefly hrafs field pieces of a fmall calibre, 
and a few brafs mortars; but very few of 
either are ferviceable. 

i 

The city commands an extenfive and 
delightful profpe<5t over a fertile country, 
and the winding ltreams of the Tigris 
add much to the beauty Of the feene. It 
is well watered bv means of a canal from 
the Tigris, which is cut fevcral miles 
above, and in fome places through very 
rugged ground. A branch of this canal 
runs on the outfide of the walls, on the 
weftern fide of the city, and foon after 
falls into the river. On this branch are 
feveral corn mills; and it being very fteep 
where thofe mills are built, the water falls 
upon the wheel, and by this means a fmall 

body of water acquires great power, They 

are fomething like our over-fhat mills in 

ENe&yAND. 


I took 



towards England- 
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I took a guide and went tqpLtgfe' t&i: 
greater part of the city. The houfes aril 
built with hewn ftone, and the ftreets all 


paved. Many of the public edifices are 
veryjelegant. The Armenian cathedral is 
a large and handfome ftrudture, about 
the length of Weftminfter-hall, but not 
fo wide. The roof is fupporled by two 
rows of pillars, and the whole of the floor 
is covered with carpets, for even the 
Turks on entering it pull off their fhocs. 
The Armenian mode of worfliip is nearly 
fimilar to that of the Roman Catholics; 


they have their crucifixes and burning 
lamps. In the court before the cathedral 
is a very handfome fountain, which throws 
its water to a confiderable height. 


I vifited the manufadtories alfo, of which 
there are great numbers. They manufac¬ 
ture copper, iron, wool, 9otton, filk, and 
feveral other ftaples. Some of their wool is 
very fine, and the weavers are numerous. 
People of the fame trade ufually live to¬ 
gether; thus, one ftreet contains nothing 

9 < 

• but weavers; another itreet, fhoe-makgrs; 

M _ another. 
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andther,* fmiths, &c. Their leather is 

• # 

Very good, and’they work it exceedingly 

well. I had cafes made for my piftols, 

% 

which were executed very neatly. Here 
are a great many dyers, and the waters of 
the Tigtis are faid to be peculiarly adapted 
to the purpofes of that trade. 


In fome branches, thefe people are 
equal, if not fuperior, to many Euro¬ 
peans; hut the weavers are very inferior 
to the Englilh; and the cloth they make, 
whether of woollen, cotton, or lilk, is 
always very narrow. They entertain a 
very high opinion of the Britifh manufac¬ 
tures, and the very name of an Englilh- 
man is fufficient to gain the greateft re- 
fpect. 

v 

The fuperfine broad cloth worn by the 
principal people is of Englilh manufacture, 
as are alfo their watches, of which latter I 
faw a great many with Arabic characters, 
made by.“ Brookbank, of Comhill, Lon¬ 
don,” and fome by “ Prior, in London/* 

People 
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People of all descriptions feem here to 
enjoy much liberty. The various fedts of 

a 

Chridians have their chapels and churches, 
and each follows his own mode of worlhip 
without moledation. 

A 

I 

■ 

My Tatar informed me, that there was 
a Padre here who could fpeak English; 
but, as be was lame, if I wiihed to fee 
him I mull go to his houfe. I had fome 
doubts at fird whether the Tatar was in 
jeft or earned, as he often fpoke ironically; 
I therefore made him go with me. I 
found the Padre to be a Capuchin Friar, 
w r ith his brown-hooded cloak on. He was 
exceedingly ignorant, did not know* a word 
of Englilh, and underdood but little 
Latin. He was very corpulent^ had got 
the gout, and appeared as if he had been 
long accudomed to drink fomething 
dronger than water. He was a father 
confelfor, and had a round foreen of black 
gauze that he could let down by a line 
from the ceiling, and which inclofed the 

fair penitents when they came to receive 

• abfolution; but finding him fo extremely 

M 2 ignorant, 
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gnorartt, and fuch a difgufting figure, 

* 

I made a very fhort flay. 


I conceived this to be a mere device of 
my Tatar, to fhew what a mean opinion 
he entertained of the religion of the 
Franks, or, as they arc commonly called, 
Fringuis (the Arabs and Turks calling 
Europe Fringuiltan). lie .certainly 
thought that I had been of the fame per* 
fuafion, but finding me as little fatislied 
witli my vifit as himfelf, and being iji- 
formed by me that the Englifii had no 
more crucifixes and images in their 
mofques than the 'lurks, lie was inclined 
to entertain a more favourable opinion of 
the Englifii; and 1 do not remember his 
ever calling me Fringui afterwards. 

I do not, indeed, wonder that the 
Turks fliould entertain fuch a prejudice 
* againlt the Chrifiian religion; for all the 
Chfiftian countries bordering upon thje 
TmkiOi empire (and even the Greeks and 

Armenians among the Turks) have their 

% 

crucifixes and images, which reprefent a - 

kind 
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kind of idol worihip, to which all MufTiff*! 
men have a particular averfion; and that 
a Ion-. 1 is fufiicient to prevent them from; 
making any inquiries into the real merits 
of Chriltianity. 

i 

9 

I went a little above the city to bathe 

■ 

in the Tigris, the bummums being too 
relaxing. I had bathed in the hummums 
both at "Bagdad and Mosul, which an¬ 
swers very well for cleaning the Ikin, but 
I found much more benefit from bathing 
in cold water. I took with me a guide, 
and a fervant carrying fruit and reirelh- 
ments. 

% 

The city has two gates to the weftward, 
which are the only ones ever opened. 
There is one to the eaftward, but it is al¬ 
ways kept lhut, and we were in confe- 
quence obliged to go round greater part of 
the city, which covers about a fquarc mile, 
all the walls, except to the fouthward, 
being quite ftraight, and about a mile 
long. Above the walls, bn the eaft fide 
of the city, is a path cut through the 

MS iolid 
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foiid jrpcka- a«d another leading acrofs the 
kill towards the river. On the fide of this 
path are many holes cut out of the rock, 
large enough to hold half a dozen people, 
and into many of thefe the water falls 
from the rock perpendicularly. The lbfty 
trees near the rock forming an agreeable 
fiiade, and making it a pleafant cool re¬ 
treat, we faw, as we palled along this 
path, many Armenian women and*children 
bathing. I was a little furprifed to fee' 
them as fair as any in England; but 
they walk much better than the women in 
Europe, their loofe drefs allowing free 
a6tion to the body, and they have bolide 
a peculiar grace in every motion, to which 
Europeans are entire ftrangers. 

m 

Though Diarbekir is a populous city, 
provifions plentiful, good, and cheap, 
every inhabitant enjoying full liberty, and 
that it is in many other relpe&s a defir- 
able place to live in, yet there is one 
thing which is both di (agreeable and dan¬ 
gerous, and reflects great difgrace on *its 

government: the circumjacent country, to 

a con- 
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a confiderable extent, is fo much inf efted 

, r US* {■' ' > ** ' ‘ 

with banditti, that no one can travel to $r 

• 9 * 

from the city without a ftrong militai$ 
guard. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 1. 

t 

My Tatar having procured from the 

r 

Bafhaw^an order for a guard, we fet out 
at half paft four o’clock in the afternoon, 
without any other than our own fervants. 
A Tatar wifhed to accompany us, but I 
was abfolute in refufmg him, 1 laving be^ 
fore been detained for want of horfes when 
our party was numerous. 

We rode about five miles over a very 
rich country, the whole of which was well 
cultivated. At half paft five we arrived 
at the barracks where we were to receive 
our guard. As they were not ready, it 
was half paft feven before-we fet forward. 
The guard confided of an officer and 
fifteen men, all well mounted and armed, 

M 4 fome 
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forthwith (pears, and others with fire arms, 
for a fetv miles we had a tolerably good 
road, and a fine open country, with a 
good deal of cultivation; but at ten o'clock 
we entered a wild defert country, the 
ground of which for many miles was co¬ 
vered with large ftoncs, which made it 
verv di; agreeable travelling. At eleven 
we eroded the bed of a river, now dry, 
in which a large gang ol banditti had 
pitched their tents. Our guard continued 
with us till midnight; but by that time 
wc had got into.a very good road, the 
guard, therefore, left us and returned. 
We nov/ galloped for two hours as fait as 
the horfes could be made to go. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2. 

♦ / 

I 

Turning to the right, and pafsing over 
fome rocky ground and a few hills, we 
afeended the mountain on which Ar- 
geenah is built, and arrived at theConac 
#t five p’cjock ip the morning. 

Argeenah 
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Argeenah is a large 
town built in a molt extraordinary* filua** 
tion. The mountain on which it is found¬ 
ed, is much fteeper than that of Mardin, 
and cannot be afccnded in front. • There 
is, therefore, a road up each fide of the 

mountain; and acrofs the front jl* it ‘ are 

■ 

little narrow tracks, fo very deep that a 
falfe ftep would he inevitable deftru£tion 
both to h’orfe and rider. What could in¬ 
duce the building of a town in fucli a 
fituation it is difficult to conjecture. There 
is‘an extenfive plain below, with plenty of 
water; yet this is left wholly without cul¬ 
tivation, except a little below the Ar- 
geenah mountain. 





The mountain appears at a diftancc like 
a barren rock, incapable of producing any 
vegetation; and, indeed, there is no fpon- 
taneous product; ljut the induftry of the 
inhabitants amply repairs the deficiency. 
In many places they have gardens, pro¬ 
ducing various kinds of fruits and vegeta¬ 
bles, and in others they even carry mould 
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Httie artificial gardens. They 
leave plenty of good water, an the moun¬ 
tain abounds in iron ore, in the extracting 
of which , a great many people are em¬ 
ployed. 


We only refted at Argeenah two 11 

4 

horn's, fetting out again at (even o’cloc k 
on frelh horfes. 


Soon after our dcp« ire we found our- 
felvcs entered on a duplex chain of 
mountains, fo replete with dangerous nar¬ 
row pafles that we were above fix hours 
before we got over them. 


A confiderable branch of the Tigris 
runs at the foot of thefe mountains, making 
a winding courfe among them. Over this 
there has formerly been a very fine bridge 
of three arches, but only one now remains 
entire. This bridge appears, by the rem¬ 
nant ! of it, to have been the handfomeft 
piece of architecture that I had feen fincc 
I entered the Turkilh dominions. 


w 

O 
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We crofted a mountain abxwcf 
which is commonly called Arg^eKa^ 
Medan, leaving the town on our rights 
It is a comiderable fmelting-place, and 
had between, twenty and thirty fmelting- 
ho>’fl's at work. They coIle6t from the 
Surrounding mountains iron, copper, and 
- ore, and fome gold. Thefe they 
not’ out of mines, as is,the cafe 
1 m . * "ics, but colle6t it from the 

i " 

•furface. 

•We palTed fev*ral men and boys em¬ 
ployed in breaking pieces oft' the rocks; 
but the mountains are fo fteep, that they 
are obliged to carry the ore on the backs 
of aftes and mules. There is fcarcely any 
vegetation. The poor labouring people are 
very numerous, and go almoft naked. 

The officer who fuperintends the fmelt* 
ing houfes is ufually ^fteemed the mod 
confidential fervant in the Turkifh govern¬ 
ment, and is perfe&ly independent of tlie 
Baftiaw of Diarbekir, though Medan is 

within his Pachalic. 

We 
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Dow puffed • many dreadful preci¬ 
pices, the paths being frequently not more 

* 

than a foot broad, and faw feveral Ikele- 
tons of horfes that had fallen down thofe 


0 • 

dangerous places. Having at length tra¬ 
velled beyond thofe mountains, we came 
into a very plcafant valley, through which 
the Tigris runs. Here were great num¬ 
bers of frcfli water turtle, fomc of them 
rather large. I Ihould imagine that they 
would be good eating, but on enquiry X 
found that the natives never killed them. 


This is the moll weflern branch of the 
Tigris, which rifes among fomc hills 
at the head of this valley, and here feveral 
breams uniting form a tolerably large river. 

r 

Having croffcd the valley, wc turned to 
the right over fomc rugged hills, and came 
to the fide of a confidcrable fait-water 
lake, fifteen miles long and about four 
broad. Though feveral fmall rivulets run 
into this lake, none run out of it. Towards 
the well end of it is a fmall ifland called 
Gurgeik, from which the lake takes its 

name. 
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name. The ifland is entirely covered with 

houfes; and . here are great numbers of 

% 

boats, the inhabitants receiving water and 
every neceflary from the (Lore. 


Wejpaflfed the wefl end of the lake at 

x 

fun-fet; but fonie of our horfes were fo 
much wearied, that it was with difficulty 
we could # proceed; two of them, indeed, 
.laid down, and we were obliged to leave 
them. 


Soon after quitting the lake w ? e got 
again among tome lofty mountains, and at 
half paR twelve o’clock at night arrived at 
a large town culled Gkumij.ly.' Of the 
JaR thirty-two hours 1 was twenty-eight 

on horfcback, and out of the laR forty- 

» 

two hours had only lmd one of fleep. 
My Tatar had in this refpect greatly the 
advantage; for I have often feen him fleep 
on horfcback when the road was good and 
we were travelling at a flow pace. 

9 

On our arrival at the Conac, we received 
every attention that our fituation required; 

but 
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but 'as our beds wefe on the top of the 
Conac in the open air, we could not flteep 
after fun-rife. 
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Not having been able to procure frefh 
horfes here, we fet out again eleven 
o’clock on thofc which we brought from* 
Argeenah. After riding about eight 
miles over a very beautiful and well culti¬ 
vated country, wc reached another confi- 
dcrable town called Kessireek at one 
o’clock. 

Here too we were unfuccefsful in get¬ 
ting horfes, and we found a Bagdad Ta¬ 
tar, named Mala Bekir, waiting for the 

* 

fame accommodation. He was returning 
from Constantinople to Bagdad, with 
fix loads, being twelve bales of broad cloth, 
under his charge. For his merchandize 
and attendants he required fifteen horfes. 
1 found, on enquiry, that the ufual al¬ 
lowance for a horfe-load of merchandize 

from 
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from Constantinople to B a gd a ins $re 
hundred piaftres. 


We remained here all day under fome 

* 

trees*by the tide of a pleafant Itream, and 
i at night flept upon the ground in the open 
air. 


I had brought fome Hollands gin with 
me from Bagdad ; but not being much 
accuftomed to drink fpirits, I gave the 
whole of it to Mala Bekir, who loon 
got drunk with it, together with a few 
more Tatars to whom he had given fo^nc. 
The Turks who drink fpirits are certainly 
very beaftly in their manner of ufing 
them; for be the liquor ever fo ftrong, 
they will not touch it unlefs they, have 
above half a pint for a draught. 


The Armenians in this country make a 
fpirit from the grape which they call 
Rackee, and this they fell privately to the 
Turks. A young man, named Musta- 
pha, whom my Tatar brought from Mo* 
sul, and intended, to take to Const an* 

TINOPLE, 
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, procured fame Rackee, with 


tyhich lie got drunk, and behaved very ill# 
Mustapha was in the character of an 
upper fervant. His bufinefs was to look 
after the guides, and to drive the hordes a9 
an afsiftant to my Tatar, an office for 
which he was intended in due time. He 
was the fon of the Matter of the Conac 

e 

at Mosul., and was taken into our fervice 

* ^ t 

by my permifsion, on which account I 
bad received many civilities from his fa¬ 
ther, who was particularly attentive to 
fliew me every tiling worth feeing in Mo¬ 
sul. 


This mi {conduct of Mustapha induced 
my Talar to beat him the following morn¬ 
ing. Soon after he had been corre6ted, 
however, having a pair of pittols of his 

|4 

own, he attempted to Jhoot the Tatar, 
but was prevented by fome of Mala 
Bekir’s attendants. The piftols were now 

taken from him and broken to pieces; he 

* 

was beaten again, and feemed to be very 
penitent - and fubmifsive. This* affair had 
palled over fome time 5 but one day, hav- 

2 ing 


*0 W A ij & A NJDU£ 


» £ M * 

Jt - 


ing a large creefe hidden under h».‘<5fbajc, 
he got near my Tatar, and when h£ 
thought he had a favourable opportunity 
attempted to cut his head off, which he 
certainly would have done had he not 
been prevented by another Tatar who was 
'prefent, and feizcd his arm as he was 
making the droke. The two Tatars now 
feized him, took the creefe from him, and 

r 0 0 

thraihed him mod foundly. They did not, 
however, wilh to take liis life, though he 
well deferved it; thus difeovering much 
more forbearance than ever I expedted to 
have witnefled among the Turks. Mus* 
tapha at lad extricated himfelf and at¬ 


tempted to run away; but when he had 
got a few yards my Tatar threw the creefe 
at him, which turning round as it flew, 
the point of it ftuck in the lower part of 
Mustapha’s back. He did not die while 
we were here; but there ^vas not the lead 
probability of his furviving it, there 
being no medical afsidance to be had* 
The creefe is a weapon which the Turks 
wear in their cumberband, and the blade 

, of which is ufuaily from two and a half ter 

N three 
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feet long.. They are chiefly wornr 
by the poorer clafs; for thofe who can af> 
ford to purchafe more coftly articles wear 
a dagger and a brace of piftols. The 
handle of the dagger is either ivory or 
lilver, and the piftol-ftocks are mo lily co w c 
vered with fllver. 


FRIDAY, AUGU.ST 4.. 

I 

We were dill detained for want of 
liorfes, there being none here at prefect 
in a condition to proceed. 

Mala Bekir fet out at noon with 
mules to carry his merchandize. We re¬ 
mained, and received a promife of having 
as many horfes as we chofe in the evening. 

■ 

Several people belonging to the town 
now brought their fpinning machines, and" 
began fpinning under the lhade of the trees 
that were near us. Obferving that they 
made conflderable progrefs with a very 
Ample machine, I employed my leifure 
in taking a sketch of it, 

jp efeription 
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Defcription of a Spinning Machine , ufcd at 
Kessereek and Germilly, in Arme** 
if ia, by which one man Jpins two threads , 
the two threads he has fpun before 9 
analums the wheel at the fame time . 

a The fpinner. 
b The wheel. 
e The three fpindles. 
d The two threads fpinning. 

e The ftrong line with which he turns the wheel fixed 
to his cumberband, and running in a block 
* fattened to a poft behind him. 
f His former threads with a plummet thrown over a 
forked ttick behind him. 

g Two forked fticks over which he throws his threads 
while fpinning. 

h Another forked ttick for his former threads. 
i The clue on which he winds his work when finilhed 9 
fattened by a hook to his belt or cumber band. 


N. B. The threads may be as long as the fpinner 
choofes, if the ground be fuitable. The line which 
turns the wheel mutt be twice the length of the ground. 
He joins his two threads at the end and hooks them 
to the plummet, then joins his former work, and 
wifttfs it on his clue as he returns to the wheel, then 
puts the two threads on to the third fpindle and begins 
again. 
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A Turk of fome confluence in ther 

town invited me and my Tatar to fup with 

* 

him, and treated us very handfomely. 
We had pillaw, curry, and feveral other 
good diihes, and our hoft behaved in the 
inoft friendly manner. While we were at 
fupper, Word was brought that our horfes 
ivcrc ready. 

At half part eight o’clock, we fet out 
from Kessereek, and for the fir ft four 
hours rode through a very populous and 
well cultivated country, at the rate of 
about five miles an hour. 

I had often had occafion to find fault 
with my horfes, the Tatar generally tak¬ 
ing the belt to himfelf. For this time, 
however, a very beautiful and higb-fpirited 
white Arabian had fallen to my lhare. 
This I aferibed to the very good humour I 
had put my Tatar in by praifing him for 
his conduct in the late fkirmilh with Mus- 
tapha; for I always obferved, that he 
was excefsively fond of flattery; and to 
tfdi him that he was a man of courage. 
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was enough to fwceten him for feme 
hours. Befide which, I found it very ne* 
ceiiiiry to take his part; for, had any thing 
happened to him, I fhould have been in a 
very awkward fituation, though I had now 

acquired a little of the language, 

■ 

I often found that the vifit paid us by 
the Mo<*kadar of Bagdad had been of 
..great fer-vicc ; for it led my Tatar to confi¬ 
de? us all of fomc confequcnce, and I 
often heard him mention it with a deal of 
felf-complacency. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 5. 

About one o’clock this morning we 
entered a very mountainous country; and 
as our way lay through many narrow and 
dangerous paffes, I was under great appre- 
henfions from my horfe having too much 

fpirit, as a falfe itep would have been in- 

* 

evitable deliru6tion to us both; yet, I 
thought it not advifeable to check him^ 
and very fortunately he brought me 

6 N 3 through 
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through all our perils without any acci¬ 
dent. 


At five o’clock we arrived at a large 
fmelting-town, called Gab an M^edan. 
It is extremely populous, and great^mun- 
bers of its inhabitants are employed in 
collecting ore from the neighbouring 
mountains, as at Argeenah Medan. 
Here is alfo a very handfome mofque, and 
a lofty minaret, both built with hewn 
ltonc. 


The town is feated near the bottom of 
a deep mountain, a river running below 
it in a very deep channel, which foon 
after joins the Euphrates. We had tra¬ 
velled about ten miles by the fide of 
this river, pafsing many deep precipices* 
arid our path frequently fo very narrow, 
that it was with great difficulty our horfes 
could make good their footing. 


' -S’ 

We left Gab an Medan it ten o’clock* 
and foon arrived at the banks of the Eu- 
phrases, being only about a mile from 
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•the town. The river here ran in a very 

■ 

■deep channel, and our way was down 
a narrow path cut through the folid 
rock. IVe then eroded in a ferry-boat, 
capacious enough to carry fifteen or twenty 
hordes. The river is at this place much 
larger than might be expected at fo great 
a diltance from its mouth. I drank the 
water, and found it had a peculiar tafie, 
wholly unlike that of any other water 
that I had ever tailed. 


* After eroding the Euphrates, we en¬ 
tered a (trait path between two lofty 
mountains, by which we continued af- 
ccnding for near two hours, keeping to 
the left as much as wo could. On the top, 
to my great furprizc, I found the ground 
highly cultivated. Proceeding a little 
farther, we reached the fummits of fome 
higher mountains, on which were no figns 
of culture. From thefej however, I had 
a mofi: extendve profped. - To the north¬ 
ward was a chain of exceedingly lofty 
mountains, ranging N. W. and S. E. hav¬ 
ing their tops covered with fnow. From 

N 4 this- 
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this dcvation, favoured too by an atmofr 
phere perfe&ly clear, I could trace tho 
Euphrates as far as its fource. Running 
along the bafes of thofe lofty mountains, 
it receives many very large ftreams that 
flow from them; and this it is that gives it 
the appearance of extraordinary ampli s . 
tude near its fource. 

I 

The Tigris, running nearly parallel, 
receives all thofe large rivers that flow 
from the Curdistan mountains. On our 
left, to the foutliward, were many ftu- 
pendous mountains which fupply the other 
branch of the Euphrates ; for in this 
way it receives almoft the whole of its 
contents, no large rivers joining it till it 
meets the Tigris. 

We continued our route almoft due 
Weft over a very hilly country, with little 
cultivation, till feven o’clock in the even¬ 
ing, when we arrived at fome tents pitched 
on the top of a mountain. Here we re¬ 
mained an hour to refrelh, and were vi- 
fited by fome of the Chiefs belonging to 

the 
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the encampment. One of them boafted 
that he had feven wives, and enquired 

Jiow many I had in England. It nuift 

* 

be obferved, that in this country it is cuft* 
tomary for a man to have as many wives 
as he . Can fupport, and the more a man 
kCcps, the better is lie refpedted. 


Many of the people in this country, 
during the fultry fummer months, leave 
their towns and villages, which lie chiefly 
in vallics, and encamp upon fomc lofty 
hills, taking their flocks with them. On 
the mountains they enjoy a cooler purer 
air, and in general appear as fair and 
ruddy as the country people in Eng- 

LAND. 


Leaving this encampment, wedefeend- 

ed fome rugged pafles by a road fo very 

]bad, that it was fometimes with much 

» 

difficulty we could make our way. At 

g 

ten o’clock we arrived at a fmall town 
called Emir, fltuated on the weft fide of 
^ very pleafant and well cultivated valley, 

with 
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with a very fine Dream of water running 
towards the North. Here wc remained all 
night, Deeping upon the bare ground. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 . 

From Emir wc let out at half paft five 
o’clock. There being feveral-Tatars, and 
a great many other people going our road, 
horfes were become very fcarce. My 
Tatar, therefore, got a mule to carry his 
jnerchandize, and, joining a large party, 
they travelled very Dowly. 

For fome time our way lay over Dony 
ground, which made our journey fatiguing 
and unpleafant. I pufhed on, however, 
with a Tatar who had only difpatches un¬ 
der his care, and was going to IIassan 
Chillaby. We pafl’ed over a very hilly 
and woody country, with feldom any 
track to djredt us,. On this account we 
often loll our way; the Tatar’s guide not 

being well acquainted with the country. 

Great 
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Great numbers of people were here em¬ 
ployed in making charcoal for the ufe of 
the fmclting-houfes at Gaban Medan. 
They carry it from this place on mules in 
pampers, and we fometimes met fifty or 
fix.tv ifi a drove laden with it. 

Many of the peafantry here fix their 
dwellings by the fide of a hill, the top of 
jLhe lioufe being even with the ground; 
-and I have often ridden over the top of a 
houfc without knowing it, and have with 

t ^ 

difficulty avoided falling through. 

At one o’clock we arrived at the en¬ 
campment of IIassan Chill aby ; for 
here alfo the inhabitants, having quitted 
the town, which was about two miles dif- 
tant, had encamped on a hill. 

I now found that we cquld not proceed 
farther without a very ftrong guard. 

.The people belonging to the tent 
wherein we re fled were very attentive, 
and I was fortunate in cultivating the 

friendfhip 



' t- 
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j&ieiidfhip of the women, who took fome 
pains to provide fuch food and refrefh^ 
ment as they thought I fhould like belt. 
J had alfo a favourable opportunity of ob** 
ferving their manners and cuftoms. » 


11 * 

The whole of the cattle belonging to 

tliefe encampments arc driven every morn¬ 
ing into fuch of the vallies as contain the 
grcatcfl plenty of water and vegetation^, 
where they are watched all day by two or 
three perfons employed for that purpofe, 
and in the evening are brought back again. 
The tents are always pitched in a circle, and 
the cattle remain all night in the centre. 


The people rife at dawn of day, and the 
firft employment of the women is to milk 
their cows and goats, which arc immedi¬ 
ately fent off again to pafture. The wo¬ 
men then put the milk into a fort of bottle 
made of a goat’s (kin, every part of which 
is fewed up, except the neck; but when 
they Are churning, the neck is tied with 
a firing clofe and tight enough to prevent 

the milk running out. then fix 

three 
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three ftrong flicks in the ground, ill a fornj, 
fomething like what we often ufe in railings 
weights, only on a fmallcr fcale. From 
thefe they fufpcnd the goatVikin tied by 
each^nd, and continue ihaking it back¬ 
ward and forward till it becomes butter; 
an-tl they eafily know when it is ready by 
the noife it makes. They then empty the 
Ikin into a large veil'd, fkim off the butter, 
put hot water into the ikin to clean it, 
and hang it up to dry. 

% 

Befidc this employment, they have alfo 
to bake bread every morning for the day’s 
confumption; for all this work is performed 
by the women. The bread is baked on 
large iron plates, as in many parts of Eu¬ 
rope; but ihould any of the women hap¬ 
pen to lie longer than ufual in the morn¬ 
ing, fo as not to be able to get their work 
done before the fun becomes hot, they 
not only have to work in the fun, but 

• m 

arc heartily laughed at by better houfe- 
wiv£s. 


The 
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"The principal men who have many 
wives keep them in tents in a particular 
part of the encampment. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 7. 

It took up a long time to provide fuch 
a number of horfcs as were now wanted; 
for in our train were forty borfc-loads of 
/liver from Argeenah Medan, for Con¬ 
stantinople. The guard amounted to 
fifty horfemen; but the filver was under 
the immediate care of two Tatars and an 
officer of diliindtion. The troops were 
commanded by three elderly men. 

The whole party fet out at eight o’clock 
in the morning. The troops fcoured the 
country on each fide of the road, going at 
full fpeed into every inlet where they 
could expe6t to find any of the banditti 
that infeft this country. 

t 

About 
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About four miles from HaRsan CirilS- 
laby, we found neither cultivatioh nor 
inhabitants, though there is plenty of 
good water, and the foil appears favour¬ 
able for Culture. 

# 

* 

Ive met a caravan going to Diarbekih, 
and I had the favour with my Tatar of 
drinking colfee with the Chief. 

The caravan coniifted of horfes, afles, 
and mules, camels not being able to thrid 
many of the lieep narrow pafles with 
which this country abounds. 

For about fifteen miles my Tatar and I 
kept company with our guards; but we* 
then pufiied on at a brifk gallop for about 
feven more; and at one o’clock arrived at 
Hadjee Khan. 

This is a large village lying in a valley: 
The land is well cultivated for about half 
a mile round it; but the inhabitants in 
1 general are very poor, and much addi&ed 
.to thieving. 

TUESDAY* 




' V 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 

We fet out this morning at fijalf^ paid 
five o’clock with the filvcr, having,, the 
fame guard as ycfterday. The firft parl^of 
this day’s journey was over a hilly coun¬ 
try, and the hoifes with the fiiver tra¬ 
velling very flowly, I went before the reft 
at an eafy trot till I got about two miles 
before them, when I came to fome lofty 
mountains, from which I had a very ek- 
tenfive profpect. The face of the coun¬ 
try, however, had not a very favourable 
appearance, being chiefly mountainous, 
except to the N. W. which exhibited a 

cultiva- 

JIV ' 

tion, and over which lay our road. Iwi 
this plain were three encampments, 
pitched in a triangle. Two of thefe were 
near the path, but I continued my route 
at about two miles before the reft of the 
company, not having any idea that I wa$ 
in danger. 


very extenfive plain without any 


When 
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When I got abrcaft of the firft encamp¬ 
ment, an officer and fix men from th£ " 

i . . 

guard came up to me on full gallop* and 
faid that the people in the encampment 
would;.^ut my throat. They took hold of 
my*bridle and wanted me to return; but 
.tffinking it ufclcfs, as a part of £he guard 
were now in fight, I remained here till the 
whole of our party came up. A few men 
came from the encampment and ccnverfed 
with the officer. They were remarkably 
ilrong hardy-looking fellows, but had a 
fomething in their countenances which 
feemed to indicate that they did not get 
their livelihood very honcllly. 


Having enquired who I was, the officer 
told them that I was an Englifh Conl'ul, 
|)pt being the title which I bore in the 
firmaun. The men examined the arms of 
our guard very attentively, and vvilhed to 
lay hold of fome of them*, but the guards 
would not fuller it. I was not under the 

i — 

leaft appre hen lion of their doing me any 
perfonal injury, even before the military 

attacked 

* 

me 


came up; igr in cafe they had 

o 


C' 
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me I fhould'not have attempted to refill 
but I thought it prudent afterwards to 
keep near my Tatar, 


On our reaching the fccond dficajr.p- 
ment, four men, armed with fabrfsjamd 
piftols, flood in the way to oppofe our 
pafsing; and as we rode up* they feizcct 
my bridle, my Tatar’s, and tliofe of two. 


other Tatars in company, who were all 
riding abreaft a little before the military. 
I was perfectly pafsive, not fuppofing that 
they could mean to rob tis, as the military 
Were only a few yards behind. A fcufUc, 


however, enfued; but the guard coming 
up refeued me. The man who had held 
my bridle in one hand had a drawn fabre 
in the other; but on one of the officers 
telling him that I was an Engliffi Conful, 
he immediately let go the bridle, I had 
my pi hols ready, and was prepared to have 
fliot my opponent, had any of the Tatars 
fired; but I did not think it proper to be¬ 
gin, not knowing the intentions of thefe 
people. One of the Tatars cocked a pif- 
tol to flioot a young man who feemed to 
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be vefy violent; but the military* liter* 

t 

fering prevented him. The young man# 
however, continuing to threaten the Ta¬ 
tar with his fabre, the guard, by order of 
one ofjthe officers, furrounded him in 
fuch a panner Vvith their fpears and fab res, 
t^fffhad he moved an inch he wiuft have 
bftcii killed. In that fituation we left 
them; but they foon after came up with 
us, and ‘had not put the young man to 
death as I expected* 

* Thcfc people feem to be molt violent 
againft the Tatars, who frequently pafs 
through the country without paying any 
tribute; for, being the mdlcngers of go¬ 
vernment, they think they ought to be 
exempt. The people here had demanded 
fifteen piaftres from each Tatar, who, 
having fuch a ftrong guard with them, 
boldly refufed. The young man whom I 
have juft mentioned as having been more 
violent than the reft, had lately had a 
brother iliot by a Tatar* 

v 

O 2 


This 
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This is a very extenfive uncultivated 
jj^lain, and contains neither fheep nor cat¬ 
tle but what belong to thefe banditti. 
The ground, however, being favourable to 
tilting, and the horfcs with the fdver tra¬ 
velling very ilowly, our guards raade c ’fe- 
veral matches. They would 
draw out of the ranks half a dozen on 
each fide, and throw blunted fpears, at 
which exercife thefe men are wonderfully 
dexterous, being able to pick up fpears 
from the ground without quitting their 
horfcs. They have alfo a particular me¬ 
thod of avoiding their opponents fpears by 
hanging down on the oppofitc tide of the 
iiorfc, and thus expoiing only one foot, 
yet at the fame time going on full gallop. 
But though the men are at this exercife 
fo much fuperior to Europeans, I was even 
more entertained by oblcrving the motions 
of the horfes, fomc of which were beau¬ 
tiful white Arabians. The horfeman makes 
very little ufe of the reins on thefe occa- 
iions, and the horfc is governed by the 
motions of the rider’s body. If the latter 

lean 
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lean towards the right or left, the hoqfo 
will turn to that fide, and if the motioft 
be quick will gallop full fpecd. If the 
rider lean forward, the horfe gallops 
Itrqjght on; and if the man raife his body 
Height, the horfe, though at that time on 
nil 1 fpecd, will (lop in a moment, without 
the rider touching the bridle. 

* 

At about fix miles diftance from the fe¬ 
cund encampment, we approached an¬ 
other, the Chief of which came to us 
alone, and demanded money from our 
commanding officer, which was refufed. 
lie got, however, a few piaftres from my 
Tatar. 

We then continued unmolefted till we 

■ 

m 

got within about two mites of Delecte- 
tas, when we obferved fome men armed, 
on horfebaek, purfuing us at full fpecd 
from the fccond encampment, where it 
will be remembered we had the difpute. 
The Tatars, being much frightened, fet 

out full gallop for Delectetas, and as I 

O 3 was 
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was drefled in the fame manner, and 
thought they might take me for a Tatar, 
I pufhed on with them, leaving the mili¬ 
tary drawn up to receive them. 

r 

We arrjved at Delectetas at iwo 
o’clock, and the Tatars hid thcmfclves for 
fome time, left they Ihould be puriued in¬ 
to the town, 

f 

When the banditti came up with the 
miliiarv, and found that the Tatars had 
rode off, they returned. Thefe people 
always keep a number of horfes near their 
tents to be mounted at a jfhort notice, and 
fome of them ready bridled and faddled. 

The military themfelves were very im¬ 
portunate for money, and 1 have, not un- 
frequently, been feized ’ by fome of the 
common foldiers, but they were always 
fatisfied if l only gave them a few paras. 
This indeed was almoft always the cafe 
when they eould find me alone; and even 
the officers were not above afking for mo- 

5 ncy; 
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ney; but as I did not eypecr any harlh 
treatment from them, I always referred 
them to my Tatar. 


Delectetas is a frnall town, fituated 
oif the fide of a mountain, in a barren 
cpl^ftry, and having little cultivation about 
it in proportion to the number of its in¬ 
habitants. Here is plenty of good water; 
and in ibc middle of the town is a large 
1 qua re (tone building. This, as I have 
obferved limilar ftrudtuies in feveral towns, 
* 1 am inclined to think is intended as bar¬ 
racks lor foldiers, having a great number 
of fire-places in them. 


Many of the inhabitants have flacks of 
corn on the tops of their houfes. Here 
alfo were fome flacks of bay, being the 
flrfl that I had fecn in Asia, a proof that 
the winter is very fevere among thefe 
mountains. 


O 4 t WEDNESDAY, 
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9 . 

P 

We fet out from Delectetas at feven 
p’clock this morning, mounted on very 
fine horfes;, and with the fame military 
guard as before. 

% 

On leaving Delectetas, we had very 
rough roads among fome fteep mountains 
covered with fir-trees. Beyond thefe, we 
crofled an cxtcnfivc uncultivated plain, 
fimilar to that wc had come over the day 
before. 

t i » 

After pafsing fome moft dangerous 
places, where, in cafe we had been attacked 
by banditti, we could neither have pu(hed‘ 
forward nor returned to our guard, we gal¬ 
loped a few miles, accompanied by one of # 
the military officers who had the care of 
niy perfon. 

a. 

' c 

At ten o’clock we arrived at a town 

• ' 

palled Ullash, pleafantly fituated by the 
S. fide 
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fide of a river which flows from the moun¬ 
tains wc had paifed, and runs into the 
river Casalmack. Between the town 
and fome mountains to the northward are 
two fait lakes, one about three miles in 
circumference, the other about two. From 
•Ullajh, in the neighbourhood of which 
there is a great deal of cultivation, wc de¬ 
parted at eleven o’clock. Our efcort 
had taken a different route, going between 
the mountains on our right and the two 

fait lakes. We overtook them in an hour, 

■ 

but did not remain with them long. I 
obferved fevcral other lakes of the fame 
kind on our left, which are very oaidy 
diitinguiihed, their ill ores being cr idled 
jvith fait. 

IVe now paired over fevcral fine plains, 
though wholly uncultivated, and at two 
o’clock afeended fome very high moun¬ 
tains, from which I had an exteniive prof- 
pc6t. On our right to the northward were 
fevejral large towns, and a fine well culti¬ 
vated country. Beyond that was an ex¬ 
ceeding 
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fceeding lofty mountain covered with fnow, 
worn which the river Casalmack takes 
its rife. I have rarely witneflcd a more 
beautiful profpedd than I had from this 
mountain, particularly over the country 
to the North, the winding dreams of the 

k t * 

river Casalmack enriching the foegie. ?, 

On the top of thefe mountains the road 
was tolerably imooth, and our liorfes being 
good we gallopped as fad as they could go, 
and palled over much ground in a lliort 
time. At three o’clock we defeended' by 
a very deep road, and, after crofsing the 
river Casalmack by a neat done bridge 
pf three arches, arrived at Sivas. 

Sivas is a very large populous town, 
and exceedingly well watered, having fe-. 
veral fountains and a great many clear 
dreams running through it. It is feated 
on the wed fide of a very fertile valley, 
which is almod furrounded by lofty 
mountains, having no opening except 

\vhere the river runs in and out, through 

a very 
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a very narrow channel between two ftcep 
hills. Here are two (lone bridges at about 
a mile dillancc from each other. 


Gr^at . quantities of corn grow in this 
^valley^but not much fruit, excepting 
'plumst' apples, and pears; but of garden 
vegetables there is great abundance. In 
the middle of the town are fomc very 
extenfive gardens; and on an artificial hill 
js an old calllc now tumbling into ruins. 


Though the neighbourhood fiirnifhcs 
plenty of good materials for building, the 
houfes in general have a very ordinary ap- 
pcarancc, a great quantity of unfquared 
timber being employed to fupport an im- 
menfe weight of lione and clay, with 
winch the houfes are covered. The inha¬ 
bitants appear to en joy much liberty; nerfr 
arc the women confined, as in fome large 
cities to the ealtward, 


Sivas is nearly as large as Liverpool, 
contains as many houfes, and is, I think, 

fully as populous, Though molt of the 

. private 
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private houfes are but indifferent ftru<5tures, 
many of the public buildings are elegant, 
and fome of the minarets very lofty. 

This might be faicl to be the firfh. civi¬ 
lized place we had met with finc<||ve left^ 
Gaban Medan ; for the greateff: part of 
that extenfive country through which we 

j 

had paffed is infeited by numerous tribes 
of roving banditti, who, like many of the 
Arab tribes, have no fixed habitation, nor 
ever continue long in one place ; and even 
the military are afraid to molelt them. 

ml 

The fmali towns \vc had conic through 
were little more than military ftations, 
where troops arc always kept for the pur- 
pofe of conducting thofe who tiavel under 
the protection of the government. From 
this place to Constantinople no guard 
is neceffary, and the forty loads of lilvcr 
required only the officer and the two Ta-* 
tars to protect: it . 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 10. 

We were detained for want of horfes 
till ntde o’clock this evening, when, late 
*as it y|^ we fet out from Sivas, # accom- 
|>ani6ci by twelve more Tatars. Soon after 
we had left the town we afeended lome 
very lofty mountains, on the top of which 
was a plain for a few miles; but we foon 
got again among deep heights, and conti¬ 
nued travelling as fait as the road would 
permit. At day-break we arrived at the 
foot of a very lofty mountain, in the lhape 
of a fugar-loaf; which, notwithstanding 
our then very elevated fituation, appeared 
as high above us as any mountain in Eng¬ 
land. 

We continued among thefc heights 
till ten o’clock, when wc defeended 
through fome deep narrow ptffl'es and ar¬ 
rived at To cat. 


Throughout 
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Throughout this ftage the roads wertf 
tolerably good, confidcring the face of the 
country; and wc had not fo many fright¬ 
ful precipices to pafs as in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Medan. There was only one 

■ 

indeed that could be reckoned dangfnr.’s, 
and thflt was over a done bikigmJllJ v/c^ 
arches near the higher! mountain, 
of the arches was nearly down. Imuy 
pnly a very narrow path Handing, that 
fcarcely left room for a horfc, and no pa¬ 
rapet to prevent accident. 


Tocat is about the flze of Sivas, but. 
lias a much better appearance than any 
town Unit I had before feen in the Turkilli 
dominions. The houfes are all tiled, and 
chiefly built with wood. Here was the 

greateft abundance of fruits that I ever 

faw, and remarkably fine in their kind; 
the grape vines, in particular, were abun¬ 
dant and excellent. The Armenians, whor 
are very numerous here, make an excel¬ 
lent red wine, of a flavour fomething like 

» 

claret, but much ftronger. I fent my 

Tatar 
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sot 


Tatar to purchafc fomc, and he brought 
about two gallons, taking care alfo to pur- 
chare as much rackee. On tailing the 
wine I found it had a very ftrong body, 
and bd.nol drink above half a wine glafs* 

m •5* ■» • 

tv.e A\:ere a great many Tatars and Turks 
j^t|f)any, who laughed very lieartily 
*;1 my drinking wine, obferving, that I 
r!iank it like coffee. They would not 
1;nle it, anleis they had at leaft a pint to 
tab'* off at a draught, and with the wine 
.uid raikcc they all got drunk. 


1* 


1 now went into the Eazar to buy fome* 
fruit, and found that I could purchafe for 
the value of a farthing as much as a man 
could cat of either mulberries, pears, ap¬ 
ples, peaches, or apricots; and thofe, in 

geheral, much finer in tlleir kind than 
ever I faw in Europe. 


The town is furrounded by eminences, 

* 

and is well watered. On the top of% 

lofty rocky mountain, on the weft fid© 

* 

of the town, are the remains of an old 

cattle, 
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caftle, part of the wall of which has been 
built on the edge of a very deep rock, 
and much of it has fallen down the pre¬ 
cipice. 


What could have induced the carty in- 
habitants of thefe countries to build ii|| 
fiich lituations I cannot imagine. I have 
generally obferved tlie ruins of cattles in 
iituations very difficult of accefs, and 
\vith their fronts always on the edge of a 
frightful precipice, livery neceflary mud 
have been conveyed into them .with much 
trouble, except water, which is always 
plenty among high mountains. They have 
been all built with hewn done, but have 
not fucli heavy mafly walls as wc often 
meet with among ancient ruins in other 
parts of the world. They appear to have 

4 

been built with a tafle almod equal to our 
bed pieces of modern architecture. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 11* 


We fet out, a very large party, from 
TocA^at half pad four o’clock this after¬ 
noon; and, being all badly mounted, and 
the greater part drunk, made a curious 
figure as we rode through the town. The 
drects being much crowed, the Tatars 
roared like fo many bulls for the people to 
clear the paflage, every one being obliged 
to give way to them, as in England to 
the mail coaches; and if they were not 
very quick in getting out of the road, 
they were fure to feel fome of the Tatar* 

long whips. 


^ /From the town to the banks of the river 
Casalmack, about a mile, is entirely co¬ 
vered with gardens and orchards. We 
forded the Casalmack, and, turning 
nearly due Welt, travelled for about 
eighteen miles through one of the mod 
beautiful vales I ever faw. The riebnefs 
of the foil, and the great number of in- 

P habitants. 
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habitants, has compelled them to partition 
the land; a circumftance that I had never 
before obferved fince I left India, except 
in the cafe of gardens and orchards. The 
river Casalmack runs through this yale, 
and the hills on each fide are covei^ with 
trees. We turned to our right, and after 
crofsing fome woody heights, arrived at 
half paft nine o’clock at a fraall town 
called As sin, in which {lands a large 
fquare ftonc building as at Delectetas, 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 12. 

We let out this morning from Assin at 
five o’clock, and a l»ttle below the town 
crofTed, by a wooden bridge, a river that 
runs into the Casalmack. We n<W 
took a courfe nearly due Eaft, having 
high mountains on each lide covered with 
trees. Wc then turned to the North up a 
valley, which interfered this range of 
hills on our left, and continued for about 
five miles. 
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At the head of this valley was a coffee- 
houfe, where we refted a fhort time and 
drank coffee. Our party, not having been 
able to get either wine or rackee fince we 
left Tocat, were all become pretty fober 
“gam. 

4 I*}' 

% 

* 

We now croffed fome very high hills at 
the head of this valley, thickly covered 
with trees, and entered a fine well culti¬ 
vated vale, lying Eaft and Weft. We 
turned to our left down this vale, the hills 
oh each fide covered with wood, and when 
wc had travelled about fifteen miles turned 
again to the* North over fomc lofty moun¬ 
tains, among which we continued till we 
defeended to Amasia, where we arrived 
attw'o o’clock; though fome of our horfes 
\yere fo much tired that we had been 
obliged to leave them in the mountains. 

For nearly a mile above the town was a 
deep valley, in which were njany gardens 
and orchards. There was alfo a fine 
ftrearu of water running from the moun- 

P 2 tains 
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tain* that we had come over, on which 


W^re fevcral mills. 


AM ASIA is a very extenfive anc| popu¬ 
lous town, nearly as large as Toca% and 
is Surrounded by many lofty rugge&j^g&pi- 
tains. 'Hie faces of fome of thcfe moun¬ 


tains have nearly half a mile of alinQft 
perpendicular height; and in one of thefc 
are Several places cut in the folid rock, 
fimilar to a Hindoo Pagoda, and which 
can only be approached by little narrow 
paflfes cut through the rock. 


The river Casalmack runs through 
Amasia, but cannot be feen at one view 
for more than the length of the town, 
making a circuitous courfe among the 
mountains, and running in a deep narro^ 
channel both above and below the town. 
It is here a very large river, but much 
too rapid for navigation. 

The town is well watered, particularly 
the lower parts, by means of large wheels 

near 
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near thirty feet in diameter. Tbefe at* 
turned by the ftream, having a great many^ 
large buckets fattened to them. As the 
wheel turns round, thofe buckets empty 
tlietpifelvcs into troughs fixed within a 
f~l^At as high as the wheel. , By this 
method they are enabled to keep up a con¬ 
tinual ftream of water, which is conveyed 
by pipes from the troughs to the hum- 
mums, fountains, &c, 

.The houfes in Amasia are moftly built 
with woocf, but many with (tone, and co¬ 
vered with tiles as at Toe at. The greater 
part of the inhabitants being Chriftians, 
here is only one niofque, and two lofty 
minarets, all built with hewn ftonc, and 
very handfome ftru&ures. The dome of 
4l(e mofquc is covered with lead. 

The hummums are very extenfive, and 
built with hewn ftone. Before thefe arc 
fome pleafant walks, with icveral rows of 
Bees, and‘the whole is furrounded by a 
lofty wall. 

P 3 The 
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The town can only be approached by 
two narrow pafles, one toward the North, 
and another toward the South; and thefe 
are fo very rugged, narrow, and fteep, 
that they might be eafily defended by a 
very fmali force. 

They make here a very good white 
wine, fomething like flierry, and very 
ftrong. With this and rackee our whole 
party again got drunk. A Sivas Tatar, 
named Sulim an, who had accompanied 
us from Sivas, attempted to lhoot an¬ 
other Tatar who was returning from Con¬ 
stantinople, but was prevented by the 
reft interfering. It is impofsiblc to de¬ 
scribe the confuftori among thofe people 
when they quarrel. Upon the flighteft 
provocation they have immediate recokrfe 
to their arms, for they are never without 
a brace of piftols and a dagger by their 
ftde. I have feen many quarrels among 
them, and foipe of the party fevercly 
wounded, but never remember any to have 

been killed upon the fpot. 
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My Tatar not being quite ready, I fet 
out at feven o’clock in the evening with a 
Turk who had accompanied us from Si vAS. 
FIc had four horfes under his care, one for 
his guide, one for himfelf, and two with 
eafch a pair of leather bags, but not heavy. 
W? came under the protection of Suli- 
man, the Tatar. This Turk was as fond 
of wine and rackee as any of them, and 
was reckoned by the Turks a very fine 
finger. Whenever we entered or left a 
town, he would fing and roar loud enough 
to be heard a mile. 1 have frequently 
feen the people run out of doors in great 
numbers to hear him. 

Soon after we had left the Conac, our 
Turk having drank as much wine and 
^rackee as rendered it fomewhat difficult for 
him to keep on horfcback, he began finging 
and roaring, and whipping his guide; fo 
that before we got out of Am asi a the guide 
wilhed to return, but the Turk would not 
permit him. 



a 
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* * * 

W# afcended a very lofty mountain to¬ 
wards the northern pafs, and before we 
*got to the top it became very dark. As 
we came near a fpring of water, the guide 
faid that he wanted to drink. Putting f 
therefore, the fore-horfe’s bridle into 
Turk’s hand, to hold till he returned, &e 
availed himfelf of the darknefs of the 
night to run away unperceived. We 
waited for him fome time, but at laft, fuf- 
pe&ing the cafe, purfued our journey. 
The Turk leading three horfes, we with 
fome difficulty got to the top. Here we 
foon loft our road, but were fortunate 
enough -to difeover a light about eleven 
o’clock, which we found proceeded from 
a fmall encampment, where fome of the 
inhabitants of Amasia were employed in 
getting in their harveft, I was very happy^ 
to meet with thefe people; for the Turk 
being ftill drunk, the night dark, and the 
ground fteep, I found myfelf very unplea¬ 
santly fituated. Even after we difeovered 
the light, we had to defeend fome very 
fteep places before \vc could reach it. When 
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we had got to the encampment, we ftld 
the five horfes together, and went to fleep 
upon the ground. 


. * 

' SUNDAY, AUGUST 13. 

The Turk having been much refrelhed 

by his fleep, at half paft two o’clock we 

>• 

got ready, it being now a little moonlight, 
and by the afsifiance of one of the people 
belonging to the encampment we got into 
the right road. It was very rough and 
fteep for fome time, and I was glad when 
it became day-light. At length we got 
from among thefe dangerous lteeps, and 
defeended into an extenfive uncultivated 
vale about fifteen miles over. Wc gal¬ 
loped molt of the way acrofs this vale, the 

Turk leading the horfes, and I acting the 

« 

part of a Tatar, in whipping the horfes to 
keep them on a gallop. We arrived at 
Marsiwan at half pafi fix o’clock, where 
we fqnnd the rclt of our party. Our 
horfes were completely knocked up; even 

'mine, 
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irtine, though a very good one, was, by 
galloping frtom one fide to the other to 
whip the horfes, become fo weary, that I 
was afraid I lliould have been obliged to 

leave him before we reached Marsiwan. 

* 

The Turk fecmcd much gratified by-^he 
afsiftande I had given him. ^ 


Marsiwan is a town nearly as large as 
Sivas, and fituated near the foot of fome 
woody mountains on the north fide of this 
exlenfive vale. It is well watered, and 
abounds with corn, as well as*moft kinds 
of fruits, which were now ripe. They 
have many vineyards near the town, and 
make a very good red wine fimilar to that 
which wc had at Toe at. The Turk who 
had accompanied me from Amasia again 

«r 

got drunk, and roared till he became ex- 
ccfsivcly difordered in his ftomach. 


We fet out again from Marsiwan at 
eight o’clock, and continued on the north 
fide of the vale for about twenty* miles. 
At the weft end is a town called Ajamque, 

fituated 
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fituated in a very fine country; we did 
not, however, go through this town, but 
puffed it on our left. 1 

now turned to the northward, and 
entered a very hilly woody country, 
thridding fevcral deep and narrow pad'es 
by the fide of a river, fome of which were 
fo lofty and deep as to make my head 
giddy. 

We met with little cultivation after we 
puffed Ajamque, till we arrived in the 
neighbourhood of Osmanjike, which we 
reached at fevcn o’clock. 

The town of Osmanjike is built round 
a deep rocky mount, on the top of which 
alf6 fome houfes have been created. It is 
a tolerably large town,. and {lands on the 

banks of the river Atoezu. 

We fet out again at eight o’clock in' 
the evening, and eroded the river over a 
neat (tone bridge of fifteen arches. We 
then continued on the weftern banks of 

2 the 
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the river, and rode very fafi over much 
rough and woody ground. It was very 
dark till the moon rofe; but we continued 
to ride as faft as our horfes could go till 
half paft twelve o’clock, when we arr^Yfed 
at a fmall town called Hadjee flAMZAK 
This Stage was thirty miles. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 14. 

'We fet out this morning from IIadjee 
Hamza at fix o’clock, and continued for 
about an hour on the banks of the river 
Atoezu. Wc then found the river take 
a turn to the northward, being joined by 
another considerable one that flows from 
the weflward. We forded the latter, and 

continued on the north fide of it for two 

/ 

hours. The country through which we 
palled was very hilly and woody; near the 
river were Several paddy grounds, and as 
much cultivation as the face of the coun¬ 
try would permit. We rode briSkly all the 
morning, and at ten o’clock arrived at 
Tosia, a neat town built on the fide of a 

hill, 
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hill, at the foot of which is a fine fertile 
country. This ftage was twenty-feven. 
miles. , 

Quitting Tosia at one o’clock, we 
jgfieiJ. federal vineyards, and then got into 
*a very hilly woody country. AVo travelled ■ 
fome time by the fide of a river, on the 
banks of which were a few paddy grounds 
in fuch fpots as were capable of cultiva¬ 
tion. We rode brilkly the greateft part of 
this ftage, and arrived at feven o’clock at 
a fmall town called Cojasate, fituated in 
a barren hilly country. The Conac here 
is a new building, and had better accom¬ 
modations than I had met with fince I 
left Bagdad. 

•From Cojasate we fc B t out at ten 
o’clock at night. Till the moon rofe, it 
was very dark, and the roads bad. The 
Tatars galloped as faft as they could, and 

in about an hour we got out of the bacl 
road into a country rather hilly, but per- 
fedtly clear from wood. In defeending a 
hill, a horfc fell down and broke one of 

his 
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his fore-legs. He was loaded with a pair 
of leathern bags belonging to the Sivas 
Tatar Suliman; the trappings were im¬ 
mediately taken off the horfe, and put on 
another; fo that we were not detained 
many minutes. Leaving the horfe, upop 
the groiind, we fet out again, the road * 
becoming tolerably good, except being 
rather hilly. We continued to ride as fad 
as our horfes could go, and in two hours 
after the firft accident, galloping full 
fpeed down a hill, another horfe fell, 
broke his neck, and died indantly. We 
were not, however, much detained by thi^ 
accident, having plenty of (pare horfes; 

but rode more moderately after the fecond 

* 

accident, and arrived at half pad: two 
o’clock at Carachurin. This ffage was 
twenty-eight miles. . • 


r 

Carachurin is a large draggling town 

built on both fides of a rivulet between two 


hills. The houfes in general very mean, 
and badly built. They are only one dory, 
high, and have flat roofs. 


TUESDAY, 



-1 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 15. 

* a * 

s 

We departed thence at half pad four 
o’clock, and foon after we had left the 
*town entered a fine open champaign coun¬ 
try. The roads being very good, we ar¬ 
rived at Corregel ar at fix o’clock, being 
only twelve miles. 

This is a fmall and ill-built town, con- 
tuning about two thoufand inhabitants, 
who are chiefly employed in cultivating 
the neighbouring plains. Want of frcfli 
horfes detained us here till one o’clock, 
when we again fet out, and, after travelling 
over a fine cultivated open country for 
twelve miles, arrived at ^ half pad two 
o'clock at Serkees, fmall but neat 
town, many of the houfus being built 
with hewn done. We dined here, and 

fet out again on the fame horfes at three 
o'clock. 


We 
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We rode brifkly over a fine well cult!* 
,vftted country till five o’clock, when we 
got among fome very ftecp mountains, 
great part of the road over which was fo 
dangerous, that one falfe llep of the fyorfe 
would have plunged us from the height of 
at leaft three hundred yards into a river* 

Quitting at length thefe dangerous 
paflfes, we entered a fine open country on 
our right, where was a fmall town by the 
fide of a river. We turned, however, to 

a 

the left, and arrived at BainDer at fix 
o’clock. This fiage was eighteen miles. 

Bainder is a fmall town, but Hands 
on an eminence, and at a diftance has 
a very pretty appearance. 'Hie mojjque 

is an indifferent building, but the mihar^t 
is very handfomc and lofty; and the houfes 
are chiefly built with wood. 

Wc left Bainder on frefh horfes at ten' 
o’clock; and, though it was very dark till 
the moon rofe, and the roads indifferent, 
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we reached Jeredarc at half paft two ii\ 
the morning, without meeting with any: 
accident. 


..Wednesday, , august l£. 

On our arrival at Jeredarc, we met 

a 

with good accommodations* The town is 
in an elevated fituation, being aim oft at 
the top of a high hill, and it being a cool 

ft 

morning they had a good fire in the Co¬ 
mic, and the people were civil and atten¬ 
tive. 

The town is large, and has a good Ba¬ 
zar, well fupplied. They excel here in 

manufacturing leather, and many other 

% 

articles; and there are alfo’ieveral copper 
manufactories* 

The houfes have a fingular appearance, 
being in general built with large round 
tre’es let into each other at the ends, and 
the crevices filled up with clay. Very 

Q few 
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few houfes are tiled, being chiefly covered 
fjvith deal boards. 

t 

\ 

We left Jeredarc at feven o’clock, 
and for the firft five miles pafled through,a 
hilly woody country. We then entered 
a very fine cultivated vale, furrounded 
with hills covered with wood. In the 
mid ft of this vale is a fine lake of l’refli 
water. 

Here is a great deal of corn; .the coun¬ 
try is .cultivated nearly the whole way to 
Bo li ; and it appeared to me to produce 
more corn, in proportion to the extent of 
land, than I had feen in any part of Eng¬ 
land. Here was alfo abundance of fruit* 
of various kinds. 

r\ 

After pafsing fcvcral villages both to 

the right and left, we arrived at Boli at 

two o’clock. This ftage is forty miles. 

* 

About half way between Jeredarc 
and Boli I obferved fomc ruins, of which 

moll 
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mo(l of the Hone was marble. Much of 
it appearing to have been.cut in a ftile of 
workmanfhip fupcrior to any Turkifh ma- 
fonry that I had yet feen, 1 was induced 
to take a nearer view, and rode among the 
ruins. On one marble column l faw fc- 
veral Greek letters, but much defaced. I 
was able, however, to trace the word Zeus, 
and am perfuaded, that could I have 
ipared time, I might have been able to 
have made out great part of the inficrip- 
tion. My Tatar aud the roll of the party 
had left me behind, and I was in confe- 
cjuence prevented from Hopping fo long as 
I could have wilhed. About three miles 
nearer Boli, on the right fide of the road,, 
are fomc more ruins, with walls of an ex¬ 
traordinary thicknefs; but I did not obferve 
any thing interelting among them, and 
therefore palled on. 

Boli is a large town in a fertile filia¬ 
tion. It contains, however, nothing 
worthy of particular notice. The mofqucs, 
minarets, and hummums, are all very or¬ 
dinary buildings. The public edifices are 

Q 2 nivme- 
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numerous, and the town is well fupplied 
.with good water. 

From Bo li wc fet out on frefti horfes 
at half paft feven o’clock. It became 
very dark, in about an hour, at which time 
we entered a large foreft, wherein we 
continued for twenty-five miles. This, 
my reader may imagine, was •difagree- 
able enough; for the night was fo dark, 
that I could fcarcely fee my horfe's head 
and was frequently in danger of being 
knocked out of my feat by the branches of 
trees. It was with fomc difficulty that our 
party could keep together, and the road 
was fometimes fo very ftcep, that I could 
fcarcely fit my horfe. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 17. 

In this extenfive foreft we continued till 
wc nearly reached Duchea, at which 
place wc arrived at two o’clock, after 
fording a large river. This ftage was thirty- 
fix miles. 


Duchea 
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Duchea is a fmall village lituated in a v 
very fertile country, but entirely fur- 
rounded by large forefts. 

3 

We departed thence at fix o’clock, and 
foon entered a woody country with very 
little cultivation. On our road we met a 
hundred horfemen conducting a Turkilh 
Balhaw, who rode in the centre of the 
troops in a palanquin carried by four 
mules, two before and two behind. 'The 
palanquin was flung fo as to be eafy in 
'every pofltion. 

We foon entered another thick fofeft, 
fnnilar to that which we had palled 
through the night before. In this we had 
to travel about twenty' miles, and arrived 
»at Hindak at half paft twelve o’clock. 
This Itagc is twenty-feveli miles., 

Hindak is an inconfiderable town, litu¬ 
ated in a valley amid large forefts, and 
contains nothing worthy of particular no¬ 
tice. 


Q 3 
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> - It was half paft five o’clock before we 
* Were able to procure frefh horfes here; 
•Jpnd feeing nothing but forefts around us, 
I was unwilling to proceed, as it would 
be dark long before we could reach 
Sabanja, and I recolledted the maify 
dangers we had efcaped the preceding 
night; but after being well allured by the 
Tatars that the road was tolerable, I con- 
fented to proceed. 


For the firft three hours we travelled 
through a woody country, partly culti¬ 
vated in the interjacent vallics. 


TTc now palled upwards of a thoufand 
buffaloes carrying Ihip-timber to Con¬ 
stantinople from the forefts through 

which we had travelled. Some of the 

% 

timbers were remarkably ftnej and the 
whole had been fquared and formed in the 
forefts, where we had feen many lawyers 
at work as we came through. 

■ 

At nine o’clock we crofted the river 
Zaciiarea over a wooden bridge about a 

ii quarter 
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quarter of a mile long. We were, how¬ 
ever, obliged to difmount and walk over, 
this bridge; for, inftead of planks, it was| 
covered with half round pieces of wood, 
which frequently gave way under the horfes 
feet, and it had neither parapet nor railing. 

After crolsing the Zacharea, we con¬ 
tinued in a very woody country till we ar¬ 
rived at the lake Sabanja; whence, 
keeping along the weftern fhore, we ar¬ 
rived at half pall eleven o’clock at the 
• town of the fame name. This ftage was 
thirty-fix miles. 

/ 

The lake Sabanja is near fix miles 
long, and nearly of a triangular form. It 
is a very fine fheet of frefh water, and its 
being fituated in a woody country, adds 
much to its beauty. I found the road 
tolerably good all the way, as the Tatars 
had reprefented at IIindak. 

Behind Sabanja, to the fouthward, is 
hill a continuation of thofe extenfive 

Q 4- forcfU 
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iorefts through which we had travelled. 
They are above two hundred miles in 
Jength, and ijbout fixty broad. In fome 
^places they are very lofty, and form an 
extenftve chain of mountains ranging Eaft 
and Weft, which I have always obfervtfd 
to have been their fttuation iince I came 
into the country. Our route through the 
forefts was generally North, and acrofs 
thefe was a paved caufcway that* conti¬ 
nued the whole way. It appears to he 
very ancient, and is now much out of re¬ 
pair. The ftones are very large, and the 
earth in many places has been waftied 
away from both tides of the pavement to 
the depth of near thiee loet, It is in 
many places undermined, and has fallen 
down; yet, though it is now fo very 
rough that the horl'es can only go upon .it 
in a few places, it ftiil ferves as a guide tq 
thofe who travel acrofs thofe forefts. 


FRIDAY, 



TOWARDS ENGLAND. 


233 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 18. 

We fet out this morning from Sabanja 
at four o’clock, and rode through a beau¬ 
tiful country. At about eight miles difr 
tance wc had a line profpedt of Ismit, 
which we reached at half palt eight 
o’clock. 

Ismit is a large town, and has a de¬ 
lightful appearance from the valley before 
it. The houlcs arc not over-crowded, and 
the profpcct is much enlivened by cyprefs 
trees interfperfed all over the place. The 
lower part of the town is walhcd by the 
fea. Being built on the Hope of a hill 
facing the South, it is very well fupplied 
with water; and on the fide of the hill, 
both to the Eal't and Well, arc many vine¬ 
yards and orchards, but more particularly 
to the weltward, which is entirely covered 
with gardens, orchards, and vineyards, for 

live or fix miles. The neatnefs of the 

town, the garden grounds, the fea, the 
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finely-cultivated country on the oppollte 
ihore, and the two rivers, with the corn¬ 
fields in the vale before the town, form al¬ 
together one of the fineft profpe&s I ever 
faw. 

We fct out from Ismit at half paft nines 
o’clock, and continued near the fea, fome- 
times on the beach. About twenty miles 
Weft from that place are fomc ancient ruins 
clofc to the fea. Part of the walls, fome 
of which arc about ten feet thick, have 
fallen on to the beach. Seven miles 
further Weft is the town of Coushan, 
very pleafantly fitualed on the fide of a 
hill Hoping gradually to the fea. 

• •. 

* 

About this town are many hundreds of 
acres difpofed in vineyards, and gardens 
for a great variety of other fruits, which 
were now chiefly ripe. 

At Coushan \vc left the fea and turned 
northward. After we had paflfcd the vine¬ 
yards belonging to the town, we entered 
a very fine plain, through the middle of 

which 
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which runs a fmall river that has- a 

* 

neat {tone bridge of three arches over it. 
We now rode briikly moft of the way, 
and arrived at half paft five o’clock at 
Gabaza. 

• Gabaza is a fmall but neat* town, 
pleafantly fituated on the fide of a hill,* 
from the top of which is a very line pro- 
fpedt of the Archipelago, and part of 
its numerous iilands. 

From the*town to the fea, which is about 
three miles, is entirely covered with gar¬ 
dens, orchards, vineyards, and corn-fields. 

From Gabaza wo departed at half paft 
fix o’clock on frcfli liorfes, and pafsing 
through a very fine country near the fea, 

V 

fometimeson the beach, arrived at a town 
called Maricar, where we remained an 
hour to refrefh. 

We fet out again; but, going very 
{lowly,, it was two o’clock before we 
reached Scutari. 


Here 
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Here we rode down to the fea-beach, 
unfaddled our horfes, and remained till 
day-break, when wc procured a boat, put 
into it what little baggage I had with me, 
and crotlcd over to Constantinople to 

f 

have it examined at the Cuftom-houfe. 
The officer fullered it to pafs upon re-* 
ceiving a piaftre; and we crofted over to 
Pera, to the houfc of Peter Tooke, 
Efq. the Eafl India Company’s Agent, to 
whom I had letters of recommendation. , 

Constantinople having been fo often 
deferibed by travellers, and being lo well 
known to Englifh readers, the author 
thinks it neither expedient nor proper to 
fvvell this volume by accounts that can¬ 
not pofsibly poffefs either novelty or in- 
tercll to recommend them. His objedt 
has been to deferibe fuch parts as he has 
vifited, and which had been but little fre¬ 
quented by former travellers from Eng¬ 
land. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 25. 

Having flayed a week at Constan¬ 
tinople, I obtained freili paflpojts from 
the Porte, and from the Imperial Miniftcr 
Baron Herbert de Rathkaal, and at 
half paft feven o’clock in the evening of 
tliis day fet out, accompanied by a Jani¬ 
zary, who was to be paid three hundred 
piaflres to conduct me to the frontiers. 

After travelling two or three miles from 
Constantinople, we entered an open 
country without the fmallcfl marks of 
cultivation, and not bearing the lcaft ap¬ 
pearance of being in the vicinity of a 
large city. Even round the* city itfelf the 
garden grounds and orchards are very (mail 
in proportion to the population. 

At nine o’clock, looking back towards 

Constantinople, I obferved a dreadful 

fire, Which my Janizary informed me was 
at Scutari. 

We 
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We continued our route over an open 
barren hilly country, travelling at the rate 
of five miles an hour; and at half paft ten 
o’clock arrived at a fmall neat town called 
Chaque Medja. 

ft 

This town is plcafantly fcated at the 
head of a fait lake about fifteen miles 
long, but of very unequal breadth. The 
lake is about two hundred yards from the 
Archipelago, but has communication 
with it by a very narrow channel over 
which is a ftonc bridge. The ground 
being fwampy, there is a ftonc* caufcway 
of about a quarter of a mile long, for the 
convenience of palfengcis. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 

% 

We fet out from Chaque Medja this 
morning at half paft five o’clock; and after 
crofsing the bridge and cauleway at the 
head of the lake, alcended fome hills, 
whence we had a very fine profpc6t over 
the Archipelago and the furrounding 

country, 
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country, which had a more favourable ap¬ 
pearance than in the neighbourhood of 
Constantinople, it being in high cul¬ 
tivation and almoft crowded with villages. 

After leaving fcveral vineyards on our 
right, we arrived at Beu Chaque Medja 
at half paft eight o’clock. 

i 

Beu Chaque Medj a is a tolerably large 
towu, fituated on the weft fide of a hill at 
the head of a fait lake about four miles 
Jong, which has communication with the 
fca. Here too is a Itonc bridge, and a 
caufe-way about a quarter of a mile long 
between the lake and the lea. 

pearly oppofite to Beu Chaque 

m 

Medj a, on the Eaft fide of a hill, is a 
fmall neat town called' Callitratta, 
behind which are many vineyards, and on 
the fea before the town were fcveral fmall 
vellels riding at anchor. 

We left this place at half paft nine 
o’clock, and continued along the ftiore, 

fometimes 



240 A jOtJRNEY FROIVT INDIA, 
fometimes on the beach; and at about fiJd 

• j 

miles weft of Beu Ciiaque Medja we 
came to four villages lying nearly equidif- 
tant from each other, two being inland, 
and two near the Ihore. The firffe* we 
came to t is called Comburgus. It is a fmall 
village, but has many ruins about it, 
which imply that it has once been of 
more importance than it is at prefent. 


Continuing our route along the beach 
fix miles further, we reached a very neat 
town called Badus. Here is a confider* 
able building Handing on the beach, 
having part of its walls wafhed by the 
fea. It is a fquare ftriuSture and vety 
lofty; the whole is built entirely with 
hewn ftonc, has been very well finifhed, 
and ftill remains almoft entire. 


Soon after wc left Badus, we crofted 
forne hills, whence we had a very fine 
profpcct over the fea. The wind being 
wefterly, there were about a dozen fliips, 
befide great numbers of fmaller craft, 

going toward* Constantinople. Within 

the 
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the idands alfo there were three TurkUh 
fhips of war- returning from a cruize, a 
fifty gun fhip, a frigate, and a corvette* 
Thefc veflels were warping out of the har¬ 
bour the morning I arrived at Constan¬ 
tinople. 

■ 

We continued our journey along the 
fliore for near eight miles, leaving on our 
right a very finely cultivated country, 
which Hopes gradually down to the lea. 
After pafsing many vineyards and orchards 
for about a’milc, we arrived at Killee- 
veh at half paft two o’clock. 

Killeever * is a large and populous 
town, which has once been well forti¬ 
fied, a great part of it being Hill fur- 
rounded by a ftrong wall. * Some of the 
molques and minarets are very handfome 
buildings. The lower part of the town is 
waftied by the fea. We faw feveral velfels, 
fome of about two hundred tons burden, 
riding at anchor in a very fine bay, which 

* Silivria in the Maps. 

R 


appeared 
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appeared to me to be fo well lheltered by 
jthe high land on each fide of it, that 
fhips might, in any weather, ride in 
fafety. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 27. 

From Killeever we fet o\rt at three 
o’clock this morning, and journied about 
eight miles along the fea-fliore, fometimes 
on the beach. We then turned to our 
right, and, quitting the fea-coaft, palfed 
Cver an open country, with little cultiva¬ 
tion and few inhabitants. The firft village 
wc came to was Connyclue, where we 
arrived at half pall fix o’clock, and re¬ 
mained an hour to refrefh. After leaving 

Connyclue, we came acrofs a very dreary' 1 
country, in which not a-tree nor a ftone 
was to be feen. The foil is very white, 
but is neither clay nor fand; ^nd what 
little vegetation there is, is nearly -de- 
llroyed by innumerable quantities of 
ground fquirrels. 


The 
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The fird dgns of cultivation we met 
with were the vineyards belonging to a 
town called ChOuroe, and which are 
near three miles long. At Chouroe we 
arrived about ten o’clock, and remained 
an hour, when we purfued our rqutc over 
an open barren country. About eight 
miles beyond Chouroe wc eroded a river, 
over which is a bridge of fifty arches, all 
built with hewn done, and neatly turned. 
So many arches, however, did not appear 
by any means nccefl'ary at prefent, as 
there was not a great body of water in the 
river. 

Wc now entered a country podcfsing 
higher cultivation and more inhabitants, 
and turned about a quarter of a mile 

out of our road, to feed out horfes at a 
town called Carrastrait. In a deep 
narrow valley near this town were three 
lofty done pillars, which, I was informed, 
were to fupport pipes for conveying water 
acrefs the valley to the town. 
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We only retted half an hour here, and 
then continued our route. Little variation 
occurred in the face of the country till 
we arrived in the neighbourhood of 

f 

Borg as, which we reached at half c .paft 
fix o’clock. Here our profpeft was much 
enlivened by the appearance of a neat 
town, and trees interfperfed about the 
furrounding country; for wc hjtd notfeen 
any, except a few fruit trees, fince we left 
the fea-coaft. 


MONDAY, AUGUST 28. 

This morning we fet out from Borgas 
at four o’clock, and loon after wc left the 
town entered a large foreft, in which we 
continued for about twenty miles without 
feeing either habitation or culture, till we 
reached a fmall village called Assibaly. 
From this place to Kirkleesan, about 
four miles, the whole way is covered with 
vineyards. 


We 
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We arrived at Kirkleesan at ten 
o’clock. This is a very large and, popu¬ 
lous town, having ten mofques and mina¬ 
rets, and feveral hummums. All the public; 
buildings are of hewn ftone and marble, 
and*fome of them very handfome. Here 
we procured frelh horfes, having conti- 

m 

nued upon the others all the way from 
Constantinople. 

At twelve o’clock we fet out from 
Kirkleesan, and loon entered a very 
woody hilly country, which abounded 
with fine marble. Being on freih horfes 
wc rode brifldy, and at three o’clock ar¬ 
rived at a fmall village called Ericlee, 
around which there was a little cultiva¬ 
tion, the firft wc had met with lince we 
palled the vineyards of Kirkleesan. . 

l 

Wc did not flop here, however, but 
continued our route without any delay till 
half part four, when we arrived at a vil- 

* V 

lage called Canarea, where we put up 
at a.Greek’s houfe to refrelh. The Greeks 
are a very civil obliging people, and our 

R 3 lioli 
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Soft brought ds out the beft refrefhments he 

, * 

had in the houfe. In thefe fmall villages 

there are very fewTurks, and if there beone, 

it is aim oil certain that he is a barber; but 

he will ftrut about and aflume as much con- 

«• ( 
fcqiience as a balhaw. I had frequently ob- 

ferved throfe great men in the little villages 
we palled through, and, on enquiry, 
was generally informed that they were 
barbers. This made me rather more atten¬ 
tive to the actions of the one we met with 
in this village, who, after giving the falam 
in great form, came to converfe. with my 
Janizary. I was enabled ever afterwards 
to diftinguilh thefe important perfonages. 

We only remained here half an hour, 

•» 

and then continued our journey through 
fome very thick woods. At half pall 
feven o’clock we reached a village called 

U - 1 

Faccue, where we changed hones, and 
fet out again at half pall eight. The 
whole of our road was through a clofe 
wood till we arrived at a town called 
Karrapoonar, which we reached at half 

r 

pall twelve o’clock. 

5 



The 
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The dittancc from Kirkleesan tc* 

i 

Faccde is thirty-fix miles, and from 
thence to Karrapoonar fifteen. 


TUESDAY, AUGUST 29. 

From Karrapoonar we fet out at 
four o’clock. For tKe firft two hours our 
roacl was through very thick woods, and I 
obfcrved that our route had been nearly 
due North ever fince we left the fca-coaft. 

At eight o’clock we arrived at a village 

i 

called Benlee, where we ftopt half an 
hour at a Greek’s houfc to refrefh. The 
matter of the houfe had two very beau¬ 
tiful daughters. The Greeks in general 

i 

have handfome features; but thefe parti¬ 
cularly attracted my attention. They, as 
well as the peafantry in general, had a 

very ridiculous cuttom of tying all their 
treafure round their necks; and I have ac¬ 
tually feen fome wear three or four 
hundred Venetian fequins perforated and 

R 4? fattened 1 
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’fattened round llieir necks with filk firings. 
This cuftom, however, is confined to the 
unmarried part of the fex, wives having 
no ornament whatever on that part of 
their perfons, 

An arm of the Black Sea reaches 
within two miles of Ben lee, which in 
part feparates Romalia from Bulgaria. 

4 

After we left. Benlee the country had 
a better appearance, exhibiting a great 
deal of cultivation all the way to JLdos, 
which we reached at ten o’clock. It 
abounded with fine cattle, all milk-white 
except their cars and the end of the tail, 
which were brown ; there were alfo many 
buffaloes. 

n 

Id os is a tolerably large town, and 

pleakmtly fituated! Many of the houfes 
are built within a compound, fimilar to 
thofe of the Bramins and Nairs in India, 

which makes the town atadittance appear 

. ' * # 

much larger than it really is. 

The 
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The peafantry here feparate the com 

from the ftraw by the fame method as in 

Asia Minor, and which I have obferved 

« 

to be adopted in all countries where the 

rains are periodical. They make a ring 

about forty yards round, fometimes of 

clay, and fometimes paved. Tlfby then 

bring their corn from Jflie field, and throw 

it in a heap in the middle of the ring. 

• • 

They have a fledge too, which is fome¬ 
times drawn by bullocks, fometimes by 
horfcs, and fome of thele have pieces of 
iron driven into the bottom to cut the 
itraw as it goes round; though in others 
I have feen flint ltoncs fattened to the 
bottom. Upon the fledge is a heavy 
weight. Belide the perlon who drives 
the cattle, another is employed with a 
fork in tofsing the ftraw from the ring if 
the %rain is extracted, and taking frefh 
from the heap in the middle. In this 
manner they are enabled to continue till 

they have extracted the whole of their 

^ • 

corn, without being in any danger of 
having it fpoiled by rain. This is much 

quicker 
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quicker, and cafier too, than our mode of 
thrafhing in England. 

As the weather in England, is local, 

r * 

perhaps more fo than in any other part of 
the world, and cannot be depended upon 
many defys together, might not thofe who 
have large farms and extenfive buildings 
follow a fimilar plan, or even build fheds, 

i 

which would anfwcr as well, and abate 
much of the very heavy labour of thrafli- 

ing? By this mode they would alfo fave 
time, and confcqucntly be better able to 
attend to the cultivation and improvement 
of their lands. 

We fet out from Idos at twelve o’clock 
on frefh horfes; and at two miles beyond 
the town entered an extenfive foreft, nn 
which we continued till feven o’clock, 
when we crofted a pretty ample river 
called Derra, and arrived at a fmall town 
named Cheng a near its banks. 
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The road through the foreft wasfSome¬ 
times very bad. We followed theP bed of 
a river for an hour, which was rough and 
rocky, and the horfes were fometimes in 
danger. Though we were frequently near 
the Black Sea, the trees were fo very 
» thick that I had not often ah opportunity 
of feeing it; yet wc were fometimes with-? 

in two hundred yards of the beach, and 

* 

faw a lhip Handing towards Constanti¬ 
nople. 

* 

The foreft in many places has the 
underwood cleared away to encourage 
the growth of the oaks; and there being a 
great many of thefe, and fomc very line 
timber among them, from their vicinity 
to the lea they may be Ihipped with little 
trouble. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30. 

s 

We fet out from Cheng a at four 
o’clock, and after pafsing a little cultiva¬ 
tion near the town entered another thick 

foreft* 
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foreft* which led us to a village called 
Enechee, after crofsing a river bearing 
‘the fame name about eight miles from 
Chenga. 

- m. 

We ioon came to another foreft, in 

which we continued till we arrived near 

« 

Pravadee, which we reached at feven 
o’clock. 

t 

9 

Pravadee is a large and well inha¬ 
bited town, containing many very good 
buildings. It is lituatcd in a narrow \ ale 
running N. and S. between two deep 
rocky hills. We remained here an hour 

to refrelh and change liorfcs. 

Afcending the hill on the weftern fide, 
we had a fine profpeft of the fitrrounding 
country, and on the top, of th<£ hill on 

the eaft fide of Pravadee is another large 

« 

town called Disdarchue. 

m 

* 

We now entered a fine country, and 
patted through a great many villages in 
high cultivation, and abounding in or- 

2 chards 
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chards and vineyards. Moft kinds oft fruit 
were now ripe, in great plenty, ami very 
cheap, as were likewife provifions of ail 
kinds. 

Our road lay now more Weft, and we 
palled through a remarkably fine country 
in the neighbourhood of a town called 
Chelepcha, twenty miles Weft from 
Pravadee. 

On leaving Chelepcha we paflfed a 

« 

village on our right called Madara ; then 
rode acrofs an extenfive plain for twelve 
miles, and at three o’clock arrived at 

Chumloo. 

' This is a very populous town, and, 
though not regularly fortified, is of great 
natiiral ftrength from its fitliation, having 
a fteep mountain behind the town, forming 
a femicircle, on which the Turks have 
planted feveral batteries of cannon. 

During the late war a confiderable 
Rufsian army appeared in the plains before 

this 
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this town, and defeated the Turkish forces. 
The latter retreated into the town, and 
threw up a mud wall with a fofle and 
paling before the town, and up each iide 
of the mountain. [This temporary forti¬ 
fication ftill remains entire.] As the 
Rufsian ftrmy approached the town, the 
Turks played upon them from their bat¬ 
teries on the mountain. The Rufsians 
here loft their General and retreated. 

On the weftern fide of the mountain is 
a thick foreft which is perfectly “inacccfsi- 
ble to an army. 

We left Chumloo at five o’clock on 
frefh horfes, and, travelling weft ward 
through a well cultivated country, came 
at twelve o’clock to a large to\yn called 
Arnootka, fituated in a valley. At one 
we reached Rasgrat; and tlfis is reckon¬ 
ed thirty-two miles from Chuml>o&. 


THURSDAY, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 31. 

^.T half paft fix wc fct out from Ras- 
grat on frefli horfes, and at eight o’clock 
Hopped an hour to refrelh at S. village 
called Uchencha. 

We now rode for near forty miles 
through one of the finett countries 1 had 
yet fecn, with com and ploughed land on 
each fide*as far as the eye could reach. 

At fix o’clock we arrived at Rochuke, 
but could not fee the town till we were 
within half a mile of it, being fituated on 
the banks of the Danube at the foot of a 
hill, which continues for l'everal miles near 

the Danube, and is covered with vine- 

. • 

yards. * 

«• 

Roc HU# is a large populous town 

about tfe?fize of Liverpool. We did 

• * » „ • • 

not, however, flop here, but crofied the 

■» 

Danube, and landed about three miles 

i 

below 
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below on the oppofite fide, at a town 
called Ergnoff. The Danube is here 
an ample river, but does not appear to me 
fo large as either the Euphrates or»Ti- 

GRIS. 

Wc rdfrefhed at Ergnoff, and waited 
near two hours for horfes and carts, in 

which vve were conveyed to a village 

» 

called Copuchen, tvhere we arrived at 

eleven o’clock. On enquiry, I found that 

this was the manner in which I was , 

» 

travel through Wallachia. Thefe poll 
carts are light, and run very eafy upon 
four wheels. They have not, either about 
the cart or the horfes furniture, thoi 
fmallcft particle of iron or other metal 

whatever. The horfes are fmall, but run 

very faft; for wc travelled, upon an avet- 
age, rather quicker than by the mail 
coaches in England. 


FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 

JVe fet out this morning at fix o’clock. 
I had one poft-cart with three horfes, and 
my Janizary another with the fame num¬ 
ber. We met with no cultivation till 
nine o’clpck, when we reached a village 
called CalligurraV, where we break- 
fa fifed and remained till half part ten. 

We then refumed our journey through 
a very fine country, though little culti¬ 
vated. The foil, however, appears well 
adapted for culture, being a ftrong brown 
earth, very even, and not a ftone to be 

feen -the natural produce of the place. 

/ 

At twelve o’clock we crofted a large 
river called Arjects over a bridge of boats 
made faft by a cable. Loofe pieces of 
wood, half fquared, were laid athwart 
the boats, which made it very difagree- 
ble .crossing. We then continued our 
route though a fine country in which 

S little 
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IHtlc corn was grown, except maize, aftd 
j,flt three o’clock reached Bukarest, the' 

capital of V’allaciiia* and the fefidence 
of IIospodar. 

* 

^ I row made life of the letters/ 1 of intro* 
bn which I had received from the 
Impe’’ Minifter Baron Herbert de 
Kati 4 a at Constantinople to M. 
»e h, i*K elius, the Imperial Conful Ge¬ 
neral here; from whom I received the 
greatcit civilities, and at whofe lioufe I 
remained till Monday the 4th. 

He politely took me in his carriage all 
round the environs of Bukarest, and 
gave me every information that 1 could 
wifh refpc&ing the country. 

Bukarest is a very extenfive and po¬ 
pulous city, containing three hundred and 
fixty Greek churches, one Roman and one 
Lutheran chapel, and a few convents. 
Here are no Turkith mofques, nor are 
they permitted to be built in any part of 
the province. Gentlemen’s carrUgcs are 

here 
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I 

I « 

here very numerous, and a man is looked 
upon in no other light than as a fervant or 

a peaf&nt, who does not keep one, A 
fcoach, with a pair of horfes and a driver, 
may be all kept here for fifty pounds 
ilerling. The coachmen and footmen are;.* 
in general Egyptian flaves. ^ 

i 

There is much intrigue carried on in 
the higher clafles, particularly anion; the * 
married people. A man never ices his in¬ 
tended bride till they exchange rings, a 
ceremony that takes place a few days be¬ 
fore the marriage; for the parents or 
guardians of both parties make up the 
match without alking the confent of 
cither. 

m 

In a very fhort time after, the marriage 
ceremony the parties generally difeontinue 
fleeping together, each carrying on their 
refpedtivc intrigues. The ladies ufually 
keep their feparate carriages, as a coach, 
with a proper equipage, is commonly a paft 
of the marriage portion. The unmarried 

i 

S 2 young 
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young ladies, however, are kept up as 
clofe as in a nunnery, and are not per¬ 
mitted to keep company with any men 

whatever until the ceremony of exchang¬ 
ing rings with their intended hufbands^has 
taken place. 

.• ' '. 

I believe there arc few people in the 
world, particularly among thofe who call 
thcmfelves Chriftians, that make more 
profefsions of religion than thefe people, 
and in reality have lefs. In fome of the 
churches here they have prayers continu¬ 
ally from morning till night, and thefe are 
chaunted as in Catholic chapels. 

Their language is harmonious, fome- 
thing refcmbling the Greek, and indeed 
has feveral Greek characters m it. 

•e 

. * 

Wallachia poflefles in general a rich 
foil, but is rather woody/ In the greateft 
part of the province there is fcarcely a 
hill or done the natural produce of the 
country. Their corn is chiefly maize, of 

which 
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which they have a great quantity; yet 
good wheaten bread is to be had in the 
larger towns. 

» 

Provifions of all kinds arc very cheap; 
and I bought a'fine fowl for fix Turkifli 
parra, value about three halfpence fterling. 

The inhabitants in general are Greeks, 
and they have not Aany foreigners among 
them. In the larger towns, however, 
there arc fomc Jews and a few Germans. 

They crc6t crueifixcs near the roads; 
fomc of thefe arc of ftonc, but they are 
chiefly made of wood. All, however, 
are painted; fomc having Jesus Christ, 
fomc the Virgin Mary, others the 
Twelve Apoflles, fome the Ten Command¬ 
ments, prayers, &c. depf&ed on them. 
Thefe crucifixes are very numerous, and 
moft of the country people make their 
obedience as they pafs them, 

« 

The province is well watered; the 
bridges are all built with wood ; but they 

S 3 have 
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i$avc a very ridiculous cuftom of laying 
loofb pieces of half-fquared timber acrofs 
<*the bridges, which frequently give way 
under the liorfes feet. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4. 

■ . / , t 

Having provided fome neceflarics and 
provifions for my jourfccy, as well as fome 
trifles which I might have occaiion for 
while performing quarantine, I took leave 
of my kind lioft, M. de Merkelius, to 
whom I am apprehenfive that I mutt al¬ 
ways remain indebted. 

» 

I had here a poft-cart funilar to what J 

came in, but with four horfes, for I wiflied 

• i 

to travel as quick as pofsible, I had a 

Janizary to accompany me, who rode on. 
hcirfeback, and was of much fervice in 
interpreting, as well as in providing horfes, 
fo as to prevent unneceflary delays, I was 

» * V “• 

anxious to arrive at the Lazaretto before 

, • 1 

fun-fet the following day, as I fliould 

fave a whole day and night. I 

travelled, 
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travelled, therefore, much fader than ^ 
could have expected, and even quicker' 
than the mail in England, as will ap^ 
ppar by the following di(lances and towns 
through which I palled, 


German Poflt, 

BUKARESTtoPoLONTINE. \i 

Florest.2 

GlEAT.3 

Gier^uoff..2 

PlTTEST.] *- 

Moara .i§ 

Argish.2 

Salatrook ...... 3 l 

Perisiiaw.2 

Keenen . ...... 2 


l 


RothenThurn Pass, 

where I performed quarantine, 



Which, reckoning 12 * Englilh miles to 4 
German pod, is 270 miles. 


The above are not the only towns 
through which I palled ; but are fpccified 
being the places appointed for frelh 

S 4 Jiorfcs, 
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Jferfes, which are always kept ready on 
purpofe to convey the German mails, and 
Ire paid for that fervice by M. DR Mer- 
melius, who ha$ great part of the m^* 
nagement of forwarding the German poft 
from Constantinople to the frontiers, 
aqd through whofe hands all the Eaft 
India Company’s difpatchcs pafs, on their 
way to Vienna, 

f 

I arrived at the Ro^hen Thxjrn Pass 
at five o’clock in the afternoon of the 
5th September, when my quarantine com¬ 
menced. I had brought letters from M. 
de Merkelius to the Director of the 
Lazaretto, however^ which proved of 
much fervice; for I was in confequence 
particularly attended to, had a fervant 
appointed to wait on me, and was fupplied* 
with plenty of the bed provifions, wine, 
and fruits. 

When at Constantinople, I wiftied 
much to come through SeRvia and Bel¬ 
grade, and to perform quarantine at 
Skmlin, but was induced to decline 

coming 
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coming that route on being informed, thatr 
I lhould be detained thirty days; whereas 
by this route I fhould only be delayed ten 
days* by the quarantine. This route aifo 
being appointed by the Germans for con¬ 
ducting the poll, I experienced no othefc 
•detention whatever; in the other, I fhould 
have been liable to many delays. 

My Janizary and i^yfelf had travelled 
fo fall as actually to keep in company with 
the poll till after we eroded the Danube, 
when I fo\ind myfelf fo much fatigued 
that I preferred remaining all night to 
continuing with the polt any longer. I 
have often had the vanity to think that I 
was as able to endure fatigue and haid- 
fhips as moft men, always enjoying a 
godd ftrong conftitution, and from choice 
having been accuftomed, to live tempe¬ 
rately; but I have had experience enough 
to know, that I muft fubinit to the Turks, 
wliofe patience and pcrfevcrance in per¬ 
forming the longed: journies exceed all 
belief 


From 
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■* From the night of the 25 th Atfguft to 
the evening of the 31ft, J had travelled fix 
Jumdred and feyenty-iwo Englilh miles, 
as will appear by the following diftajjees* 
given me by M. be. Merkelivs, the Di¬ 
rector of the Poft, and on whofe know- 

m ‘ 

ledge dnd verapity I pay have perfect- 
dependence* 

/ German Pojlf, 

prom Constantinople to Rochuke 
on the Danube, through Romalia 
and Bulgaria.50 

. ' j 

From Ergvoff on the Danube to 

« c 

Bukarest.. . , . 6 

J .« * 1 I » . ' * * m - ' 

56; 

which, reckoning 12 Englifli milps to 4 
German poft, is 61 2 miles. 

The latter has bepn accurately ascer¬ 
tained by the German engineers, who had 
the conducting of artil lory to Erguqff iq 
the late war. 

t • 

On the 14th September my quarantine 
expired, the day 911 which I arrived being 

pekonee^ 
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•» I 

f r 

• i - 

peckoned as one, becaufe I vyas there be-, 
fprc fun-fet. A s there was no carnage 
ready, the Director recommended me tq 
waij till the following morning, the poft 
being expected at fix o’clock. After 
breakfafting with the Director, who made 
many apologies^ for not attending me 
better* being prevented from having any 

communication, I made his two chil- 

1 • v ' 

dren a prefent, and took my leave, per¬ 
fectly fatisficd with lire conduct, 

j 

' I fet out in the poft-cart, a carriage 
built on purpofe, and with better accom¬ 
modations and more conveniencies than 

M 4 I ) 

the Wallachian; though both arc very 

I ' w » 

light, 

■Our road for the firft fix miles was near 

% m i * 

the banks of the river Alauta, witli 
very high hills and thick woods on each 
Jide. There are*many ft^ep narrow pades 

here, but juft broad enough for the car¬ 
riage, and vvhiclf have been cut out of 
the (olid rocks. 


At 
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> 

At JSoetenar all my paffports, and 

i 

certificates of having performed the qua¬ 
rantine, were examined. 

After getting through thofe paffes t we 

entered a fi ne open country, in which nu- 

merous villages and fome confiderable 

towns were to be feen, and the greater 

part of the whole was cultivated, 

« / 

At eleven o’clock: wc arrived at IIerr- 
manstadt, the capital of Transyl- 

VANIA. 

I 

Here I delivered the letter which I liacf 
brought from the Imperial Miniftcr at 
Constantinople to the General Com¬ 
mandant of the province, who behaved 
very politely, and made me welcome at 
his houfe. He .entertained a very high 
opinion of the Englifh, (by whofe troops 
he had once been t^ken prifoner when in 
Flanders) but knew yery little of the 
language; for he often repeated all that 
he knew of it, which were only - two 
Words, the common exprefsion in fwear- 
i ing, 
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ing, which he faid he learned while a prW 
foner. 

l 

t 

The pafiports I had received from the 
Imperial Minifter at Constantinople 
(for what purpofe I cannot fay) mentioned 

that I was a bachelor, which thS General 

* * 

obferving, he wiihed me much to marry 
a Germap, faying that they had plenty 
of very handfome \romen, and that if 1 
would fix upon any one, he would pledge 
himfclf that I fhould not meet with a re- 
fufal in the whole province. 

Herrmanstadt is a tolerably well 

built city. The promenade is very 

■ 

pleafant, and they have alfo a very hand¬ 
fome theatre. Their mufic is excellent, 
having the advantage of fome of the firft 
German performers. The people are very 
polite, and obferve much formality; for 
no perfon above the rank of a feryant can 
walk in the ftreets without a fword by his 

■o 

fide. They are alfo very particular in 
their dreiles; and a native of the province 
wears a drefs fimilar to what was worn in 

England 
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JgiiGLAND upwards of a hundred yearf 
ago, viz, a long cdat almoft teaching td 
the ground* trimmed all round with fur; 

i. 

a pair of boots like tliofc of out heavy 

tavaliy, with a cocked hat fomething like 
a Dutch fkipper’s. People from every 
province *are known here by their refpec- 
tive d relies-; and even every tradefman i§ 
diftinguifhed by his anparel. 

Whoever vilits this city, if he can fpare? 
two hours, ftiould not neglect feeing 
Baron Brukenthal*s extenlive colledtion 
of the moft valuable paintings, many of 
which are by the firft mafters, Guido, 
Rubens, Rembhant, &c. His antique 
coins, medals, and other curiofities, alfo 
are well worth feeing. His library is very 
extenlive, and confidered of great value. 
He has likcwife ajbeautiful garden about 
half a mile out of the city, laid out after 
the Englilh tafre. 

% 

The Baron is almoft 80 years of age; he 
was many years Civil Governor of this pro¬ 
vince, and fpeaks Englilh tolerably well; 

Tran- 
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Transylvania is, generally fpeakingf** 
ft fine country, but capable of much inr* 
provement. It produces great quantities 
of imoft kinds of grain, and flax of .a very 
goo<j quality, which is manufactured into 

linen* 

i 

The hobility are for the moft part Very 
proud, and keep their peafantry in a ftate 
of flavery; for out «f fix days in the 
week the peafant is obliged to labour four 
for his matter, having only the remaining 
two days f6r himlclf 

k 

This province pays to the Emperor in 
taxes of all kinds 1,500,000 florins annu¬ 
ally, which is chiefly impoled upon the 
land, for what the citizens pay is very 

trifling indeed* 

# 

I bought at Herrmanstadt a carriage 
of that kind called a calafti, being much 
, more commodious^than the common poft- 
carts, as in cafe of rain the paflengers can 
throw the calalh over them for fhelter. 

3 They 
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' « 

They run upon four wheels, and» are very 
eafy in their motion. 

«* 

p 

Befidc the letters to the General 

Commandant, I had others to Hadjee 

******, a banker, who introduced 

me to fwo Greek merchants that were 

going to Vienna, and recommended me 

to take them in my carriage. f As they 

were acquainted with the language, I 

- agreed to it, and on the 18 th September 

we fet out from Herrmanstadt. 

« « 

We travelled port, and without any 
delay, by day and night, till we arrived 
at Temeswar, the capital of Banate, 

where we were detained a few hours to 
have our paflports examined. This being 
a ftrong fortification, the officers were very 
particular in examining, all Grangers, and 
I was obliged to go before the General 
Commandant, with whom 1 converted in 
Latin. When informed that I was an 
Englilhman he fliewed^ne much atten¬ 
tion. 


The 
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The B ANate is' a very fine proving' 
the greater part of it being level and well 
cultivated, except on that fide adjoining 
to Transylvania, which is mountainous 
ancl woody. 


Provisions of all kinds arc good and 
cheap; and their wines are excellent, par¬ 
ticularly at a large town called Lugos. 


The two Greek merchants, my edmpa- * 
nions, continued to pay on the road, and 
I obferved* them frequently endeavouring 
to cheat the poll mafters and poftilions., 
When we flopped at an inn too, they be¬ 
haved very fiiabbily. I confidcred myfclf 

difgraced by fuch conduct; but when at 
laft they even attempted to impofe upon 
me, I thought it high time^ to break off 
all connection with the # m, which I did 
immediately on our arrival at Pest. 


This conduA in the Greek, merchants 
confirmed the opinion I had always en¬ 
tertained of thofe people,* who may 
be faid to be in a degraded fiate, and 

T whole 
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’W'hofe flag is not refpedled by other na¬ 
tions. It might be thought illiberal to 
enumerate the various nations ,and people 

whole conduct ihouTd be watched wi|h a 
jealous eye; in Asia, however, I may 
mention the Armenian; in Europe, the 
Greeks Snd Jews. I have witnefled the • 
low chicanery of the two former, and I 
believe wc have here almoft daily proofs 
of the latter. On Ihe contrary, I have 
obferved, that whenever the flag of any 
nation is refpefted, the people of that na¬ 
tion conduct thcmfelvcs in a manner that 
will at all times command refpe«5t. 1 hefe 
conliderations convince me, how much 
every individual ought to confidcr himfelf 
interefted in fupporting the dignity of his 
national character. 

Pest is at prefent the capital of the 
kingdom of Hungary. It is a large and 
populous city, and has been much im¬ 
proved within the la it flk* years, great ’ 
part of the city having been entirely re¬ 
built. It is feated on the left banks of 
the Danube. 


On 
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On the opposite tide of the river is * 
city of Often, nearly as large as Pest# 

r i 

and remarkable for its excellent wines* 

M 

which are held in much efteenx all over 
thq Empire. 

Offen is fituated on the fide *of a hill 
facing the South, which is covered with 
vineyard^ for about fix miles below the, 
city. The wine is red and fomething like 
port, but has a ftronger body and ^ ver^U 
rough. We have a profpe6t of fame of 
this winercaching England, as they are 
now cutting a canal from Vienna to 
Trieste. 

On the river Danube below Pest, are 

* 

many floating corn-mills, which are ad¬ 
mirably adapted for the purpofe. The 
vefi'els on which the mills are built «*ue al¬ 
ways kept afloat, and at anchor, in the 
middle of the ftream; the wheel is turned 
by the current; and I am of opinion, that 
mills built on a Jimilar conlhu<ftion might 
be made ferviceable on the river Thames, 

T 2 without 
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without obftni^mg the, navigatipn; for 
We have too many ipftances of flour and 
' bread advancing in price, on ^count of 

the mills in the neighbourhood b^ng 

able to raife a fufficient fupply, particu¬ 
larly in dry feafons. 

On the 25th September, at four in the 
afternoon, I fet out from Pest, and ar¬ 
rived at Vienna at J'2 o’clock at night. 
JTbe* rpad was in general tolerably good, 
and I travelled about as quick as does 
the mail coach in England. • 

At Vienna X remained nearly three 
weeks, being much fatigued with the 
journey; and during my flay I received 
many civilities ftom Sir Morton Eden 
(now Lord Henley) the Britilh Minifter, 

On the 12th October I left Vienna, 
coming through BohemiAi and remain¬ 
ing two days at Prague to <lke a view of 
the city and its environs, 4 * 

i 

Leav ing 
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Leaving Prague I came on to Dtj^§; 
den, the capital of Saxonv, wbye I re*, 
xnaincd Wo days, and did not con fid or my 
tinae mis-fpent. There is a degree of ele¬ 
gance in this city and the neighbourhood# 
fuperior to any thing that I have elfewhere 
feen. The gallery is fuppofed to contain 
the larged and bed collection of paintings 
in Europe, and itj had lately received 
confiderable additions.; for, on the Frendf 
entering Italy, many of the bed 
were conveyed to Dresden, as a place of 
fafety. 

After leaving Dresden, I travelled 
through Lei^sick, Halle, Halber- 
stadt, Brunswicx-Lunenburg, and to 
Hamburgh, which I reached on the 
evening of the 28 th October, 


THE END. 


Punted ij G, Jf r 6*dfaJI, N«. tit Paternofttr-row, Lcndan* 







